NOVEMBER 2015
SEMINGTON

Contact Minister for Semington:
Revd. Hugh Hoskins
42 St. Mary’s Close
Hilperton Marsh
Trowbridge BA14 7PW
Tel. 01225 781579
Mob. 07710 514808
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Semington Diary

NOVEMBER 2015 (in the Village Hall unless stated)
2nd
3rd
3rd
5th
7th
9th
10th
12th
14th
15th
18th
21st
24th
25th
26th
30th
30th

Mon
Tues
Tues
Thur
Sat
Mon
Tues
Thurs
Sat
Sun
Wed
Sat
Tues
Wed
Thur
Mon
Mon

WI Skittles
SEM A Ladies Skittles
SEM A Ladies Skittles
Book Club
St John’s Xmas Bazaar
SA Skittles
Angels Skittles
Sem WI
Jumble Sale
Quiz Night
Angels Skittles
Food Night
SEM B Ladies Skittles
Parish Council Mtg
SA Skittles
Xmas Tree Setup
WI Skittles

7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm Somerset Arms
11am (see page 25)
7.30pm
8pm
7pm
2pm St. George’s School
7.30pm
8pm
8pm (see page 13)
7.30pm
8pm
8pm
Village Green
7.30pm

EVERY WEEK IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Bingo
Post Office
Stompers
Bridge Club
Zumba fitness
Coffee Morning
Semingtones Choir
Baby/Toddler Group

Monday
7.30pm
Monday & Thursday
9.30am - 12.30
Tuesday
2.30 - 3.30pm
Tuesday & Friday
9am - 1pm
Wednesday
6.30 - 7.30pm
Thursday
10 - 12noon
Friday
6 - 7.30pm
Tuesday
10-11.30am
St. George’s School - term time only
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VILLAGE EVENTS & NEWS
Messy Church - the next one is on Saturday 28th November, 11-1pm
in the school hall. There will be more activities, suitable for all ages,
and lunch included so that you can forget about cooking for the
day. (Suggested donation £1.) Please let us know if you can come so
that we'll have enough food! Phone Bev/Jack on 870784 or text
07922 105084. Messy Church is for all ages, but children must bring
an adult.
Christians in Semington - Wednesday 4th November, 7.45 - 9pm, 9
Somerset Way. Join us to pray for our community.

Editor’s Thoughts
So, what’s hot off the press this week?

The WI and Book Club seem to be thriving (see page 5 and 7).

Lots of people have tried Windows 10 and think it’s great. If
you are one of the ones who don’t like it, give me a call and I
will try to help.

We have a great food night coming up on 21st Nov (see page
13). Miss it at your peril!

The new housing development on St. George’s Road seems to
be gaining pace (see page 14).

Don’t miss the Jumble Sale at the school on 14th November
(page 15).

Scams, scams scams. It’s getting worse as the internet grows
bigger. Lots of advice - see page 21.
MAGAZINE DEADLINES & ADVERTISING
Next deadline is Wednesday 25th November 2015 for the combined
December/January issue: email Leon, the Editor, at
semparmag1@outlook.com. For all advertising enquiries, please
contact Jeremy on 870708 or email jez_tyler@hotmail.com
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
...Seend Cleeve

01380 828025

We only board cats

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.
Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or to
book an appointment
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Semington WI October Meeting

Our October meeting was a real knockout
(you had to be there). Carole Ball gave a
wonderful report on the Royal Garden Party,
held as part of the WI Centenary celebrations,
that she attended. It gave us all an insight into what we missed.
Sounded like an excellent day, albeit very tiring. After we had a talk
by Roz Chandler on 'Exercise to Healthy Eating'. She was able to tell
us how we should be filling our plates with the correct portions of
food. She also taught us how to exercise using a waltz step and
country dancing. It was a very entertaining evening. November will
see us creating sugar craft decorations for our Christmas cakes etc,
with Val and Sue showing us how to do so. I would also like to take
this opportunity to say a very warm welcome to three new members,
Pam, Cindy and Angie. It was also good to see a couple more new
faces and we hope to see them again. Just a reminder to WI ladies
we have a skittles evening in December so be ready to buy your
tickets at our next meeting, Thursday, 12th November.
Deb Hurn

Thank you from Mac Bennett
Mac would like to thank all who attended St George’s Harvest Festival
and his retirement service. How lovely to see the church full and the
wonderful singing of the ‘Semingtones Lady’s Choir’ and the beautiful
voice of Lorraine singing ‘Amazing Grace’. Friends old and new
travelled some distance to be here. Weston-super-Mare,
Shaftesbury, Chichester and Warminster to mention a few. The
gathering in the village hall after the Service was enjoyed by all with
many stories of the olden days! The refreshments, prepared by
Marilyn Taylor were excellent with very little left at the end. Thank
you all once again for coming, especially Jude for the T shirt. You
made my day by all being there. Thank you and God Bless you all.
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The Somerset Arms
Freehouse
NEW WINTER HOMEMADE MENU
DAILY SPECIALS
XMAS PARTY MEALS
Available from 1st-24th December
Xmas Day bar only from 11-3
Xmas Eve normal service with late bar
and disco
High Street, Semington
Reservations 01380 870067
Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Need help with your computer?

Regular or one-off service

Call Dave for user-friendly help
For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other smart
phones. If your computer has ground to a
halt, or you want 1 to 1 instruction on how
to use your PC... internet security...
download pictures from your camera…
how to use software and much more…
call Dave.

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

If I can’t help I won’t charge.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale
Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

01225 705782

01380 870767 or 07799 337807
e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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I am happy to report that 6
teams attended the October quiz,
.and one was a new team; so
welcome to ‘The Codgers’ team.
The quiz was set by Esme, Philip,
Colin and myself.
The Marathon this month, was the traditional picture quiz, with photos
from British TV Sitcoms and Spot the Dog, where you had to identify
the dog in the photo, e.g., Nipper from His Master’s Voice and Santa’s
Little Helper from The Simpsons. The winners by 2½ points from ‘Rose
between two thorns’ team, were Terry’s Turnips, with 55 out of 60
points. Very impressive.
Half time in the Main Quiz saw 3 teams on 39 points and one on 38 – so
it was extremely close. The rounds in the second half definitely
stretched the teams a bit more, with rounds on Wiltshire, Swords and
Trivia. Colin showed his enthusiasm for Wonder Woman with a question
on who used the Lassoo of Truth and Philip wanted to know ‘What was
killed by a vorpal sword (which went snicker-snack) in Alice Through the
Looking Glass?’ (The Jaberwocky.). With questions like ‘What was the
original purpose of bubble wrap?’ (as a textured wallpaper!) you can’t say
the questions lacked variety!
Before the last round the Close Friends team were in the lead, but they
lost it in the last round and came 3 rd overall, with Brian’s Choice second
and the winners were Terry’s Turnips: Neil, Margaret and Jackie. Well
done to them on a clean sweep.
We look forward to seeing more people at the next quiz. If you come
alone we can always put you in a team. See you there!
NEXT QUIZ: SUNDAY 15 NOVEMBER, 7.30 for 7.45pm start.

Julia Wade

BOOK CLUB
Book Club met on Friday 25 September and discussed
Summertime by Vanessa Lafaye. Jill read out an
interview with the author printed in The Guardian. It
described how she came to write the book ‘in a flurry of creative energy'
when recovering from cancer. The book is based on true events in Florida in
the 1930s and the whole group enjoyed it. It is well written, atmospheric
and gripping - a real page turner. The next meeting will be on Thursday 5
November at 7.30pm. in the Somerset Arms when we will be discussing The
Glass Room by Simon Mawer. All welcome.

Angela Grodzicka 870756
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YOUR LOCAL

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

DECORATOR
30 Yrs experience
 Residential
 Commercial
 Quality Work

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

 All local towns covered.

JOHN E GREEN
For a free estimate call

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel.
01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

01380 871225 or
07801 073800

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers
Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements
Funeral tributes

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Beautiful, stylish flowers for

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

all events
To order by phone or to arrange to visit the
Stems Studio in Semington please contact

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •
Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.

Emma Payne on

01225 700020

.

www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537

Local delivery available
Bridge House, Semington,
Trowbridge, BA14 6JT

Based in Semington, Trowbridge
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WILTSHIRE GOOD NEIGHBOURS
Stay Warm, Stay Healthy
Few of us look forward to the arrival of the winter months, and as we get
older our bodies can find it harder to cope with the cold, but by being
prepared, we can stay warm and healthy this winter. Here are a few things
to consider, and information about where you can find sources of help.










If you are over 65 you are entitled to a free flu jab. Flu can develop
into pneumonia which can be very serious. GP surgeries hold flu
clinics at this time of year, so make sure you have booked in.
Ideally your living areas should be 18 – 21 degrees C during the day.
Try to heat your bedroom before you go to bed. I have a supply of
free room thermometers, so please contact me if you would like one.
Try to keep moving if you can as this generates heat. Wearing
several thin layers of clothing helps to keep you warmer than
wearing one thick one, and eating at least one hot meal a day and
having plenty of warm drinks will help keep your body temperature
up.
You can request your pharmacy to deliver your regular medication if
you can’t get out, or call your local Link scheme who may be able to
find a volunteer to collect it for you.
Even if it’s cold, don’t give up on staying connected to friends, family
and social groups. Getting out of the house and socialising helps us to
feel happier and healthier. Many groups and activities run during the
day and if you do not have a means of getting there, the Link may be
able to help you. If you can’t get out, try to stay in touch by phone. I
can give you information about social groups and activities running in
your area.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me if I can provide any more information
on getting ready for winter or any other issue affecting older people in our
villages. Lise Griffiths 07541 353430 or email
melkshamgnc@communityfirst.org.uk.
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.
Linda Winstock,
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared

Can’t tune in your new TV?

P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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Keeping Our Community Safe
Emergency Planning Workshop
The Melksham Area Board invites you
to an Emergency Planning Workshop
for local town and parish councils
Date: Thursday 3rd December 2015
Time: 5.30—7.30pm
Venue: Canberra Youth Centre,
Melksham
The workshop will be led by a range
of experts who deal with Flooding,
Snow, Storm, Public Health and the
Emergency Services.
A range of tools and templates will be
provided to refresh Emergency Plans
for your communities, and to discuss
any issues or queries that you may have.
Light refreshments will be available from 5pm. Please feel free to
share with partners such as community volunteers, voluntary groups,
neighbourhood watches, local business groups, etc.
Please contact Rhys Schell, Community Engagement Manager for further information rhys.schell@wiltshire.gov.uk or 01225 716752
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Semington Social Club
Saturday 21st November 2015

Is Food Night!
Join us for
‘Chicken, chatter & a medley of desserts’
Starts at 8pm
Tickets £9 available from the
Village Hall Social Club
or Coffee Mornings
ALL WELCOME

Paws
For thought

”Greater love has no one
than this: to lay down
one’s life for one’s
friends.”

It’s in the Bible:
John 15 verse 13

13

St. George’s C of E Primary School
Pound Lane, Semington,
Trowbridge, Wilts BA14 6LP
Telephone: 01380 870243
admin@st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr Gordon Campbell
St George’s School has enjoyed receiving a tremendous amount of post
during October – lots of thank you cards and letters! The harvest produce
kindly donated by families at school was received gratefully by those of more
elder years within our community. Not only were they thankful for the gift,
there was a huge amount of positive feedback about our Year 6s,
commenting on how polite and well-mannered they were as they took the
produce round to the houses. Some also remarked on enjoying longer
conversations with the children as they did this. We are grateful to all the
parent helpers and volunteers who supported the Year 6 pupils by
accompanying them.
In November children from St George’s will
take part in the Remembrance Service in
Semington.
The school has been lucky enough to receive a
wonderful book donated by Ray Heard and
Semington Parish Council entitled “Semington
at War”. It shares details of the fallen from
World War I, World War II and the Korean War
from our village. It is very interesting for our
students to think about the brave young
soldiers of the past and their families.
On Saturday 14th November there will be a jumble sale at school starting at
2pm. Please come along and join us if you can.
Also, an early reminder; the Christingle Service will take place in the church
on Wednesday 2nd December at 6.30pm; all those who would like to join us
would be very welcome.
Gordon Campbell
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News from the Friends of St George's
Jumble Sale
The Jumble is planned for Saturday 14th November. If you have any
Jumble please bring it along to the school on Friday 13th November
after 3pm or Saturday morning from 10am onwards. Many thanks.
The Christmas Fair is planned for Friday 11th December, 3.15pm – 5pm.
There will be lots of games, craft
stalls for children, Santa’s Grotto and
a BBQ. Children from St George's
school will also be singing some
Christmas songs. Everyone welcome
to come along and join in the festivities.
EasyFundRaising Reminder
If you shop online to purchase items, such as food, clothes, toys or
insurance you could be raising money for the school at the same time.
Register on the easyfundraising website and you could start raising
money too! We have raised over £120 so far!
www.easyfundraising.co.uk
Empty Ink cartridges
The school is also collecting empty ink cartridges which can be turned
into money for the school. Therefore, if you have any empty ones
please drop them into the school.

Friends of St George's
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In Flanders Fields
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

Written by John McCrae (1872 - 1918)
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL NEWS FROM JONATHON SEED
I quite often find that my local work as your Wiltshire Councillor comes
together with my wider County focussed work as the Cabinet Member for
Housing, Leisure, Libraries and Flooding. There are often occasions when I need
to take decisions in the interests of the County but generally local interests and
County interests converge.
One area where this has happened recently is within my housing
portfolio. There are huge changes to our affordable housing provision being
made by the impending Housing Bill but Wiltshire is gearing up to get ahead of
the game. A specific example is that Wiltshire residents are at the forefront of
the housing Help to Buy scheme. This scheme is aimed at giving real practical
help to those who aspire to home ownership but thought that they could not
afford to buy a house. I recently launched a well attended Help to Buy event in
Trowbridge and more residents have now taken advantage of the governments
Help to Buy scheme in Wiltshire than in any other County in the country. This
will become especially important as wider Right to Buy options and different
affordable housing options emerge from the Housing Bill.
In Semington a new housing development of 24 mixed use houses has been
worked up between Hannick Homes and the community on land south of St
Georges Road. This will include the long awaited provision of allotments for
community use. This development is shortly to go forward to seek planning
permission but does so with a great deal of community support largely because
the developers have extensively consulted in public at all stages with Semington
Parish Council. There will be several affordable houses available for locals to
purchase within this development and I look forward to seeing this scheme
move forward.
On a separate subject locals from the village have become increasingly angry at
motorists who illegally use the road bridge over the canal to take a shortcut
between Melksham and Trowbridge. Semington villagers have now established
a local "bridge watch" group in conjunction with the Neighbourhood Police
Team and will be monitoring illegal use of the canal road bridge. Vehicle
Registration Numbers of offending motorists will be reported to the police who
may take action against the drivers concerned. My support goes to all those
worthy volunteers who are helping to make this scheme work.
Jonathon Seed, Cabinet Member for Housing, Leisure, Libraries and
Flooding, Chairman of Melksham Area Board, Member for Summerham and
Seend, Wiltshire Council. Tel. 01380 850696 Mob: 07770 774463
www.jonathonseed.com
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Words

NATURE NOTES

Out of us all that make rhymes,
Will you choose sometimes –
As the winds use a crack in a wall or a drain,
Their joy or their pain to whistle through –
Choose me, you English words?
I know you: you are light as dreams,
Tough as oak, precious as gold, as poppies and corn
Or as an old cloak: sweet as our birds to the ear,
As the burnet rose in the heat of Midsummer:
Strange as the races of dead and unborn:
Strange and sweet equally, and familiar, to the eye,
As the dearest faces that a man knows,
And as lost homes are: but though older far
Than oldest yew – as our hills are, old –
Worn new again and again, young as our streams after rain:
And as dear as the earth which you prove that we love.
Make me content with some sweetness
From Wales whose nightingales have no wings –
From Wiltshire and Kent and Herefordshire,
And the villages there – from the names, and the things
No less. Let me sometimes dance with you,
Or climb or stand perchance in ecstasy,
Fixed and free in a rhyme, as poets do.
Edward Thomas wrote this before the start of the First World War.
Ivor Gurney thought it said all that need be said about the English
language.

!! Cultivating Area Available!!
20 yards x 5 yards garden area .
Anyone interested in cultivating
please contact 53 Littlemarsh Semington.
Telephone 01380 870709.
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LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

GOOD
QUALITY

Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6BU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

LOGS
FOR SALE

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC

CALL BILL
0N
01380 870237

Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Fraudsters have been phoning victims telling them that
they have been placed in the wrong council tax bracket for
a number of years and are entitled to a rebate. They normally say that this rebate should be worth about £7,000. Once the victim is
convinced, the fraudster tells them that in order to receive the rebate they
will need to pay an administration fee in advance. The payment they ask for
varies between £60–£350. The victim provides the details and makes the
payment, but then is no longer able to make contact with the person they
spoke to on the phone. When they phone their council about the rebate and
the fact that they are in the wrong tax bracket, the council confirms that
they know nothing about it and that they have been contacted by fraudsters. The fraudsters have mainly been targeting both male and female victims who are aged 60 and over and live in the Sussex area, but it is likely
that the fraudsters will also start to target victims in other areas. Never respond to unsolicited phone calls. Your local council won’t ever phone out-of
-the-blue to discuss a council tax rebate. If you receive a call of this nature,
put the phone down straight away. And in any case no legitimate organisation will ask you to pay an advanced fee in order to receive money, so never
give them your card details. If you think you have been a victim of fraud,
hang up the phone and wait five minutes to clear the line as fraudsters
sometimes keep the line open. Then call your bank or card issuer to report
the fraud. Where it is possible use a different phone line to make the phone
call.
When looking for airport parking don’t be persuaded by adverts to leave
your car on peoples drives who claim to live near the airport. It’s usually a
scam. There are even agencies set up to sell such mythical peoples’ drives!
The words Avoid and Plague come to mind!
The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB) has been alerted to a pension
scam whereby cold callers continue to target members of the public aged 50
to 60 years old to release and transfer their pension early. Suspected firms
who advertise and arrange pensions are offering investments in alternative
commodities such as hotel developments or property in Cape Verde, and
operate as unregulated collective investment schemes.
Paul Bowyer 870 512
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Summarised Semington Parish Council (PC) Minutes - 14 October
Present: Councilors (Cllrs.) Robert Oglesby (Chairman), S Rimmer, R Robinson,
P Smith, C Wade and Clerk Roger Coleman. Wiltshire Council Cllr. J Seed
attended (Part-time). Four members of the public present initially.
Co-option of New Member: The PC agreed to co-opt Peter Smith as a member
of Semington PC.
Neighbourhood Policing: PCSO Helen Wilson sent the Clerk a written report, in
summary: There has only been 1 reported crime. 29/09/2015 – Burglary – Little
Marsh, Semington - Unknown suspect/s have forced doors to gain entry to porta
cabin belonging to the Football Club containing training equipment and other
items. Cllr. Rimmer added that arrangements have now been made for a secure
metal container to be obtained and used for the storage of items. The names of
seven volunteers had now been received to assist in the ‘Vehicle Watch’ scheme
to report vehicles ignoring the No Through Road sign at the northern end of the
village
Adjournment: The following topics were raised by members of the public:
Allotments in Pound Lane/Hannick Homes development.
Planning application 15/09725/FUL
Obscured light on Path SEMI41/10 (path alongside Village Hall).
Christmas Tree and Christmas lights (Erection/Switch-on).
Wiltshire Council Report: Cllr. Seed reported on: Planning application 15/08789/
FUL (Lansdowne) and 15/09725/FUL (The Old Pig Barn), Hannick Homes
(‘Affordable proportion’ - Equity mix/Shared ownership), Strategic Housing Land
Availability Assessment Sites (SHLAA).
Planning:
15/02347/CLE 33 Littleton Willows PENDING Residential Use (Certificate of
Lawfulness)
15/08789/FUL Lansdowne, Littleton PENDING Alterations to an approved gypsy
and traveller site from 5 approved pitches to 7 together with associated ancillary
development (amendment to 13/06123/FUL)
15/09725/FUL The Old Pig Barn, High Street Comments by 3/11/15 Demolition
of existing barn and replacing with two storey office and store.
The PC agreed to send these comments to Wiltshire Council: The proposed
development is too large and its form and size is out of keeping with the original
building and its form and size will adversely affect the setting and appearance of
the two neighbouring Grade 2 Listed Buildings. The proposed increased height
(5.91m) and significantly increased floor area (134m2) represents
overdevelopment and the proposed internal layout appears more appropriate to a
dwelling than to an office and store.
The red-lined area on drawing BN-451-01 (bottom right-hand corner) indicates
that the applicant's land extends much further than just the barn, and appears to
include part of the access off the road to the Somerset Arms Car Park. The
proposed position of the shed would appear to be in the Somerset Arms Car Park
thereby affecting the transit of cars and clientele to the Public House and
adversely affecting the sightline of motorists.
The PC would send the comments drafted by Cllr. Scott in respect of the Strategic
Housing Land Availability Assessment Sites (SHLAA) to Wiltshire Council with the
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additional comment that Site 332 is prone to flooding.
The PC suggested that Connor Lees (Hannick Homes) should contact Cllr.
Smyth directly in order to establish the local demand for allotments within the
parish.
Finance: Details available on request. The PC agreed a payment of £227.47
to Mr Ray Heard for the purchase of the Memorial Books. The Clerk reported
that he had heard from Mr Heard that a sum of £110 had been donated
recently by Calor Gas to the Semington War Memorial Fund.
Defibrillator: Training had taken place in the Village Hall on 12 October.
Some seventeen persons attended. It was necessary to make a daily check
on the serviceability of the defibrillator and Cllr. Rimmer added that he would
raise this matter at the forthcoming meeting of the Village Hall Management
Committee.
Highways/Environment:
Cllr. Rimmer offered to obtain A3/A2 size prints of the proposed Information
Board for everyone to examine and for comment. It should include details of
local public rights of way. Cllr. Smith suggested that it should be posted on
the website.
The ‘tree planting plan’ opposite to the crematorium was discussed and Cllr.
Rimmer confirmed that he had ordered 105 saplings to be delivered in early
November. Wiltshire Council officers were content for the planting to proceed.
A planting Working Party will be established after delivery.
Cllr. Rimmer proposed that a pruning Working Party be established for the
hedge alongside the Village Hall. Arrangements regarding the disposal of
cuttings with a trailer and access to the hedge were to be made
Wilts & Berks Canal: The Clerk had written to Wiltshire Council, Wiltshire Air
Ambulance and Melksham Without PC in respect of the importance of
maintaining the ‘No Through Road’ irrespective of the proposed
developments north of Semington.
Tennis Court: Cllr. Robinson reported that it was being well-used although
he had to make a temporary repair to the bottom of the net that was fraying.
AOB: The Clerk reported on:
WC – Flood Risk/Living on the Edge
Habitats Regulations Assessment of 14th Onshore Oil and Gas
Licensing Round – Wiltshire Council response to consultation.
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust publications.
Cllr. Rimmer reported that a Christmas tree has been obtained and needed to
be collected from Hilperton. The PC agreed that the tree will be erected on 30
November and lights switched on the following weekend – 6 December. Cllr.
Robinson reported that there is a lot of litter at the roundabout. Cllr. Oglesby
stated that he had received an invitation to the Annual meeting at the
Independent Living Centre to be held on 27 October at 2.30pm and he
offered the invitation to Councilors.
Date of Next Meetings: 25 November 2015 and 16 December 2015 at 8pm.
R A Oglesby Chairman, Semington PC
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Landscaping,
Drywall, etc.

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &

07936 706614

Delivery service

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

T.A.P
SERVICES
Gas & Oil
Rangecooker Servicing
Oil Boiler Servicing
GASSAFE & OFTEC
Registered

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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The Canalside Benefice
St. Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
with St. Mary the Virgin, Whaddon;
St. George’s, Semington;
St Paul’s, Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
near the Kennet and Avon Canal, within the Dioceses of Salisbury
The old rhyme says, 'Remember, remember the Fifth of November.' But November
is so much more. It is a time to focus our remembrances and thanksgivings into the
event of Remembrance. There are those who live day by day with the life changing
experiences of memories that have scarred, of injury or of those loved who have
died. For them it will be a day of tears and sadness, but I hope also it can be a day
for a smile and thanksgiving as the memories, qualities and gifts of those who we
love are shared.
This year we have commemorated further anniversaries of the second world war,
and some of our community have shared in events across the country. I was born
after the second world war, but, when I was a young person, I remember the loss,
the physical and mental scars of those who lived through the war, together with the
scars across the landscape. In my ministry I have shared with people who were
deeply affected; amongst them, the nurse whose fiancé was killed at the end of the
war, and who never married, several men who lost limbs, the man who was blinded
and his wife who cared for him, and the man who was brain damaged and was cared
for in a home. But alongside the generation that they represent, we need to
remember those of more recent conflicts. I will remember the sailor killed on HMS
Sheffield and the soldier killed in Afghanistan with whom I was most directly
involved, and their families who were under my care. They represent so many
others who are going through the same pains and hurts. It is a sacrifice that has
protected our freedoms and our way of life.
So on Remembrance Sunday we remember and give thanks, not only for them and
all who have served, but for those still serving in the armed services and in the MOD,
of whom we have a number in our community, who lay their lives on the line for us
and continue to protect us.
Whether they know it or not, they are living and reflecting those qualities of Christ,
who gave His life so that we could be safe and secure and live in God's Kingdom, so
we can choose to live by God's Truth and in His Way. So on Remembrance Sunday
we also need to give thanks to God for Christ, who put His life on the line for us and
sacrificed it for our sake, so that we can have the freedom to live in Christ's kingdom,
both here on earth and in Heaven, living in His way of love.

David Ellis
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CATHOLIC NEWS
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST TROWBRIDGE
& ST BERNADETTE’S WESTBURY
PARISH PRIEST CANON LIAM O’DRISCOLL
TELEPHONE 01225 752152 www.stjohnthebaptist.co.uk
St John’s Sunday Masses : Saturday (Vigil) 6pm; Sunday 10.30am & 6pm
Weekday Masses: Mon: 9am; Tues: 6pm; Wed: 12.10pm; Fri 6pm
Sat: 10am; 6pm (Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass. SVP Fri 6.45pm
Confessions: Sat: 10.30-11.15am and 5-5.45pm
St Bernadette’s Sunday Mass - 9am Weekday Mass -Thursday 11am
Confessions/Reconciliation before Mass and any time on request.
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
This spectacular annual family event takes place on Saturday 7th November
in St Augustine’s Catholic College, Wingfield Road, Trowbridge from 11am.
Contact Francis Geraghty 01380 871083 email
f.geraghty303@btinternet.com for details.
THE NEW 300 CLUB 2015
Subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly. New members
are most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10 -£5
monthly. Information and application form from Francis Geraghty – details
below.
SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND. Any catholic who is sick or housebound should let Canon Liam (01225 752152) know as he would be
pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy Communion, if desired.

For information on any of the above contact:
Francis Geraghty 01380 871083
or email: f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
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St. Michael’s Hilperton with St. Mary’s Whaddon
St. George’s, Semington
St. Paul’s Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN ANY SERVICE IN THE BENEFICE

November 2015 Sunday Services
St. George's Semington
1st
8th
15th
22nd

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

9.15am
10am
6pm
9.15am

Parish Communion
Methodist Led Remembrance Day Service
Evening Worship
Together in Worship

St. Michael's Hilperton
1st

8th
15th
22nd
29th

Nov 8am
11am
3pm
Nov 10.50am
Nov 10am
Nov 9.15am
11am
Nov 10am

Holy Communion
Shoebox Together in Worship
All Souls Service
Methodist Shared Remembrance Day Service
Together in Worship
Parish Communion
Methodist Service
Advent Celebration with Methodists

St. Mary Magdalen Hilperton Marsh
1st Nov 11pm
8th Nov 6pm
22nd Nov 11am

Parish Communion
Evening Worship
Parish Communion

St. Mary’s Whaddon
8th Nov 8am

BCP Communion
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