OCTOBER 2014
SEMINGTON

Vicar:
Revd. Stephen Ball
22 Warren Road
Staverton
Trowbridge BA14 8UZ
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Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Sunday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Tuesday to
Friday
Thursday

ANGELS Ladies
8pm
“Book & Bacon” Lunch 12noon
Sem B Ladies
8pm
ANGELS Ladies
8pm
Sem WI
7-10pm
Sem A MEN
8pm
QUIZ
7.30pm
Sem A Ladies
8pm
Sem Parish Council
8pm
Steeple Ashton MEN
8pm
Sem A Men
8pm
Sem B Ladies
8pm
ANGELS Ladies
8pm
Sem B MEN
8pm
)
) Cup Matches to be advised
Police Security Help
11am

Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall
Village Hall

EVERY WEEK IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Bingo
Post Office
Stompers
Bridge Club
Zumba fitness
Coffee Morning
Semingtones Choir

Monday
Monday & Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday & Friday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

7.30pm
9.30am - 12.30
2.30 - 3.30pm
9.15 - 1pm
6.30pm - 7:30pm
10 - 12noon
6 - 7:30pm

MAGAZINE DEADLINES & ADVERTISING
Next deadline is 15th October for the November issue: email Leon Karas
at semparmag1@outlook.com. For all advertising enquiries, please
contact Jeremy Tyler on 870708 or email jez_tyler@hotmail.com.

BOOK SALE with PROCEEDS TO VILLAGE HALL FUNDS
There will be a BOOK SALE on Sat 4th October from 12 Noon until 2.00pm in
the Village Hall where SOUP AND BACON ROLLS will be AVAILABLE and all
proceeds will go to the Village Hall Funds.
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Kids' Klub - October 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd - all from 6-7pm at the
School. You are welcome if you are in school years 3-6, the cost is 30p. We
play games, have stories, make things, generally have fun! More
information from Bev Woodward, 870784 or Maureen Norton, 871424.
31 Club for you if you're at senior school. We meet once a month, usually
on a Friday evening, sometimes at our house (31 Pound Close), and other
times we go elsewhere for other activities – swimming, games, ten pin
bowling etc. It’s a Christian club, we have fun together, find out about God
and what he thinks of things that matter to us. If you're interested in
coming, contact Bev & Jack Woodward, 870784.
Bible Study - 7.45pm, 8th October - 9 Somerset Way, 22nd October - 31
Pound Close. Anyone is welcome - come and discover a bit more about
what the Bible is all about. Jack Woodward 870784
Christians in Semington - Wednesday 1st October, 7.45 - 9pm, 10 Pound
Lane.. Join us to pray for our community.

POST OFFICE IN
THE VILLAGE HALL
Monday and Thursday
9.30 - 12.30

Skittles Sticker Up Required
If any young person in the village, aged between 14-16, would like to stick
up pins for the Mens B team on Friday nights in the village hall please
contact Stuart Taylor on 07720 707326 or at 1 Pound Close for more
details.
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
...Seend Cleeve

01380 828025

We only board cats

www.cleevecats.co.uk
Lincoln’s Garden
Management
Fully Qualified Horticulturalist specialising
in Soft Landscape and Professional
Garden Maintenance. Available for all your
gardening requirements:
Lawn Care
Tree Care
Pressure Washing

Planting Schemes
Hedge Cutting
Garden Design

and all General Maintenance.

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.
Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or to
book an appointment

Call 01380 812271 / 07921169392
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Semington WI September Meeting.
Where has the summer gone, how many times have you heard that! After our
summer break, the WI met to welcome our speaker Anji Scofield who told her
story of her life in uniform. What an interesting life it has been too, starting
from school days to her retirement. I was amused to hear her opening remark
that the hardest thing about retirement was to decide what to wear when she
got up each day. Anji told us she never threw anything away so has a set of
every uniform she has ever worn, so used each set to illustrate her working life
story. This went from leaving school going to train as a nurse, midwifery, general hospital nursing, then a change of career and joining the army nursing
corps, which took her all over the world, including war zones, and rescuing the
injured, who needed to be flown back to Britain in a Hercules. She also met
many VIP’s in her career, including the Queen and Prince Philip, and had quite a
few medals presented to her. So many uniforms, which often would have been
thrown away if Anji hadn’t rescued them!
We had a great evening and enjoyed the catching up of news at the refreshment break, which Anji decided to stay and enjoy also.
The competition, a memento from the sea, was won by Edna, who brought in a
tiny figurine of the “Little Mermaid” from Copenhagen.
Next month we will have an entertainment by John Girvan to get us in the
mood for Halloween, entitled “Victorian Murder”. Join us if you dare!!!

Carole Ball
Outcome from the Housing Needs Survey
Semington Parish Council has welcomed a Wiltshire Council report on housing
needs in the village, and is grateful to everyone who took the trouble to respond. The report will be helpful as we work with villagers to think about, and
plan for, any future housing development. The survey shows that there's
a moderate ongoing need for housing in Semington. It also shows that, if there
is to be new housing, villagers want this to be small scale development of 2 and
3 bedroom family and retirement accommodation. Most of this should be
available to purchase, with some of this available for shared or low-cost ownership. This accords with the Parish Council's own wishes for Semington to retain
the character of a small village community and remain the sort of place where
people like to live. Copies of the survey report are available in the Village Hall.

Robert Oglesby - Chairman: Semington Parish Council
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Need help with your computer?

Regular or one-off service

Call Dave for user-friendly help
For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other smart
phones.
If your computer has ground to a halt, or
you want 1 to 1 instruction on how to use
your PC... internet security... download
pictures from your camera… how to use
software and much more… call Dave.

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!
Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale
Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

Tel: 01380 870 226

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807
e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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SEMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL - Edited Minutes of 17th Sept. 2014
Five members of the public were present initially.
Neighbourhood Policing.
1. August: Male released from custody, walked along the canal, stole a bike
from The Barge, then was located along the canal and arrested again for the
theft of the bike!
2. September: Steeple Ashton, Ashton Lane, Alpacas container broken into
and lawnmower and tools taken. Also at a similar time along the same lane
at Mud Mead an insecure car had sat nav taken from dash board.
Planning.
(a)14/07713/FUL-51 Littlemarsh-NEW-Demolition of existing dwelling
and erection of replacement dwelling with detached double garage.
These comments below in italics to be sent to Wiltshire Council:
The Council objects to this proposed development. The new dwelling should
assume the same building line as the original dwelling i.e. the front of the
new dwelling should coincide with the front of the existing dwelling. The
proposed dwelling is much larger than the original dwelling and by moving it
southwards it blocks light and is very intrusive. This proposed development is
contrary to Policy C38 of the West Wiltshire District Plan in that there will be
a significant loss of privacy and over shadowing of neighbouring properties.
The existing physical separation between Nos. 51, 50 and 52 Littlemarsh
should be preserved. The garage is to remain located as proposed.
(b)14/07757/FUL-15 Church St-NEW-Side extension to ground and first
floors. The Council has no objections to this proposed development.
(c)Cllr. Scott reported that the Final Report of the Rural Housing Needs
Survey had been issued containing the statement requested by the Council.
He was requested to place copies in the Village Hall and was asked to
contact Wiltshire Council to enquire whether it will make use of the report or
take account of it when considering planning applications.
Highways/Environment.
The Council resolved that Mr Renfrew of Streetscene Focal Point be thanked
for ensuring that the roundabout grass had been cut regularly this year. The
Chairman stated that Cllr. Robinson had contacted Wiltshire Council in
relation to possible road safety improvements at Semington and a reply was
awaited.
World War 1 Commemorations/Semington War Memorial.
The Council resolved that Mr Ray Heard, whose initiative gave rise to this
successful event, should be thanked. Cllr. Rimmer reported that an oak tree
had been planted to commemorate the anniversary and the Council agreed
to the purchase of an engraved plaque to be placed nearby.
Any Other Business.
The Chairman stated that ‘defibrillators’ were being supplied to local
organisations and that he would obtain further information for the Council.
Date of Next Meetings - 15 Oct and 19 Nov. (see also Page 9 Addendum)
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Chris Walker
Plumbing services & Home
Improvements
For a Friendly, reliable & local
service
Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •
Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.For

a free quotation please call Chris

on: 07837 589919 or 01380 870537

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987
Extensions
Garages

Renovations
Patios,

Drives, etc.
General Building Works
Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel.
Mobile

01225 344624
07970 737321

City & Guilds Accredited
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September’s Quiz was set by Mike
and Liz from The Oldies, so our
thanks to them for an excellent quiz.
We had 6 teams in attendance but it
would be great to increase the numbers. You would be very welcome! The Marathon involved working out the
song title and artist from one line of the lyric, which was fun, as everyone mouthed the songs to try and work out which song it was. Team ‘Four
Man Bobless’ were the winners of the cash prize. Terry’s Turnips team
(Neil and Margaret) were in the lead from Two’s Company and Four Man
Bobless at half time and the positions remained unchanged by the end of
the quiz, so well done to them. The titles of the rounds included Blockbusters (e.g., Which TMAB was the title of David Niven’s autobiography?), Cities (e.g., Which city is known as the city of peace and justice?)
and Out of Africa (e.g., Which is the largest African city by population?). The Twit Twos team will set the next quiz. The next quiz dates
are SUNDAY 12 October & 16 November.
(ANSWERS: The Moon’s a Balloon, The Hague & Cairo.)
Julia Wade

Addendum to Parish Council Minutes from page 7
Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations DPD & Settlement Boundaries Consultation. The Council discussed this at some length and also noted the
comments made by members of the public during the Public Adjournment.
The Council resolved to respond to Wiltshire Council as below (in italics):
Do you consider that the criterion for defining the proposed settlement
boundaries to be the correct ones?
Comment:
No.
Do you consider that the proposed draft settlement boundaries are drawn in
accordance with the criterion?
Comment:
No.
Are there any areas of the proposed draft settlement boundaries that should
be modified?
Comment:
Yes.
Are you looking at reviewing your settlement boundary through a neighbourhood plan?
Comment:
No.
Do you have any additional comments relevant to the boundary review?
Comment: Semington Parish Council cannot understand the reasons for the
proposed new boundaries not following the normal curtilages of houses and
field boundaries. For example, at Grid Reference G6 there is a horizontal
(East/West) division of the field. The criterion that excludes 'curtilages of
properties which have the capacity to extend the built form of the settlement.
This includes large residential gardens' is not agreed.
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?
If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it is
never too late to learn something new
or do something different.
Linda Winstock,
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01380 870804
Public Liability Insured
CRB Cleared

10

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Microsoft Virus??
We’ve all had repeated calls from ‘Microsoft’ claiming
they have detected a virus on your computer and have
you noticed it takes ages to get logged on? They can fix
it for £50…. Of course there isn’t a virus (or at least not
one they can detect) and if there was one they couldn’t fix it! Do not be
drawn in to a conversation with them – just put the phone down, or if
you’re feeling mischievous, say “ just hold on a minute” and put the handset under a cushion for a while.
Thefts
It’s been reported that two chainsaws have been stolen from an outbuilding, and elsewhere entry was gained to a house via a skylight. A car was stolen and an untidy search of the house was made. Recently two males made
off near the Corston area of Malmesbury after an owner of a property came
home to find them in his shed. One of the males is described as wearing a
pink top and a baseball cap. They drove from the location towards Corston
in a white van, possibly an insignia model. If anyone noticed this van in their
area or any males matching the description please can you contact Wiltshire
Police on 101. It is clear that we still have people visiting the area to target
sheds and outbuildings so please keep vigilant and secure your property the
best way you can.
Pension Laws
There will be a lot of people with a lot of cash around soon with the change
in the pension laws, which will need careful handling. Do not be drawn into
scams by people calling themselves ‘pension liberators’ or the like, who can
take all your pension and leave you destitute. Also remember that if you
take your pension pot early you will be liable to a tax bill of 55% (or 70% if
you fail to report it to HMRC).
On-Line Money Transfers
Be careful when transferring money electronically i.e. on-line. There have
been several reports of people making simple errors and accidentally sending their money to the wrong account. If you need to send large amounts
send a small amount first to make sure it gets through.
Paul Bowyer 870 512
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St. George’s C of E
Primary School
www.st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk

email: admin@st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk

In God’s love we cherish, challenge & inspire
“Good in every category—2013”
St George’s is once more a hive of activity and it has been wonderful to see so
many children returning to school eager to share all the wonderful experiences
they have had over the summer. There has been a wonderful buzz around the
school with the children eagerly and enthusiastically engaging with the learning.
A special mention has to go out to our new Reception children as they have
settled extremely quickly and also to our other new starters in the other year
groups. The school welcomed 18 Reception children this year and 5 children in
other year groups taking our total to 79 pupils.
To welcome the new parents into the school community the Friends
of St George’s are holding a welcome tea after school on Friday 19th
October in the school hall.
Prior to the children returning to school, the staff attended two
training days, one covered First Aid and the other was spent with governors
and focused on the school ethos, as we felt that the existing school ethos of:
“Learning, Sharing, Caring” was too generic and did not adequately reflect the
specific character of St George’s School. Following a discussion about the core
values that we aim to instil in the school, we came up with the new ethos: “In
God’s love we cherish, challenge and inspire” – you may have already spotted it
on the website! We aim, over the next few weeks, to explain this change to the
children, and to clarify the meaning of the words chosen, so that they are aware
of why it is so important and to enable them to encourage each other in living it
out.
The school has changed our catering provision, and we welcome Dawn Payne to
the school to serve the children’s dinners. Dawn has replaced Michelle Kelly
who chose to continue her contract with our previous caterers. Dawn has
settled in very quickly and the response from children, staff and parents to
Dawn and the new catering company – SODEXHO, has been extremely positive.
The new academic year also sees us implementing a new curriculum which we
hope will provide a fantastic base to drive the children’s learning forward.
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As a reminder, if you are a parent with a child who is due to start primary
school in September 2015, applications need to be received at Wiltshire Council
by 15th January 2015. St George’s will be holding an Open Morning to welcome
prospective parents on Thursday 6th November.
In line with part of our new ethos ‘to inspire’,
on Friday the 12th September the children
watched the Tour of Britain cycle race and
cheered on the cyclists. They thoroughly
enjoyed it and waved their flags
enthusiastically - we hope this inspired them
and showed what can be achieved through
hard work and determination!

Gordon Campbell, Headteacher

SUMMER SKITTLES
We have just finished the season. It consisted of some
very GOOD weeks and some very BAD weeks score
wise. Even so we managed to end up 4th in the league
out of 10 teams, with a final score of 133 points.
Nigel Taylor had the highest average with a score of
20.15, also he had the highest number of Spares in the
season with 3. Nigel also took part in the Delegates Cup
and came 3rd.
I would like to thank everyone who took part for their commitment to
the team over the summer, also our new sticker up Charlie Stockley.
By the time that this comes out in print we would have enjoyed a end
of season meal at the Golden Fleece (Shaw).
Thanks again, from your Captain – Marilyn Taylor.
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Beautiful, stylish flowers
Wedding flowers
Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements
Funeral tributes

To order by phone or to arrange to visit the
Stems Studio in Semington please contact
Emma Payne on

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk
Local delivery available
Bridge House, Semington, Trowbridge
BA14 6JT

14

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL NEWS FROM JONATHON SEED
Melksham River Festival
As the leaves fall, the pace of Council business picks up with memories of
holidays for those that could take a break, becoming just that. I was not
able to go away this summer and was quite busy periodically in County Hall
but I did get out and about locally a great deal. One of the events that I attended on a lovely early September Saturday was the Melksham River Festival. This was a superb event where the Wiltshire and Berkshire Canal Trust
gave a great showcase of the opportunities that are on offer for the town of
Melksham and all our surrounding villages when the canal extensions and
the river eventually join in this exciting project. I fully support this project
and will do all that I can to help it along.
Rights of Way Dept
One of the issues that I have picked up is that as the Council becomes leaner
and strives to be more efficient there are more and more examples of
where communities need to be encouraged to help themselves. An example
of this is with our Rights of Way department. Wiltshire has a great network
of Rights of Way but central government cuts of 30% to Council funding has
meant that the Council has to be more efficient across the board and that
includes in the maintenance of our Rights of Way. Coincidentally the new
My Wiltshire app has given residents a superbly efficient opportunity to report problems with roads, waste, environment and of course Rights of Way
(and if you have not downloaded the application have a go!). However the
law of unintended consequences has come into play and the new app has
increased reporting of Rights of Way issues by 25% and reconciling the two
clearly presents a management challenge to Council officers.
Local Interest Groups
The result of doing more with less is that communities also need to be prepared to do more for themselves or accept that some things which we have
expected the Council to do may no longer be possible as the Council reverts
to concentrating on its statutory requirements. One of the ways to get
more done is to encourage the formation of local interest groups to help
with path clearance and this is proving to be highly effective in many parishes across the County or possibly doing things for ourselves and doing (as
I do) the mowing of the roadside grass verges outside our own houses.

Jonathon Seed
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Fuelcare

Anthony Lovatt

YOUR NEW LOCAL SUPPLIER OF

Furniture
Restoration

HOME HEATING OIL,
COMMERCIAL &
FARM FUELS

Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

TOP UP SCHEME & BUDGET PAYMENT

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

AVAILABLE

Collection &
01225 704455

Delivery service

T.A.P SERVICES
Gas & Oil
Rangecooker Servicing
Oil Boiler Servicing
GASSAFE & OFTEC
Registered
Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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NATURE NOTES
Hurrahing in Harvest
SUMMER ends now; now, barbarous in beauty, the stooks arise
Around; up above, what wind-walks! what lovely behaviour
Of silk-sack clouds! has wilder, wilful-wavier
Meal-drift moulded ever and melted across skies?
I walk, I lift up, I lift up heart, eyes,
Down all that glory in the heavens to glean our Saviour;
And, éyes, heárt, what looks, what lips yet gave you a
Rapturous love’s greeting of realer, of rounder replies?
And the azurous hung hills are his world-wielding shoulder
Majestic – as a stallion stalwart, very-violet-sweet! –
These things, these things were here and but the beholder
Wanting; which two when they once meet,
The heart rears wings bold and bolder
And hurls for him, O half hurls earth for him off under his feet.
Gerard Manley Hopkins drafted this, typically complex and prematurely
modern, sonnet in September 1877 in the Vale of Clwyd, as he walked
home from a day’s fishing in the River Elwy. It’s a harvest festival sort of
poem.

THE BOOK CLUB
Nine members, including one new member - welcome
to Prisca - attended on Thurs18 Sept and gave their
opinions on You're Next by Gregg Hurwitz. He was
unknown as an author to most members and Jill had done some research on him. He has written 14 thrillers and has been translated into
22 languages. The majority of members found the book a gripping,
page turner with great characters and the suspense had a dash of humour. Some members found the scenario unbelievable and did not like
the graphic violence. Overall however a 'yes' vote. The next book we
will be discussing is Fallen Skies by Phillipa Gregory on Thursday 23
October at 7.30 p.m. in the pub. It has been suggested that for one or
more meetings a year each member summarises and recommends a
book they have read rather than everyone commenting on the same
book. This was thought to be a good idea especially for a busy time of
the year, possibly the Christmas meeting. All are welcome to the meetings.
Angela Grodzicka (870756)
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LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

GOOD
QUALITY

Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6BU
Tel.01380 871555
Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.

HARDWOOD

LOGS
FOR SALE
CALL BILL
0N
01380 870237

DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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St. George’s Church
The church is usually open and available for quiet
thought and prayer. You are always welcome to come
and sit for a few minutes inside or enjoy the peace on the seats on
the south side of the building. If lonely or in need of a friendly chat,
the folk from the village offer a listening ear. Phone Bev on 870784 or
pop into the regular Thursday coffee mornings in the Village Hall.
Church Bookings - to be made through PCC Secretary, Jack Woodward, 31 Pound Close or telephone 870784. If you require the heating to be put on, please ask at time of booking.
The Village Bible Study Group meets regularly for
prayer and study—it all sounds very boring but actually we have lively, wide ranging discussions and
never an evening passes without laughter between
us all. Why not try us out? Ring 871424 for more
information.
Christenings:
Sunday 24th August - Molly Rose Brailey and Archie John Brailey
Sunday 31st August - Phoebe Grace Rimmer
Sunday 7th September - Oliver Alexander Harry Farmer

Paws
For thought

“If we have no peace,
it is because we have
forgotten that we belong to one another.”
Mother Teresa
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CATHOLIC NEWS
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST TROWBRIDGE
& ST BERNADETTE’S WESTBURY
PARISH PRIEST CANON LIAM O’DRISCOLL
TELEPHONE 01225 752152
www.stjohnthebaptist.co.uk
St John’s Sunday Masses : Saturday (Vigil) 6pm; Sunday 10.30am & 6pm
Weekday Masses: Mon: 9am; Tues: 6pm; Wed: 12.10pm; Fri 6pm Sat: 10am; 6pm
(Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass. SVP Fri 6.45pm
Confessions: Sat: 10.30-11.15am and 5-5.45pm
St Bernadette’s Sunday Mass - 9am Weekday Mass -Thursday 11 am
Confessions/Reconciliation before Mass and any time on request.
THE NEW 300 CLUB 2014
Subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly. New members are
most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10 -£5 monthly.
Information and application form from Francis Geraghty – details below
SHARING OUR FAITH. The Group meets in the Parish Centre Trowbridge on
Wednesdays from 8-9pm. This is open to anyone wishing to learn more about the
Catholic Church.
SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND. Any catholic who is sick or housebound
should let Canon Liam (01225 752152) know as he would be pleased to arrange a
visit and bring Holy Communion, if desired.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Saturday 6th December 11.00am in St Augustine’s Catholic College, Wingfield Road,
Trowbridge. Stalls – Lunches – Refreshments –Games ; Father Christmas Grotto ; The
Grand Draw with Awesome Prizes (£500 Cash, £200 Cash, £100 cash, Case of Wines,
Sumptuous Christmas Hamper, Superbly Decorated Exquisite Christmas Cake.)
THE ‘BEST IN THE WEST’ WITH BARGAINS GALORE & FUN-FUN-FUN
FUTURE EVENTS
Carol Concert in St John’s Parish Centre, Community Singing, Mulled Wine &
Mince Pies, Trowbridge early December.
PARISH GOLF DAY Thursday 9th October from 10am at Frome Golf Club.
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ST JOHN’S PARISH & CONFERENCE CENTRE
Our Parish & Conference Centre provides first class facilities for conferences,
training courses, retreats and social events. Our extensive facilities can
accommodate up to100 people with a fully equipped IT Suite plus catering facilities
and extensive free car parking. Contact 01225 767215 for further information.
For information on any of the above contact Francis Geraghty 01380
871083 or email: f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
World War 1 Commemorations/Semington War Memorial. 1914-1918

The weather on the 3rd of August 1914 was 17.1c sunny. One hundred years later
the villagers gathered at 3pm, again a sunny day, at the War Memorial in the
churchyard to remember all those who left Semington to join the Great War (the
war to end all wars).
Sadly 10 did not return and 2 more died as a result of their war service in 19201921. They are buried in the churchyard and St George's is listed as a
Commonwealth War Cemetery. The refurbishment of our memorial would not have
been possible without the very major donations from the businesses at Semington
Turnpike, Marcos Cars, Semington Crematorium, Manor Farm and the local
Villagers. Melksham area board provided funds.
The service was supported by military associations, RN White Star, Army, Royal
Engineers, Duke of Edinburgh's Royal Regiment (Wilts), Korean War, and the Royal
British Legion, all with their standards. Following the service, tea was held at the
Village Hall which let the hall free with a donation from the Parish Council. I would
thank everyone who attended and made it a very special day.
Ray Heard
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The Canalside Benefice
St. Michael and All Angels, Hilperton with St. Mary the Virgin, Whaddon;

St. George’s, Semington;
St Paul’s, Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
near the Kennet and Avon Canal, within the Dioceses of Salisbury

What’s in a Day Off ?
Dear Friends,
Oh what a fascinating subject this is; too much to cover in detail in this
short letter. I find myself increasingly concerned by the way we live and work.
Perhaps I should substitute the word ‘I’ for ‘we’. In particular the attitude of
many to a day of rest is worrying. We live such busy lives now and many I know
are driven from dawn to dusk. Having just been to Sweden it is clear to me that
our approach as a nation to work/life balance is appalling if not a danger to
health, wellbeing and family life. Employers’ demands of their staff in some
areas of commerce, industry and the caring professions, especially salaried
employees, show a distinct lack of respect for human need, family life and,
indeed, themselves. This is not helped at all by our successive governments’
policies and, for that matter, sometimes our own desires for more, bigger and
better. In Sweden 8 hours, on the whole, means 8 hours and not 10 or even 12.
What I really struggle with is the notion that many willing to work this way see
themselves as providing a better life for their families, when in fact in order to
achieve their goal they are sacrificing the very thing that they are working for,
their family.
It is important to recognise at this point, of course, that some are forced to live
this way in order to survive and I struggle with that too. By and large, however,
the problem is not so much individual in origin, rather, it is systemic, and as a
culture we will be forced along in the current until we decide to do differently.
That is easier said than done but making changes is not impossible.
We may not be able to change everything but we can change some things. For
me, swept along by a busy job that is ever demanding and never ending – literally – the key is making choices that are life giving and life building. The focus
of this is a day off a week, a day of rest. Rest is not about lying about doing
nothing, though if that is your choice so be it, it is about coming back to our
centre, bringing order out of chaos, building our relationships, enjoying, smiling, laughing. That could include tasks that maintain life, washing, shopping,
etc. but ideally rest should restore balance. A wise person once said to me, “If
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you don’t take your rest days then they will all come at once and you will be
too ill to enjoy them”.
As a child Sunday was always kept special. Brought up in a strict
Christian family I found them really boring and limiting; not a healthy picture
of a rest day either. Although I am consciously not wanting to preach a
‘religious’ message here it is worth noting Jesus’ attitude to the Sabbath in
Mark’s Gospel. He said, “People were not made for the good of the Sabbath.
The Sabbath was made for the good of people. In other words it is for our
health, wellbeing and benefit. In saying this, Jesus was completely consistent
with the commandment ‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy’. Holy
simply means, set apart, without all the baggage of the meaning from our
childhoods. For Christians that would mean ‘set apart for God’, which includes family and activities that build life together – this would, for us, include meeting together not because we have to but because we want to and
because we believe we are resourced in that by God.
History shows us that we need this rest. Various attempts to manipulate the length and composition of the week have failed miserably. It is worth
going online and reading about Stalin’s attempt in the early 20th century. We
need to value ourselves and each other, we need to decide what is important
in life and we need to make the space we require to make us human with all
our beauty, creativity, quirks, love and passion. There is meant to be a day of
rest for a reason! Every blessing.

Stephen

(Rector) 01225 774903 sb54rev@gmail.com
~

From Gwen & Clarence Farr of 53 Littlemarsh
We would like to thank our friends and neighbours of Littlemarsh
and the Village for their kind messages of sympathy during our
recent loss. It was greatly appreciated.
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St.Michael’s Hilperton with St. Mary’s Whaddon:
St. George’s, Semington;
St. Paul’s Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
near the Kennet and Avon Canal, within the diocese of Salisbury
YOU ARE MOST WELCOME TO JOIN ANY OF THE SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE
There are pew sheets in the churches which give details of all events in the Benefice.

St. George’s
Semington

St Michael’s
Hilperton

St. Mary
Magdalen’s
Horse Rd
Hilperton
Marsh

Sunday
5th Oct

9.15am
Parish
Communion

8am Harvest
Communion
11am
Methodist
Harvest
Festival

11am
Parish
Communion

Sunday
12th Oct

9.15am
Morning
Prayer

9.15am
Parish
Communion
11am
Methodist
Service

6pm
Evening
Worship

Sunday
19th Oct

6.00pm
Evening
Worship

11am
Together in
Worship

4pm
Tea Time
Service

Sunday
26th Oct

9.15am
Together in
Worship

9.15am
Parish
Communion

11am
Parish
Communion

Church
Services
OCT
2014
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St. Mary
the Virgin
Whaddon

6.30pm
Harvest
Festival

