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Semington Diary

DECEMBER 2015 (in the Village Hall unless stated)
1st
2nd
6th
7th
8th
9th
10th
11th
13th
14th
16th
20th
25th
26th
29th

Tues
Wed
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thur
Fri
Sun
Mon
Wed
Sun
Fri
Sat
Tues

Sem A Ladies Skittles
7.30pm
School Carol Service
6.30pm St. George’s Church
Christmas Tree lights
5pm
Village Green
Book Club Xmas Meal 7.30pm Somerset Arms
Sem B Ladies Skittles
8pm
Angels Skittles
8pm
WI Social and Skittles
7pm
Christmas Fair & BBQ
3.15-5pm St George’s School
Christmas Quiz Night
7.30pm
Christmas Bingo
7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting 8pm
Church Carol Service
3pm
St. George’s Church
Communion Service
9.30am St. George’s Church
Hall Open for Boxing Day Drinks 12noon
Skittles & Pate Supper 8pm

JANUARY 2016 (in the Village Hall unless stated)
1st
5th
6th
11th
12th
14th
17th
18th
19th
20th
21st
25th
26th

Fri
Tues
Wed
Mon
Tues
Thurs
Sun
Mon
Tues
Wed
Thurs
Mon
Tues

Hot Meat Rolls
Sem A Ladies Skittles
Angels Skittles
WI Skittles
Sem B Ladies Skittles
WI meeting
Quiz Night
WI Skittles
Sem A Ladies Skittles
Angels Skittles
SA Skittles
WI Skittles
Sem B Ladies Skittles
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12noon
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm
7.30pm

EVERY WEEK IN THE VILLAGE HALL
(unless otherwise stated)
Bingo
Post Office
Stompers
Bridge Club
Zumba fitness

Monday
Monday & Thursday
Tuesday
Tuesday & Friday
Wednesday
(now at St. George’s School)
Coffee Morning
Thursday
Semingtones Choir
Friday
Baby/Toddler Group Tuesday

7.30pm
9.30am - 12.30
2.30 - 3.30pm
9am - 1pm
6.15 - 7.05pm
10 - 12noon
6 - 7.30pm
10-11.30am

VILLAGE EVENTS & NEWS

Christians in Semington
Wednesday 2nd December & 6th January, both 7.45 - 9pm, 9
Somerset Way. Join us to pray for our community.
Join us at Church on Christmas Eve,
2pm, for a very special Celebration. All ages welcome - there will be a
portrayal of the Christmas story with carols and drama. This is
informal and particularly appropriate for children. We'll need children,
of any age, to take part in the play, and there will be a few practises in
the week beforehand. If you are interested, please contact Bev
Woodward,870784.
Messy Church.
The next one is on Saturday 30th January, 11-1pm in the school
hall. There will be more activities, suitable for all ages, and lunch
included so that you can forget about cooking for the day. (Suggested
donation £1.) Please let us know if you can come so that we'll have
enough food! Phone Bev/Jack on 870784 or text 07922 105084.
Please note that Messy Church is for all ages, but children must bring
an adult.
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
...Seend Cleeve

01380 828025

We only board cats

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.
Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or to
book an appointment
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Semington WI October Meeting
Thanks to Sue Ludlow and Val Swaine we had lots
of fun making sugar icing decorations for
Christmas. We all tried our hands at a robin and a
Christmas tree. Wouldn't like to say whose was
the best but they did all resemble what we'd been
asked to make. However, it did show how much patience and skill Sue and
Val have. A good time was had by all.
We also had a birthday celebration for Edna Jones. The delicious cake was
made by Jeannie and iced by Sue. A thoroughly enjoyable evening. Once
again we were thrilled to see more new faces at the meeting with another
taking up membership.
Our next meeting is 10th December at 7.30pm (tickets only) where we will
be having a social evening and playing skittles.

Deb Hurn
Great News! The Hedge had a haircut!
Over the week end of 31st Oct and 1st Nov a team of villagers devoted their
time and effort to trim the overgrown hedge which had caused a problem
along the footpath between Pound Close and the High Street.
The gratitude of the village is extended to those who took part as well as
John and Julia Masters who kindly provided the use of their silage trailer
which was filled with trimmings by the time we had finished.

Steve Rimmer (On behalf of Semington Parish Council)

MAGAZINE DEADLINES & ADVERTISING
Next deadline is Wednesday 20th January 2016 for the February issue:
email Leon, the Editor, at semparmag1@outlook.com. For all advertising
enquiries,

please

contact

Jeremy

jez_tyler@hotmail.com
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on

870708

or

email

The Somerset Arms
Freehouse
NEW WINTER HOMEMADE MENU
DAILY SPECIALS
XMAS PARTY MEALS
Available from 1st-24th December
Xmas Day bar only from 11-3
Xmas Eve normal service with late bar
and disco
High Street, Semington
Reservations 01380 870067
Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Need help with your computer?

Regular or one-off service

Call Dave for user-friendly help
For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other smart
phones. If your computer has ground to a
halt, or you want 1 to 1 instruction on how
to use your PC... internet security...
download pictures from your camera…
how to use software and much more…
call Dave.

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

If I can’t help I won’t charge.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale
Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

01225 705782

01380 870767 or 07799 337807
e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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Thanks to everyone who came
to
. the November Quiz, where
a good time was had by all, I
think. Neil and Margaret from
Terry’s Turnips set the quiz,
so our thanks to them on
another excellent quiz.
The Marathon was in two parts, the first being to identify actors
and actresses who appeared in Carry On films. The trickiest one
was probably Jon Pertwee. The second part was a sheet of badges
from various Rugby teams, both international and club level, which
was quite hard but interesting to see what strange emblems some
clubs have on their badge. The winning team was ‘I told you so’,
who scored an impressive 39 out of 46.
The main quiz was very tight, as ever; so tight, in fact, that the
top two teams tied and there had to be a Tie Breaker. The
question was What is the height in feet of Tan Hill, Wiltshire’s
tallest point? The ‘No Brainers’ team were well off the mark, with
1651 feet, even though team member, Colin, reckoned he’d cycled
up it! ‘Close Friends’ team were victorious, with 623 feet, although
the correct answer was 968 feet. ‘The Mudlers’ were third.
The next quiz is the CHRISTMAS QUIZ, on Sunday 13
December, which will be set by Pete and Lesley, and will feature a
prize for every round. PLEASE COME IN CHRISTMAS HATS,
SPORTING TINSEL OR ANYTHING CHRISTMASSY. Pete says
heckling will be welcomed!
This year there will not be a Quiz in the Lounge between
Christmas and New Year, as turnout was low last year.
As we look forward to the New Year, thank you to everyone who
has taken part in the quizzes this year and to Marilyn for
providing the nibbles and running the raffle.
We look forward to another year of quizzing. If you come alone
we can always put you in a team. See you there!
NEXT QUIZ: SUNDAY 13 DECEMBER AND SUNDAY 17
JANUARY, 7.30 for 7.45pm start.

Julia Wade
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YOUR LOCAL

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

DECORATOR
30 Yrs experience
 Residential
 Commercial
 Quality Work

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

 All local towns covered.

JOHN E GREEN
For a free estimate call

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel.
01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

01380 871225 or
07801 073800

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers
Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements
Funeral tributes

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Beautiful, stylish flowers for

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

all events
To order by phone or to arrange to visit the
Stems Studio in Semington please contact

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •
Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.

Emma Payne on

01225 700020

.

www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537

Local delivery available
Bridge House, Semington,
Trowbridge, BA14 6JT

Based in Semington, Trowbridge
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Providing older people in our
villages with information on sources
of help and support, here are some
of the issues I have been helping
people with over recent months:










Where to go for help with applying for Attendance Allowance
How to find a local domiciliary care agency
Information on help and services locally for people with memory problems
and their families
How to apply for the Carers Emergency Card (giving reassurance if someone
depends on you for their care)
How to get online and access computer training
Free fire safety checks from Wiltshire Fire and Rescue
Social activities available locally
How to get assistance at the station when travelling by rail
Support for blind and partially sighted people and their carers

Wiltshire Good Neighbours provides a free, confidential service for the residents of
the villages of Wiltshire. We work primarily with older people, and can visit you at
home or discuss your needs over the phone.

Lise Griffiths
07541 353430 or email melkshamgnc@communityfirst.org.uk.

EDNA JONES—THANK YOU
I would like to thank everyone for their good wishes
and beautiful cards and flowers for my special
birthday in November. I was overwhelmed. And for
the lovely cake and flowers from The Semington WI
which was such a surprise. I’m not usually
speechless!! I truly did appreciate it very much.
Thank you once again.

Edna Jones
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.
Linda Winstock,
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared

Can’t tune in your new TV?

P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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Keeping Our Community Safe
Emergency Planning Workshop
The Melksham Area Board invites you
to an Emergency Planning Workshop
for local town and parish councils
Date: Thursday 3rd December 2015
Time: 5.30—7.30pm
Venue: Canberra Youth Centre,
Melksham
The workshop will be led by a range
of experts who deal with Flooding,
Snow, Storm, Public Health and the
Emergency Services.
A range of tools and templates will be
provided to refresh Emergency Plans
for your communities, and to discuss
any issues or queries that you may have.
Light refreshments will be available from 5pm. Please feel free to
share with partners such as community volunteers, voluntary groups,
neighbourhood watches, local business groups, etc.
Please contact Rhys Schell, Community Engagement Manager for further information rhys.schell@wiltshire.gov.uk or 01225 716752
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Christmas Tree, Oh! Christmas Tree
The village will have a Christmas
tree again this year and it will have
been erected and decorated over
the week-end of the 28th and 29th of
November. With the help and
generosity of volunteers we are able
to do this without financial burden on
villagers, and this year we will be
seeking to collect donations for Tree
-Aid, a charity that works to plant
trees in arid areas of Africa. The
right trees will stabilise the soil and
provide food and a livelihood for
families. A collection will be made in
aid of “Tree-Aid” on the 6th of
December when the lights are turned on and afterwards there will be
refreshments in the Village Hall. If anyone wants to make a direct
contribution then this is possible online through Justgiving
“Semington Christmas Tree 2015”. Many thanks.

Steve Rimmer

Paws
For thought

”'For to us a child is born, to us a son is
given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace ”

It’s in the Bible:
Isaiah 9 verse 6
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St. George’s C of E Primary School
Pound Lane, Semington,
Trowbridge, Wilts BA14 6LP
Telephone: 01380 870243
admin@st-georges-semington.wilts.sch.uk

Headteacher: Mr Gordon Campbell
November has been a busy month for St George’s. The school was
represented at the Remembrance Service at St George’s church and pupils
took part in the laying of the wreath.
The Friends of St George’s organised a Jumble Sale on 14th November
which raised a grand total of £900.52. Thanks to everyone involved; this
was a tremendous effort.
Now St George’s is building up to its most exciting time of year! Everyone
is looking forward to Christmas and all the fun that December brings. We
have some dates that you may like to put in your diaries:
Our Christingle Service takes place at St George’s Church on Wednesday
2nd December at 6.30pm, you are most welcome to join us.
We also have our Christmas Fayre at school on Friday 11th December from
3.30 pm to 5.30 pm.
Neptune and Jupiter classes will be performing a nativity play called
“Follow that Star”. There will be a performance for the local community
on Monday 14th December from 2 - 3 pm. If you would like to come and
see the play please give the school a ring on 01380 870243. Also, if you
require transportation to and from the school please contact us on the
same number and we will arrange this for you.
We wish you all a very merry and peaceful Christmas and a happy new
year!

Gordon Campbell

Thanks to all the pupils who took time out to give us their
best picture for this magazine’s coloured front cover. As
usual they were all very high standard but we finally
managed to pick the winner—the picture by Sophie Anne
Williamson.

Well done to everyone!
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News from the Friends of St George's
A record £984.76 was raised at the Jumble Sale on Saturday 14th
November. Thank you to everyone who gave jumble or came along to
the event.
The Christmas Fair is planned for
Friday 11th December, 3.15pm –
5pm. There will be lots of games,
craft stalls for children, Santa’s
Grotto and a BBQ. Children from St
George's school will also be singing
some Christmas songs. Everyone
welcome to come along and join in the festivities.
EasyFundRaising Reminder
If you shop online to purchase items, such as food, clothes, toys or
insurance you could be raising money for the school at the same time.
Register on the easyfundraising website and you could start raising
money too! We have raised over £120 so far!
www.easyfundraising.co.uk
Semington Slog 10k and Fun Run
After such a fantastic event with great feedback from runners, helpers
and the community we will be organising another Semington Slog
next year on Saturday 7th May 2016. More information on how to
enter or help on the day will follow.
Empty Ink cartridges
The school are also collecting empty ink cartridges which can be
turned into money for the school. Therefore, if you have any empty
ones please drop them into the school.

Friends of St George's
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Christmas and New Year waste collections 2015

No collections on 25 December, 26 December and 1 January.
Garden waste collections: suspended from 25 December, restarting 9
January. You can check the revised collection dates at any time at
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/waste
If you pay for garden waste collection you can leave your real Christmas tree alongside the garden waste bin for collection between 9 and
31 January only. Alternatively you can recycle at any of recycling centres.
Recycling centres will be closed from 1pm on 24 December, and also
all day on 25 December, 26 December and 1 January. At all other
times the centres are open during their revised normal opening hours,
10am – 4pm, five days per week.
Remember you can put out extra black box recycling by your box in
separate plastic bags. Second black boxes and blue lidded bins are
available to any resident free of charge.
In your blue lidded recycling bin - Christmas cards, cardboard tubes,
wrapping paper (not foil or plastic)
In your black box - Chocolate and biscuit tins, clean foil, including
cake cases and washed foil turkey trays, Christmas card envelopes
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WILTSHIRE COUNCIL NEWS FROM JONATHON SEED
As we move towards the end of the calendar year there is great activity
amongst Members and officers in County Hall to try and prepare a balanced
budget to be presented to Council in February and agreed before the end of
the Financial Year. Austerity looks as though it is here to stay and that
means that further efficiencies need finding in the way we do business here
in Wiltshire. This needs to be seen against a background of central
government departments agreeing to reduce their budgets by 30% in the
next four years and so it would be prudent for local government to do plan
on doing something similar. That means that we have to do more with less
whilst at the same time trying to protect our front line services. We must
look after the vulnerable in Wiltshire society as well as maintaining those
services used by the rest of the rate paying population. This is not an easy
task but somehow we will get there!
The renewable energy arguments have dominated our communities for
much of the past two years. Locally I think we are now coming to the end of
the solar farm growth period. Much of this is due to the withdrawal of
government subsidies but reaching grid connection capacity is probably also
a material consideration. There have been disputes and cross words from all
sides of the solar farm debate and I have appeared on different sides
depending on my view of the planned development. However one fact that
I do know is important to most of our local population is that we have no
commercial wind turbines in Wiltshire to date. My own view has always
been that some solar developments instead of any wind turbines is the best
way forward for Wiltshire and I believe that is the path we are treading. I
also think that we could do more to dispose of waste by maximising its
calorific value and that is why I support anaerobic digesters when they
appear.
So as we move to the end of 2015 our financial planning and planning
differences can be put to one side as we look forward to a decent Christmas
break. May I therefore take this opportunity of wishing all the residents of
our community a Very Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Jonathon Seed, Cabinet Member for Housing, Leisure, Libraries and

Flooding, Chairman of Melksham Area Board, Member for Summerham and
Seend, Wiltshire Council. Tel. 01380 850696 Mob: 07770 774463
www.jonathonseed.com
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NATURE NOTES
Perhaps (To R.A,L. died of wounds in France, December 23rd
1915)
Perhaps some day the sun will shine again,
And I shall see that still the skies are blue,
And feel once more I do not live in vain,
Although bereft of You.
Perhaps the golden meadows at my feet
Will make the sunny hours of spring seem gay,
And I shall find the white May-blossoms sweet,
Though You have passed away.
Perhaps the summer woods will shimmer bright,
And crimson roses once again be fair,
And autumn harvest fields a rich delight,
Although You are not there.
Perhaps some day I shall not shrink in pain
To see the passing of the dying year,
And listen to Christmas songs again,
Although You cannot hear.'
But though kind Time may many joys renew,
There is one greatest joy I shall not know
Again, because my heart for loss of You
Was broken, long ago.
Vera Britain

FROM THE CHURCH REGISTER
Wedding: Savannah Leanne Robinson and Evan Philip Terence Smith
The marriage of Savannah Robinson and Evan Smith took place at St
George’s Church on Saturday 12th September 2015. We pray that God will
bless this marriage and wish Savannah and Evan great happiness.
Wedding: Rachel Louise Bray and Andrew Stephen John Boddington
The marriage of Rachel Bray and Andrew Boddington took place at St
George’s Church on Friday 20th November 2015. We pray that God will bless
this marriage and wish Rachel and Andrew great happiness.
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LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC

GOOD
QUALITY

Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6BU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

LOGS
FOR SALE

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC

CALL BILL
0N
01380 870237

Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Anyone can fall foul of scam crimes as the suspects are
usually polite and well-spoken. Follow these simple rules:
 A genuine police officer or bank official will NEVER ask
you to reveal personal financial details, about your account.
 Always speak to someone about what has happened, whether this is
talking to a family member or mentioning it to your bank.
 You may receive some form of correspondence via post, a text message or
automated voicemail informing you that you have won a major prize and
to claim it call an 090 premium-rate number…… If you do this it will cost
you a lot of money.
 You can also check with your telephone company and ask if it offers a
number-blocking service which can block all ‘number withheld’ numbers.
 You're handed a scratch card and discover you have won a free holiday.
You have to attend a presentation to collect your prize at a swanky hotel,
with glossy brochures and posters all adding to the air of authenticity. The
holiday, if it exists at all, will cost you a lot of money.
 You may receive a letter, email or telephone call that tells you that you
have won a large prize. To claim your winnings you have to purchase some
smaller prizes or send an administration fee. Fraudsters rely on the fact
that the small print is in a font that's so small most people won't bother to
scrutinise it. However, if you do read it, you'll discover that you've simply
been given the opportunity to enter a sweepstake you have no chance of
winning.
 Property investment scams involve attending a free presentation about
making money from property investment, but whereas the real thing
would allow you time to go away and think it over before handing over
any money, the fake setups push for money straight away. Take time to
read any small print on documentation you receive and make sure you
understand it all before agreeing to anything. Don't rush into decisions.
Crime seems to be low at the moment in the village. It’s worth telling the
police about any thefts that you may suffer, however minor, even if you
think they will not do anything about it. It is often useful in adding to ‘the
big picture’.
Ho ho ho – Christmas is coming with its own set of scams. Have fun but take
care!
Paul Bowyer 870 512
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Christmas
Dusk comes early this time of year,
As winter draws in, and Christmas gets near.
The shops are a bustle, people hurry by,
Money to spend, presents to buy.
Children full of glee, parents appease,
It’s getting colder, Don’t you agree?
Dark clouds above, as carols are sung,
Snow may fall, ‘wow’ such fun!
Sing with good voice, songs of good cheer,
Our Saviour is born, it’s that time of year.

J.A. Johnson, December 2004
BOOK CLUB
The Book Club met on 5th November and discussed The
Glass Room by Simon Mawer. Pam gave us a brief
biography of the author. The book was thought to be
interesting as it was set between the wars in Czechoslovakia with the rise of
Nazism and the plight of the Jews. However it was felt to be wordy and long
winded and those people who had not finished it were not very inclined to
do so! The next meeting is the Christmas dinner on Monday 7 December
and it is hoped to set the date for the January meeting at that one and to
think of suggestions for books into the New Year.

Angela Grodzicka 870756
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Editor’s Comments:
1)

So I’ve been relegated to the “back pages” in this edition!

2)

I’ve had some spare space because there are no Parish Council
meeting minutes this time, usually occupying 2 pages. The meeting is
not being held until 26th November and we will have gone to print by
then. But we will print all summaries of minutes in the February
edition.

3)

This was quite a complicated edition, covering 2 months, so I have
tried to fit everything in. If I have made mistakes, apologies!

4)

I’ve included a poem (opposite) written by a courageous man I met in
Whitehall recently. A man who is devoting lots of his time to carrying
out charity work, despite serious health issues. He writes wonderful
poetry and gave me two of his books so I could use his poems
whenever I had spare space. So I’ve taken this opportunity!

5)

So what’s exciting in this issue: there is a lot going on in the Village
Hall leading up to Christmas and we would welcome lots more
villagers taking part, if they can. Especially the switch on of the
Christmas tree lights and the carol singing around the tree by the
Semitones Ladies Choir. Aren’t they good?!

6)

The worrying news is about the constant scams reported in
Neighbourhood Watch. You really do need to take care. Being a
computer guy, I cannot overstress this if you go onto the internet
regularly. But there are also door-to-door scams too. Be careful!

7)

It may appear odd but I have included some information of “Waste
Collection” which was sent to me by the Wiltshire Council in the hope
I could find space to include it. And Actually , it is quite informative. So
good luck with that!

To all our readers: Have a wonderful Christmas and please, try to
give lots of attention to those in real need.
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Landscaping,
Drywall, etc.

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &

07936 706614

Delivery service

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

T.A.P
SERVICES
Gas & Oil
Rangecooker Servicing
Oil Boiler Servicing
GASSAFE & OFTEC
Registered

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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The Canalside Benefice
St. Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
with St. Mary the Virgin, Whaddon;
St. George’s, Semington;
St Paul’s, Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh;
near the Kennet and Avon Canal, within the Dioceses of Salisbury
Dear Readers, Are we ready for Christmas? Was Mary ready for Christmas?
The angel came to the shepherds saying, "Do not be afraid; for I am bringing
you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the
city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord." "Let's go to Bethlehem
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us." The
shepherds listened to the angel and went with haste to Bethlehem. There
they found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger with the
animals standing around, their breath steaming in the cool night air. As the
shepherds entered and knelt at the manger gazing with awe at the baby and
his parents they were at the end of a long chain of people who had been
watching and waiting for this very event to happen.
As we prepare for Christmas this year may we all try and find time to ponder
on the great mystery of the true meaning of Christmas. For each time we
write the date that acknowledges the birth of Jesus Christ, He stands at the
centre of history.
May we listen as the shepherds did. May we try and give God some time this
Christmas to say "thank you" for the BIRTHDAY OF JESUS CHRIST.
As we are all part of the hustle and bustle of the Christmas preparations, let's
just stop and think about how it first started, and the real spiritual meaning
for us all today. As we enjoy the great celebrations, may we hear the
message of Christmas new and fresh, loud and clear. May we be not too busy
to make room to receive the Christian message. May it inspire us to see the
love of God in Jesus Christ for us all. Let us hope and pray for the message of
Christmas to fill our lives. Are we ready for the true celebration of Christmas?
We welcome you with the love of the Christ child to share in all our
celebrations in the churches this Christmas. There is room with a warm
welcome for you, your family, your friends.
May you all have a very happy Christmas, and New Year wherever you are, or
whatever you are doing. May the love, and peace of Christmas be shared
with you all,

From Hugh Hoskins, Ivor, Ray, Marilyn, Catherine, and Lay Pastoral
Assistants.
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CATHOLIC NEWS
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST TROWBRIDGE
& ST BERNADETTE’S WESTBURY
PARISH PRIEST CANON LIAM O’DRISCOLL
TELEPHONE 01225 752152 www.stjohnthebaptist.co.uk
St John’s Sunday Masses : Saturday (Vigil) 6pm; Sunday 10.30am & 6pm
Weekday Masses: Mon: 9am; Tues: 6pm; Wed: 12.10pm; Fri 6pm
Sat: 10am; 6pm (Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass. SVP Fri 6.45pm
Confessions: Sat: 10.30-11.15am and 5-5.45pm
St Bernadette’s Sunday Mass - 9am Weekday Mass -Thursday 11am
Confessions/Reconciliation before Mass and any time on request.
SHARING OUR FAITH
The Group meets in the Parish Centre, Trowbridge on Wednesdays from
8-9pm.This is open to anyone wishing to learn more about the Catholic
Church.
THE NEW 300 CLUB 2015
Subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly. New members
are most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10 -£5
monthly. Information and application form from Francis Geraghty – details
below.
SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND. Any catholic who is sick or housebound should let Canon Liam (01225 752152) know as he would be
pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy Communion, if desired.
CONCERT OF CAROLS & CHRISTMAS SONGS
St John’s Parish Centre, Wingfield Road, Trowbridge on Sunday December
6th from 7pm. Community Singing, Mulled Wine & Mince Pies. Admission
£2.50 on the door.

For information on any of the above contact:
Francis Geraghty 01380 871083
or email: f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
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St. Michael’s Hilperton with St. Mary’s Whaddon
St. George’s, Semington
St. Paul’s Staverton with St. Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
YOU ARE WELCOME TO JOIN ANY SERVICE IN THE BENEFICE
St. George's Semington
6th Dec & 3rd Jan
9.15am
Parish Communion
13th Dec
9.15am
Morning Prayer
20th Dec
3pm
Carol Service
24th Dec
2pm
Christmas Eve Celebration
25th Dec
9.30am
Christmas Communion
10th Jan
9.15am
Methodist Service
17th Jan
6pm
Evening Worship
24th Jan
9.15am
Together in Worship & Baptisms
St. Michael's Hilperton
6th Dec & 3rd Jan
8am
Holy Communion
11am
Together in Worship
13th Dec
9.15am
Parish Communion Gospel Reading
13th Dec & 10th Jan 11am
Methodist Service
20th Dec
10am
Carol Service with Methodists
24th Dec
5pm
Crib Service
8pm
First Communion of Christmas
25th Dec
10am
Together for Christmas
27th Dec
No Methodist Service
17th Jan
10am
Together in Worship
24th Jan
9.15am
Parish Communion
11am
Methodist Service
St. Mary Magdalen Hilperton Marsh
6th Dec & 3rd Jan & 24th Jan
11pm
Parish Communion
13th Dec & 10th Jan 6pm
Evening Worship
20th Dec
4pm
Carol Service
24th Dec
3.30pm
Crib Service
27th Dec
11am
Parish Communion Benefice
St. Mary’s Whaddon
11th Dec
6.30pm
Carol Service
13th Dec & 10th Jan 8am
BCP Communion
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