St.Michael’s Hilperton with St. Mary’s Whaddon:

St. George’s, Semington;

St. Paul’s Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
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NOVEMBER 2013
6 Kids’ Club St. George’s School
Christians in Semington 7.45-9 pm 10 Pound Lane
7  Choral Practice 7.30-9 pm St. Michael’s, Hilperton
8 Library Van 9.50 am Village Hall
10 Remembrance Day Service 10 am St. George’s Church
Act of Remembrance 10.50 am War Memorial
13 Kids’ Club 6-7pm St. George’s School
Bible Study 7.45-9 pm 14 Somerset Way
14 Choral Practice 7.30-9 pm St Michael’s, Hilperton
Semington WI 7.30-10 pm Village Hall
16 Messy Church 11am -1 pm St. George’s School
17 Quiz Night 7.30 pm Village Hall
20 Kids’ Club 6-7pm St. George’s School
Parish Council Meeting 8 pm Village Hall
22 Library Van 10.50 am Village Hall
23 Food Night 7.30 pm Village Hall (Tickets £9)
27 Kids’ Club 6-7pm Village Hall
Bible Study 7.45-9 pm 31 Pound Close
28 Choir Practice 7.30-9 pm St. Michael’s Hilperton
30 Christmas Shopping Trip  8.30 am Depart Village Hall
to Poole
)66$I18A6$IKSFE7$)L=<<D6,;$(8<?56;
EVERY WEEK IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Mon. Egyptian Dance 6.30pm  !!lllIWeds.!!Weds. Bridge Class 9.15-1 pm
HinAingo 7.00 pm M Thurs.  Coffee Morning 10-12 pm
Tues.  Bridge Club 9.15-1pm MUEri, Bridge Club 9.15- 1 pm
mnnsiompers 2.30-3.30 pm WWSPA/Shine 4-7.30pm

POST OFFICE IN THE

VILLAGE HALL

Monday and Thursday

9.30-12.30

MAGAZINE DEADLINES

Details of village events and any subsequent
changes by the 15th of the preceding month
to Carole Kemp-Potter, The Old Manor
House, High Street. Tel. 871728; or email
kemppotter@btinternet.com. Information

will also go to Village website. Next deadline

Thursday
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St. Michael and All Angels, Hilperton with St. Mary the Virgin, Whaddon;
St. George's, Semington;
St. Paul’s, Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
near the Kennet and Avon Canal, within the Diocese of Salisbury
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Dear Friends,

I have always ‘believed’, ever since | can remember. It has been and always will be instinctive in
me. Specifically | have always known God, as distinct from believing that there is a God. At the age of five |
clearly understood, believed and put my faith in Jesus and invited him to be the centre and source of my
life, though | didn’t actually use those words. Importantly | was never pressured and nobody forced me to
this belief — my father would never have allowed that. You might claim that children are impressionable
and easily led and so, being brought up in a believing household, my early faith would make sense.
However, as | have been around children in the church and at school, where backgrounds vary
considerably, | have observed many times that children are deeply spiritual without any help or influence
from us. Their insights, when they are engaged in conversations about life issues, are often deeply
profound and their grasp has an instinctive quality. The problem is that they are also impressionable and
we sceptical adults do a good job of either knocking that aspect of their whole person out of them or
imposing a religious system of belief on them in order to contain and shape it to our version of faith.
Neither is good and neither is Godly.

As we work in schools, and Church schools in particular, we do not force our faith with the aim
of ‘making converts’. That would be unethical and probably illegal. We do, however, share our faith and
nurture embryonic faith as it appears in children. | have heard of many an ex church school pupil who
sadly had ‘religion’ beaten in to them, either verbally or even physically. That kind of behaviour is
unconscionable and quite rightly belongs in the past or some other desolate place. As a result, and you
may be such a person, they have totally rejected God as well as the Church; not what you might call a
result.

My own father’s influence in this respect nurtured me and empowered me to embrace my faith
in Jesus in the most productive way possible. (Note: this is very different from embracing it 1!%>8%,0!%
0#8Bthat is often misleading and flawed). Despite being a theologian with three research degrees, his
faith was remarkably simple and accessible. The language of story and clear explanation he used, coupled
with the way he made his faith real in his actions, was amazing, enthralling and attractive. He always
encouraged me to explore rather than just accept at face value. He also taught me that not everything will
have the kind of explanation | might be looking for; that there are mysteries as well as certainties. He was
often fond of gently saying, “That is why it is called faith, old chap”, | can still hear him.

He was far from perfect and admitted that he had made many mistakes 67&his sole focus was
to imitate the simple life of Jesus, that is the Gospel version and not the rather ornate and complicated
one the church has sometimes manufactured. | personally reject the encrusted versions and believe that,
if you read the Gospels (Good News ), which contain the life and words of Jesus, who incidentally also
rejected similar encrustations on a relatively simple Jewish faith, you will find everything you need for life
and growth in this world and the next. To my father these were words of life as they are to me now. He
might say, if you want a version of faith in Jesus then follow the Gospel one (Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John) it’s all there in black and white. He had seen as | have that the result of adding anything to the
simple Gospel or taking anything away, thus customizing it, is that you end up by losing all of it. It is only
effective as it is.

Through his influence and his abhorrence of ‘nonsense’ | have come to realise that religion is
too complicated but the Gospel is really simple. Like him, that is all | want, a simple faith in Jesus. More
next time.

Every blessing.

St‘eph@w (Rector) 01225 774903 sb54rev@gmail.com
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St. George’s Church
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Cleeve Cats

Boarding Cattery
...Seend Cleeve

01380 828025
We only board cats

www.cleevecats.co.uk

FOR HIRE

Semington Village

Capacity 100 ®

Phone
Pete 01380 870665
or

c %, Gerald 01380
- @@ 870530

£-LincolnOs Garder@ &£
Management &7

NeZg

Fully Qualibed Horticulturalist specialising
in Soft Landscape and Professional
Garden Maintenance Available for all your
gardening requirements

Lawn Care Planting Schemes Tree
Care Hedge Cutting Pressure
Washing Garden Design and all
General Maintenance

Call 01380 812271/ 07921169862
Email benlincolnl@aol.com tarrange

a quote

PROPERTY RENOVATION

& handyman services

www.athandyman.co.uk
OLarge & small, top to bottom,
inside & out®
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Edited Draft Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
held on 9th October, 2013 at 8 pm in the Village Hall "#3%& (%) +,-$I' #.1%4.-/™
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High Street, Semington
Reservations 01380 870067

The Somerset Arms Freehous

WHAT’S ON IN NOVEMBER

Our fabulous new Winter menu is now
available.

Fine selection of Real Ales and Ciders.

Christmas party bookings now being
taken.

Sorry but Christmas Day lunch is fully
booked.
C,%6,,D%#%&#6."%2#.. % EFGHE

COME ON DOWN AND SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PUB

WILLIAMS 7~

7\
HOME TECH

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...

| can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones.

If your computer has ground to a halt, or
you want 1 to 1 instruction on how to use
your PC... internet security... download
pictures from your camera... how to use
software and much more... call Dave.

If 1 canOt help | wonOt charge.

01380 870767 or 07799 337807
e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

www.williamshometech.com
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November Skittles Matches
8 pm Start - Village Hall
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Semington Football Clubs
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As Semington Football club is an ongoing project if anyone would like to get
involved or make a donation ie buy a match ball or be a sponsor please
contact Kevin Lockwood (870855)

Further report on Semington Rovers next month.



FULL MOT FACILITIES
SERVICING & REPAIRS

TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLE
ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS

Kings Autos

Semington’s
Premiere
MOT centre

offers
local residents

an MOT for £39.99

LAWN HOUSE

CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6BU
Tel.01380 871555

Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Fopt
fPain, Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbpw,
Slipped Disc, Pins & Needles,

S.J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.

DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association

GOOD
QUALITY

HARDWOOD
LOGS
Headachec;%“:\girge:]aiant(ea,a tSe%OftS nuriesl - FOR SALE

CALIL BIIL.IL
ON
01380 870237
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Semington WI October Meeting

A good number of members and one guest came together on
[ e Thursday October 10th in the village hall, on a decidedly autumnal
evening for an evening of hands on entertainment with our guest
INSPIRING WOMEN speaker Ann Monico. Ann brought with her two huge bags of
materials and equipment enough for all of us to try out the craft of
needle felting. Many of us had no idea what was involved, and I heard more than one
lady announce that she wasn’t convinced that she could do it as she was “not artistic”. As
an ex art teacher, I had heard that remark so many times before. With a short explanation
of the techniques of both wet and dry felting, Ann set us up on our tables with thick foam
pads, wicked looking barbed needles and an assortment of soft wool hanks in a rainbow
of gorgeous colours.

Starting with tangling up a small quantity of our chosen wool, we worked away
poking the needle through the wool into the pad until we all had produced a reasonable
first attempt at a spiral shaped object. Some of us progressed to larger things such as a
robin, which could be hung up on a Christmas tree. Ann had made some sweet little
animals, and she makes owners’ dogs from photos. These commissions sell well on the
Internet, Ann told me. We had a great time, the evening flew by and I can see how
enjoyable a quilting or sewing bee must have been years ago before television.
Handcrafts are making a come back, but I'm not sure needle felting is a suitable one to do
while you are watching a film on the telly. You might stab yourself to death!

Our competition was a hand crafted item, lots of different ones came in, some
made by the bringer, some collected by them, but the winner this month was Ruby
Daniels, who brought in an exquisitely embroidered table cloth. Next month we will be
working on our carol service, which we will be having in the church in December.

Carole Ball, PresidentH

Christmas Choir
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“Someone who will not learn
will be poor and disgraced.
Anyone who listens to
correction is respected.”

It's in the Bible:
Proverbs 13: 18

for
thought
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(_“ Chris Walker

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service
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,+N1&/+'+.)IRIV&C/5&CIPIBAW+,5.

For a free quotation please call Chris on:
07837 589919 or 01380 870537
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s 0191 340693

* Rewiring

« Security Lighting
« Storage Heating
- Water Features

* 24 hour call out
« Free quotes
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Highly experienced domestic & industrial

ELECTRICGIAN

" contact Mark Dodds

email: gain.contrel@tinyworld.co.uk

| |
call NOW! ===

INSTALLER ==

KAVANAGHS

commercial property, developmert
can also help with formal valuations.
Whatever your property needs:

RESIDENTIAL SALES
RESIDENTIAL LETTINGS

LAND

Call Kavanaghs

or find us on rightmove.co.uk

planning advice. Our Chartered Sufve

COMMERCIAL SALES & MANAGENIEN

13 High Street, Melksham, Wilts. SN12 BJY
Tel. 01225 706860, Enmid(@kavanaghs.co.pk

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES

There has never been a more important §fme EST. 1987
to seek professional advice on pfop
matters. Kavanaghs have a wedlth
experience in residential sales and letti

N
['¥Garages

" xtensions

yorRenovations
*Patios, Drives,etc.
*General Building

Phone for expert advice

IT  and a free quotation

Tel. 01225 344624
Mobile 07970 737321

City & Guilds Accredited

NATURE NOTES

Now is the time for the burning of the leaves,
They go to the fire; the nostril pricks with smoke
Wandering slowly into the weeping mist.

Brittle and blotched, ragged and rotten sheaves!

A flame seizes the smouldering ruin, and bites

On stubborn stalks that crackle as they resist.

The last hollyhock’s fallen tower is dust:

All the spices of June are a bitter reek,

All the extravagant riches spent and mean.

All burns! the reddest rose is a ghost.

Sparks whirl up, to expire in the mist: the wild
Fingers of fire are making corruption clean.

Now is the time for stripping the spirit bare,

Time for the burning of days ended and done,

Idle solace of things that have gone before,
Rootless hope and fruitless desire are there:

Let them go to the fire with never a look behind.
That world that was ours is a world that is ours no more.
They will come again, the leaf and the flower, to arise
From squalor of rottenness into the old splendour,
And magical scents to a wondering memory bring;
The same glory, to shine upon different eyes.
Earth cares for her own ruins, naught for ours.
Nothing is certain, only the certain spring.

This is the first part of Robert Laurence Binyon’s The Burning of the
Leaves. Its images would not be as rich if it were a poem about
composting.




Anthony Lovatt 439*+5(+&V8S*-"&I (#+%6*1&W&45&03($,3X-&Y (-U*581&M3>31(U93+5Q

Fuelca re Some ten years ago Semington Parish Council received £30,000 from a s106 Agreement

that related to the development of land at the former St George’s Hospital. A further

Furniture £4000 was received for the maintenance of the Tennis Court. The £30,000 was required
Restoration to be used for ‘sports and social facilities in Semington’. The exact meaning of ‘sports and
YOUR NEW LOCAL SUPPLIER OF social’ was undefined. Over the ten years, bank interest, grants and the facility to reclaim
. VAT added to this sum and the original £30,000 represented almost £44,000. This money
HOME HEATING OIL’ Tables, chalrs, bureaux has been spent by the Parish Council for the benefit of parishioners and the following
COMMERCIAL & CheStS, |0ng case clocks table indicates the numerous projects (and their respective cost) that have resulted. No
FARM FUELS Mirrors, etc money has yet been spent on the Tennis Court and the balance of this account now stands
SE— Veneer r ir at £5301.54 at 31 March 2013.
. . e eerrepa . Date Amount (£) Project
Polishing and Waxing 11 April 2003 700.00 2 Canal Seats

05 April 2005 659.50 Goal Posts (Wessex Close)
05 April 2005 350.00 Independent Living Centre
05 April 2005 239.99 Footpath Stile
Tel 01225 764206 18 August 2005 1,500.00 Adventure Playground (School)
ToPUP SCHEfo%LigESET PAYMENT Mob 07709 6871 37 18 August 2005 241.05 Noticeboard
10 April 2006 8,138.06 2 Bus Shelters
Melksham De pot. 13 May 2006 1,205.00 Bus Shelter Ground Work
. 04 October 2006 2,000.00 Village Hall Tables & Chairs
01 225 704455 CO"eCtlon & 23 October 2006 1,735.75 Simply Gardens Plant Scheme
i i 23 October 2006 157.45 Waste Bin
De"very service 23 October 2006 150.00 Village Signage
23 October 2006 125.14 Flower Tub Planting
23 October 2006 300.00 Village Newsletter
16 February 2007 350.00 St Georges PCC - Sound System
10 March 2009 500.00 St George's School - Computer
JKL PCs T.A.P SERVICES 16 June 2010 2,115.00 Sports Field Goalposts
“No fix - no fee” 13 October 2010 9,000.00 Village Hall Improvements
13 October 2010 6,142.00 Sports Field
CORGI & OfTEC 13 October 2010 500.00 St George's PCC
!"#$%&'0*+, ( . 13 October 2010 2,288.17 Bus Shelter
USRI ()*% &b(,-[0 Wb R39|Sfered Agenfs 16 November 2011  2,250.00 Semington Sports Club
Call Leon: 16 November 2011  2,250.00 Village Hall
01380 870708 or 07775 677761 21 March 2012 100.00 Jubilee Flower Display
Tel/fax: 01373 463106 18 April 2012 100.00 St Georges School Music
. 02 May 2012 127.76 Jubilee Bunting
WWW-fdPSGI"VICGS-CO-Uk 17 May 2012 571.95 Jubilee Mugs
Free callouts!! 31 October 2012 51.00 Time Capsule
A oo 12 December 2012 51.92 Christmas Tree Fence
Broken ’Pads. &japtops RANGE COOKER 12 December 2012 45.00 Christmas Tree
a speciality SERVICING 12 December 2012 40.00 Time Capsule
. TOTAL: 43,984.74
Stanley Service Agents Less VAT Refund:  £2335.35
Semington, Wiltshire Less Grant Awards: £7107.91
Email: jklpcs@hotmail.cowk | ( (T
£34,541.48

RS RPN RN EAIY Total Spend from St GeorgesFund: ,  £34,541.48 (5106 Monies = £30,000)
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WILLIAMS

ADI 328572
Registered Approved Driving Instructor

STRUCTURED TRAINING
PATIENT FRIENDLY INSTRUCTOR
COMPETITIVE RATES

ASK ABOUT DISCOUNTS

Tel: 01380870767
Mob: 07855 708045

Have you always wanted to learn
the piano, or do you need a few
essons to get you back into the
swing?
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Can’t tune in new your new TV?

P.F.HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk

Unit 24 Meadows Works, Court St
Trowbridge. BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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TOM STEEL
01l Boiler Engineer @

{oftec Reg Mo CHO107)
COMMISSIONING

MAINTENANCE
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
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Need to get to the RUH?
Live in west Wiltshire?

from any hospital extension.

I,

Book Connect2 for work,
appointments or visiting.

To book call 08456 525255 option o
For information 01380 860100
To contact us from the hospital dial 1444

Connect2 RUH - a door-to-door service. +

co !gl CT

Funded by

Wiltshire Council

~—mm, Where everybody matters

GEOFf CAN DO IT!

Property Maintenance

#ave you a job you need to do
But the time is never right for
you?

Then let me help - give me a
call.

Inside or out, I do it all!
Plumbing, Electrical,
Painting & Decorating, Carpentry,
Tiling, Gardening, fencing

Geoff Eynon

Tel: 01225 752868
Mob: 07879 880532

This Christmas at Stems
Floride

MAKE A DOOR WREATH
Saturday 7th Decembeb.30pm

MAKE A MANTELPIE@RCAND
Sunday®8December-24.30pm

Small, friendly workshops at our
Semington studio. £40 cost includes
materials & refreshments. Please contact
Emma for more details or to book a place.

Bouquets & arrangements availa
order for Christmas

Tel 01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co

Bridae House. Seminaton. Trowbridae.
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St. George’s C of E Primary School

www.st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk
email: admin@st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk

St. GeorgeOs School: a place of learning, caring and sharing
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