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Beware the conversationalist that adds ‘in conclusion’
he is merely starting afresh

Semington Diary
Village Hall
8th
10th

THU
SAT

18th
19th

SUN
MON

Skittles
TUESDAYS
FRIDAYS
15th
THU

Semington WI
Curry Night
Tickets £10.00
Quiz Night
Semington Parish Council

7.00pm
8.00pm

Semington Ladies Skittles
Semington Mens Skittles
Steeple Ashton Skittles

7.30pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

7.45pm
7.45pm

Every Week in The Village Hall
Bingo
Post Office
Baby/Toddler Group
Bridge Club
Zumba Fitness
Musical Theatre
Coffee Morning
Alzheimer’s Support
Semingtones

Monday
Monday & Thursday
Tuesday
St George’s School Hall
Tuesday & Friday
Wednesday
St George’s School Hall
Wednesday
(8 to 16 years)
Thursday
2nd Thursday of the month
Fridays
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7.30pm
9.30am-12.30pm
10.00am-11.30am
9.00am-1.00pm
6.30pm
4.45pm-6.15pm
10.00am-12noon
10.00am-12noon
6.00pm-7.30pm

Stress – what used to be called life – Malcolm Burgess

Christians in Semington
Bev Woodward
Wednesday 7th March, 7.45pm - 9.00pm, 9 Somerset Way. Join us to pray
for our community.
Housegroup - Tuesdays 13th & 27th March, 7.45pm. Join us to drink tea and
coffee, chat and have a laugh, and find out more about the Christian faith. For
the next few weeks we're thinking about the Lord's Prayer. The evenings are
suitable for anyone. For more information, including venues, phone Bev or
Jack 870784, Pam or David 870030 or Victoria 871936.
Messy Church is on Saturday 24th March, 11.00am – 1.00pm in the school
hall. There will be more activities, suitable for all ages, and lunch included so
that you can forget about cooking for the day. There is a suggested donation
£1. Please let us know if you can come so that we'll have enough food! Phone
Bev or Jack on 870784 or text 07922 105084. Please note that Messy Church
is for all ages, but children must bring an adult.

Editor’s Note
Gillian Airey

We’d love to hear from you, this is your mag for your village. I dare you to put finger
to keyboard! The deadline for the April edition is Thursday 22 nd March. Please e-mail
me at semparmag@icloud.com.
For all advertising enquiries please contact Jeremy on 870708 or e-mail
Jez_tyler@hotmail.com Apologies to those who have asked for advertising space.
Unfortunately the magazine is full, so we have added you to our waiting list. Please
be patient. Rest assured we’re trying to find a solution to allow more one-off adverts
to be featured.
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
01380
...Seend828025
Cleeve

We only board cats
Phone 07519393668

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates
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Real women don’t have hot flushes – they have power surges

This month I’ve been trying to get to March
Gilly Airey

I am not going to lie I hate February with a passion. For all it being the shortest
month of the year it doesn’t half drag! You sort of soldier on through January buoyed
by new year’s resolutions for the first, oh two hours….. and then agree with yourself
that the most economical way to save money after Christmas is to eat all of the left
over goodies!
I mean there have even been attempts to brighten up February – Valentines Day for
one. I have only ever received one true mystery Valentines card in my entire life when
I was 12, only when I was 14 did I find out it was from my lovely old granddad who
felt sorry for me…. Gorgeous hubby is apparently allergic to red roses, can’t have
them in the house, but this is the man who once sent me a card that simply said ‘I’ve
checked your BMI chart and can report back you’re too short’. In fairness I should be
6’8” but I’d hate to have a height advantage over the man I love!
So Valentines is not the sweetener it should be for many – me included. So how
about Pancake Day that’s always good for the soul, except when you really can’t make
pancakes. My fabulous mum makes amazing pancakes, she brought out this really old
frying pan which had worn thin over the years – put lard in (yes really) and flipped
those pancakes perfectly for the family. Clearly making pancakes does not get passed
down genetically.
Here’s my beef with February – I have made it through January and I figure I deserve
some sort of reward, to feel the warmth of the sun, for the mornings to be light and
for it to stop raining occasionally. And then February says ‘I may only be 28 days long
but you will remember each and every one of them!’ So what to do to get a march on
March?
First things first, send gorgeous hubby out to start weeding the garden, bless him he’s
been at that lonely job for two weeks now and the daffodils and me are thanking him
for it. Secondly, get a t-shirt out and wear it albeit with a cardigan but nevertheless I
put a short-sleeved t-shirt on, gorgeous hubby of course has been in shorts for weeks.
Thirdly and I know you will be really impressed with this one…. cycle to work two
weeks ahead of your normally imposed start date of 1 st March. Out came the bike,
my hi-vis bib and off I trundled, pleasantly surprising myself that I could get up and
over the canal bridge in one go (the sound of the bus bearing down on me did, I shall
not lie, provide suitable incentive to get up and over quickly).
And by the time you read this we will be there, in March, the evenings are already
lighter and when the sun shines you just know spring is round the corner.
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Regular or one-off service

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones. If your computer has
ground to a halt, or you want 1 to 1
instruction on how to use your PC...
internet security... download pictures
from your camera… how to use software
and much more… call Dave.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale

Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807

01225 705782

e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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My daughter pointed out that a granny is only a double-decker mummy!

Quiz Night
Julia Wade

Four teams attended February’s Quiz, set by Colin and myself (mostly Colin).
We would love to see more people coming to the Quiz Night. Although it is
held on a Sunday evening it does not finish late – usually well before 10pm.
If you haven’t given it a try, do come along. If you come alone, we can easily
put you in a team. You would be very welcome.
The Marathon Round was in 3 parts – identify 10 Walkers crisp flavours from
a photo of the bag (other brands are available!), identify 10 classic comic
characters, such as Betty Boop and Desperate Dan, and identify the album
and artist from photos of the album cover. The runaway winners were Terry’s
Turnips team, who clearly knew their Pink Floyd from their NWA.
The main quiz was keenly contested with a spread of 5 points between the
teams at half time, but in the second half Team ‘5½ Go Quizzing’ extended
their lead to 9 points by the end, with Team ‘Probably 3 of us’, in second
place.
Questions included: Which 2 bridges on the Thames are close to the start
and finish of the University Boat Race? Lizzy Yarnold became the first Team
GB Olympian to do what? Which Anthony Gormley statue celebrates its 20 th
anniversary this month? Answers below.
The next quiz will be on Sunday 18th March, 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start, at
the Village Hall. Everyone welcome.
ANSWERS: Putney Bridge (start) and Chiswick Bridge (finish). Retain a title
at a Winter Olympics. The Angel of the North (otherwise known as Rusty
Rita!)
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CAR L’S CAB’S LTD

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI’S

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

Airport & Party Runs
8 & 6 Seats Available
N.V.Q. Qualified

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel. 01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

M: 0789 4873129
E: carolscabs@hotmail.co.uk

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

Funeral tributes

Beautiful, stylish flowers

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •

for every occasion

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.

Local delivery available

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537
Based in Semington, Trowbridge

Bridge House, Semington, Trowbridge,
BA14 6JT
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Nature’s Notes
February Afternoon
Men heard this roar of parleying starlings, saw,
A thousand years ago even as now,
Black rooks with white gulls following the plough
So that the first are last until a caw
Commands that last are first again, – a law
Which was of old when one, like me, dreamed how
A thousand years might dust lie on his brow
Yet thus would birds do between hedge and shaw.
Time swims before me, making as a day
A thousand years, while the broad ploughland oak
Roars mill-like and men strike and bear the stroke
Of war as ever, audacious or resigned,
And God still sits aloft in the array
That we have wrought him, stone-deaf and stone-blind.
Edward Thomas wrote this sonnet in 1916 – a year before he was killed at
Arras. It is a reflection on the continuity and timelessness
of nature, and, seemingly, of war.

Update on Parish Matters
Brian Smyth

The Parish Council has a vacancy for a parish councillor and is likely to have a
further vacancy coming up in the next six months. This is a great opportunity
to become truly involved in what happens in Semington.
The Parish Council would like to invite applications for the current Councillor
vacancy. If you are interested in becoming involved please feel free to contact
the Clerk to Council via e-mail : roger.p.colman@btinternet.com Please
include a brief statement on you and what you could bring to the council.
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.

Linda Hollister
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared
Can’t tuneHARRIS
in your new TV?
P.F.
P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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At The School Gates
Jackie Chalk B.Ed Hons – Head Teacher
You may be aware that last year the school was put into Special Measures. Since
then there have been many changes, including practically a whole new staff. In
December we had our first monitoring visit from an inspector who was happy to
confirm that the school is taking effective action to bring the school out of special
measures. We are expecting another monitoring visit in the late Spring when we
hope there will be further good news.
Some internal changes have been made over the holidays with a knocking down
of a wall to extend the fourth classroom. We have also started a programme of
redecoration with a change from the rather bright yellow of the internal walls, to
a more mellow and cool blue. Next on the plan are some improvements to the
outside learning area for the Reception children.
There is an underlying theme of dragons this term with some Chinese New Year
celebrations, an author visit (who writes books about dragons) and a visit from
the scrap store to help the children build some dragons. Obviously this is all very
apt for a school called St George's!
Some members of School Council will be taking part in the Great British Spring
Clean on March 2nd and will spend an hour litter picking in the village. Give us a
wave if you see us!

Village Fete Committee
Sherilyn Milburn

We checked the weather, saw it was snowing so figured it was high time that the
first Village Fete Committee had their first get together! The date has been set
and this year the fete is on Saturday 7th July, 2.00pm to 4.00pm at St George’s
School. We’d love to have some ideas from villagers for the choice of a local small
charity to receive a share of the funds raised and as always any contributions are
welcome from villagers especially with the running of the actual event.
Rest assured there’ll be big shout outs coming in due course for plants, grannies
attic contributions, silent auction etc etc, and any volunteers to help out on the
day, we think that’s enough to be going on with, it’s only February! Oh no wait there will be Pimms, Prosecco, cider and beer!
Feel free to e-mail me on 3milburns@gmail.com
13

Edited Parish Council Minutes
Present Councillors B Smyth (Chairman), P Bowyer, R Oglesby, S Rimmer, R Robinson,
W Scott, C Wade and the Clerk, Roger Coleman. Also attending PCSO Ledbury
Wiltshire Council, Cllr. J Seed.
There were two members of the public present (Part-time).
Community Policing. PCSO Ledbury had sent a written report to the Clerk prior to the
meeting that the Clerk had sent to all councillors. This report was a general report but
included content specific to Semington, that across beat ED13 which includes
Semington, Seend, Bulkington, Poulshot, Keevil Hinton and Steeple Ashton, there
were 9 reported crimes in January 2018 against an average of 9.3 for the same
month over the last two years.
Community messaging PLEASE SIGN UP! Community messaging to receive regular
emails regarding crime updates, crime prevention advice and public appeals specific
for your area. - https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/
Cllr. Oglesby reported that a dog had attacked two sheep locally and that the dog and
dog owner were being sought.
Cllr. Seed gave a report on the following topics: Wiltshire Air Ambulance and Bus
Gate. Cllr. Seed reported that he and the Parish Council Chairman had recently had a
very useful meeting with the Air Ambulance personnel and that it had been agreed
that a further meeting will take place to discuss the relocation of the Bus Gate
following the construction of the building and after the ‘follow-up’ metrocount
figures were available. A361 – Road Works: these works to improve pedestrian and
road safety near to The Turnpike/Littlemarsh were to commence on 26 February
2018. Data Protection.The new regulations that are to come into force in May 2018
appear to be very onerous and burdensome to small parish councils. Wiltshire
Council and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils share this view and are
working together to obtain clarification of this legislation from the Information
Commissioner and how it may affect parish councils. He commented that the Leader
of the Council was raising this issue at Central Government level.
Planning. The Council noted the status of extant planning applications:
17/10025/FUL: Greenacres, Littleton Change of use to provide 5 additional gypsy and
traveller pitches (14 in total each with 1 static caravan and 1 touring caravan) and
associated ancillary works including landscaped amenity areas. This is in lieu of the 3
pitches and 8 caravans approved under permission W/11/01206/FUL and the further
6 pitches and 12 caravans approved under permission 14/10797/FUL. Retention of
the existing dayroom approved under 14/04110/FUL: Retrospective approval for
stone walled entrance to site - Approved.
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17/12013/FUL: April Cottage, Littleton Proposed Replacement Porch, Garage
Conversion, Fenestration Alterations and Detached Garage and Workshop/Gym Approved
The Parish Council resolved that the failure of Wiltshire Council officers and elected
members to reply to correspondence from the Parish Council was totally
unacceptable and that the Clerk is to write to the Leader of the Council to express
this sentiment and to ask when a reply to the correspondence will be received by the
Parish Council. This sentiment was shared by Cllr. Seed.
The Council resolved that it is to make enquiries of Wiltshire Council regarding the
Parish Council acquiring the Salt Tip when it becomes redundant.
Parish Steward - The Chairman stated that he would report the following to the
Parish Steward: The need to clear moss/leaf mulch etc from the footpath between St
Georges Road and Pound Lane and the corner of Church Street. To clear the path near
to the Bus Stop on the A361 road (Littlemarsh side) – Trowbridge direction.To clear
the moss on the path that runs alongside the Village Hall.
Assets of Community Value (ACV). The Chairman stated that he had sent the
following information and list of those artefacts that he considered may qualify as
‘Assets of Community Value’ to councillors for discussion at this meeting.
The resolution of the Parish Council whether or not to seek listing of these assets is
shown in bold for each asset. The definition being a building or land where its
primary use or use in the recent past, furthers the social well-being or social interests
(cultural, recreational, or sporting interests) of the local community, and it is realistic
to think that this could continue in the next five years (whether or not in the same
way as before).
The purpose of the Asset of Community Value listing is to allow time for the Parish
Council or another local community group to bid for the asset. The parish council
identified the following as possible assets, The Somerset Arms, the Sports Field, the
Salt Tip, School Field, Village Hall, tennis court and future allotments. It was resolved
to seek listing for Somerset Arms and as noted above the issue of future ownership of
the Salt Tip is to be explored.

Next meeting Monday 19th March 2018 at 8.00pm
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The birds sing louder when you grow old - Rose Chernin

Book Club

Angelia Grodzicka – 870756

The group met on Tuesday 20 th February to discuss The Night Circus by Erin
Morgenstern. Almost everyone had read it and all were surprised at how
much they enjoyed it, although 'magic is not usually my thing' was a common
refrain.
The book was described as whimsical, enchanting, weird but interesting with
magic descriptions although it was thought to be quite wordy. The chapters
do not proceed in chronological order so the reader needs to keep an eye on
where events are in the overall story. One member of the group had listened
to it on a long car journey and had found it enthralling.
The author's imagination and ability to make the unreal seem possible was a
talking point for the group. The next meeting will be on Tuesday 17th April at
8.00pm in the pub to discuss The Hundred Year old Man who Climbed out of
the Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson. The following book has
also been chosen and that is The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead
although the next meeting date after April is still to be decided.
All Welcome.

Great Bulkington Railway

Nev Boulton – Station Master
We will be opening for public running on
Easter Sunday, 1st April from 1.00pm until 4.30pm.
Light refreshments will be served by the ladies from Christ Church, Bulkington
and toilets will be available in the village hall.
We take no expenses – all profits go to Wiltshire Air Ambulance whom we
sent £2000 last year. We operate private birthday parties with 2 hours of
train rides from the village hall for up to 20 children (BYO party food) for
£140.
Contact Nev - 01380 828101
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Your Wiltshire Councillor News
Jonathan Seed 07770 774463

Wiltshire is a beautiful county and our
area of Wiltshire is especially beautiful
and we want it to stay that way!
Wiltshire Council is heavily involved
in a CleanupWilts campaign to help to
retain that beauty.
The first stage of the CleanupWilts campaign
targeted fly-tipping. The second phase has recently
been launched to try to stop people littering, specifically targeting ‘food on
the go’, and reinforcing the message that we are all responsible. If we can
change behaviour it should reduce littering and fly tipping.
The Great British Spring Clean has just taken place and I have no doubt that
all the volunteers who give up their time to pick up litter must get extremely
irritated when their good work is ‘trashed’ by the thoughtless. Wiltshire
Council spends £2.5m a year picking litter; that figure would be far higher
were it not for the local community efforts. The Council would far rather the
£2.5m be spent on filling potholes and resurfacing roads.
Perhaps if people knew that it takes up to 80 years for a crisp packet to
degrade and even paper cups take up to 40 years, they might think about not
littering. Recycling a plastic bottle can save enough energy to power a 60w
light bulb for 6 hours.
In our rural area most of the litter can only come from being thrown out of
car windows. Please don’t do this. Just take it home and put it in your bin or
recycle it.
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AEH Services
Home & Garden Services
No Job Too Small
Arbours, Planters & Arches
Erected
Leaky Taps to Faulty Gutters
Fully Insured and CRB Checked
Call Andy, 07952 357791
Free Quotes & Estimates
Peace of Mind Funeral Plans

Buy at today's prices
With a Peace of Mind Funeral
Plan you benefit from
Protection against rising
funeral costs
Your choice of funeral director
Complete flexibility to choose
the funeral you want
Guaranteed acceptance.
To discuss your choices contact

Jack Woodward
01380 870784
www.peacefuneralplans.co.uk

All plans registered with the
Funeral Planning Authority
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Neighbourhood Watch
Paul Bowyer

There’s a disturbing scam called Simcard swap, where criminals persuade your
bank that they are you, and you want to change the Simcard in your mobile
phone – you may wish to do this if your card gets damaged, say. Once they have
persuaded your bank to switch the service on your card to theirs they can empty
your bank account in minutes.
It’s surprisingly easy for this deception once the criminals have a few details
about you – name, address, date of birth, all readily available, and if your bank is
a bit lax about security they may even get through if they get details wrong. Some
banks are switching to a voice recognition system which automatically checks that
the caller’s voice matches the caller’s account. They claim this takes 2 seconds!
Widespread use of this system will help to reduce the huge cost of fraud. Is this a
good reason for not carrying out banking transactions on your mobile?
There’s a “new” service available to consumers, it is called Quad9 and claims to
provide UK Internet with a more secure DNS provider option. Google it if you’re
interested but I couldn’t understand it. One of the customer reviews simply says
“Hmm…”!
Action Fraud have sent a message out with regards to ticket fraud. If you are
intending to buy tickets on line, make sure you know and trust the website you
are going to use. Do a bit of research; are there any negative postings from
previous customers? Try not to buy (don’t!) using direct bank transfer. Its like
handing over cash and is not recoverable. Use a credit or debit card. Don’t use a
site which only gives a mobile number – they are not traceable.
With regards to local crime I am pleased to report that no local crime has been
reported; the nearest is the far end of Semington Road. I have a simple request
please watch out for elderly neighbours who may be targeted by criminals.

Parish Magazine – Donations
Gillian Airey

We’ve popped an envelope into the magazine this month and we’d love you
to have the chance to make a contribution to the running costs of the
magazine and help us each year to try and break even.
Thank you in advance for your generosity!
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Pottering is the most fun you can have in slippers – Guy Browning

W I Meeting
Deb Hurn

We had a very interesting talk from Dawn
Lawrence who spoke about the “Born Free”
foundation. She is a friend of Virginia McKenna
and Bill Travers. It brought back memories as
many of us remembered the film.
Dawn also brought books that she had written containing stories and verse.
She read from her poetry books during her talk and the poems were very
amusing. Many of the animals written about most of us had not heard of. It
did provoke thought when you realise how many animals are close to
extinction and grateful that there are people working to try and prevent
more losses.
Our next meeting will be on Thursday 8 th March 2018 at 7.30pm. This will be
our Annual General Meeting with committee up for election and a look back
on the last year. We hope to see as many members there as possible.

Paws for Thought

The Lord lets me rest in
green meadows; he leads
me beside peaceful
streams.
It’s in the Bible Psalm 23 Verse 2
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Steeple Ashton Films
Alison Wilson

THE AUDIENCE
Saturday 24th March 2018 – 7.00pm
Please note early start.
Doors at 6.30pm for refreshments at the Village Hall Steeple Ashton.
Every week Queen Elizabeth II meets with her current Prime Minister. We
don't know what they talk about as no minutes are published, or even kept,
and none of the twelve Prime Ministers who have served during the
Queen's reign has given anything more than a vague hint of what their
discussions have covered. So, how do you make a play out of that?
Peter Morgan's answer is to blend fact and fiction. He draws on what is
known about the personalities of various Prime Ministers, and the issues
they faced during their periods in office, then mixes in the character of a
shrewd and intelligent monarch. He does this by providing us with
completely fictional, but witty script. On stage in the West End and on
Broadway this has proved immensely successful, humorously entertaining,
well-observed, and has just enough in the way of authenticity to be
believable.
This presentation is a National Theatre Live performance of the West End
production starring Helen Mirren as Queen Elizabeth II, as she did in ‘The
Queen’ for which she won an Oscar in 2006. Many other well know actors
appear as the various Prime Ministers including Paul Ritter as John Major,
Edward Fox as Winston Churchill, Richard McCabe as Harold Wilson,
Nathaniel Parker as Gordon Brown, Michael Elwyn as Sir Anthony Eden,
Hayden Gwynne as Margaret Thatcher and Rufus Wright as David Cameron.
We are all intrigued by what might go on behind closed doors and 'The
Audience' gives us a very entertaining glimpse.
Tickets £6 available from Steeple Ashton Village Shop or can be reserved by
ringing Alison Wilson on 01380 871345
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Drywall,
Landscaping, etc .

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &
Delivery service

07936 706614

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.

T.A.P SERVICES
Oil Boiler &
Range Cooker

Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or
to book an
appointment

Servicing
contact

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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Catholic News

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST TROWBRIDGE & ST BERNADETTE’S WESTBURY (including
VILLAGES)

St John’s Sunday Masses :
Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm; Sunday 10.30am & 6.00pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday: 9.00am; Tuesday: 6.00pm; Wednesday: 12.10pm; Friday 6.00pm
Saturday: 10.00am & 6.00pm (Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass. SVP Friday: 6.45pm
Confessions: Saturday: 10.30am -11.00am and 5.15pm – 5.45pm and any time on
request.
St Bernadette’s Sunday Mass – 9.00am
Weekday Mass; Thursday 10.00am (Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 10.30am –
10.50am)
Confessions: Before Mass on Sundays and any time on request.
THE NEW 300 CLUB 2018 - Subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly.
New members are most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10. For
information and application form contact Francis Geraghty 01380 871083 email:
f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
SHARING OUR FAITH - The Group meets in the Parish Centre, Trowbridge on
Wednesdays from 8.00pm -9.00pm. This is open to anyone wishing to learn more about
the Catholic Church.
SICK AND/OR HOUSEBOUND - Any Catholic who is sick or housebound should let Tom
Finnegan (01225 752152) know as he would be pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy
Communion, if desired.

MASS TIMES at NEARBY CATHOLIC CHURCHES
St Joseph's, West Lavington (01380 723572) Mass on Sunday at 9.00am
Immaculate Conception, Devizes (01380 723572) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm and
Sunday 10.30am and 5.00pm
St Anthony Melksham (01225 702128) Mass on Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday
9.30am
St George’s Warminster (01985 212329) Mass on Saturday evening 6.00pm and
Sunday 8.00am & 10.00am
Bradford on Avon (01225 862739) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 10.30am
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Catholic News

St John the Baptist Trowbridge & St Bernadette’s Westbury (inc villages)

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES
Maundy Thursday
Mass of the Lord's Supper 7.30pm
Good Friday
Solemn Passion of the Lord 3.00pm
Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil & Mass of the Resurrection 7.30pm
Easter Sunday Mass
Morning Mass St. Bernadette's Westbury 9.00am
Morning Mass St. John's 10.30am
Evening Mass St. John's Trowbridge 6.00pm

Rise Theatre
NEW PRODUCTION OF ‘ROMERO – HEARTBEAT OF EL SALVADOR’
THURSDAY 15TH MARCH 7.30 P.M.
We have RISE Theatre visiting St. John’s. RISE will
be performing for us their new production of
‘Romero – Heartbeat of El Salvador’ A thought
provoking play about Blessed Archbishop Oscar
Romeros challenge to those in power and his call
for justice. The production tells the true story of
Blessed Oscar Romero and his love for the
oppressed people of El Salvador. Romero chose to
challenge those in power and stand up for social justice. He demanded respect
for human rights. Come and experience this exciting play, performed with energy
and passion by the RISE Theatre team – www.risetheatre.co.uk
For tickets please contact the Parish Centre office Tel 01225 752930,
enquiries@sjpc.org.uk or visit www.ticketsource.co.uk/risetheatre £5 per ticket
or £15 for a family of four (children 11+) Refreshments included.
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Thoughts From The Rectory
Rev. John Rees

For Christians, Lent is a time of reflection as we prepare for Easter, the great
festival of the Church when the death and resurrection of Jesus is remembered.
Some people mark Lent with times of fasting, giving up eating for periods of time,
to help them focus on their relationship with God. Pope Francis has suggested a
different form of fasting which can benefit all of us, not only in Lent.
POPE FRANCIS’ WORDS
Do you want to fast this Lent?
●
Fast from hurting words and say kind words.
●
Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude.
●
Fast from anger and be filled with patience.
●
Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope.
●
Fast from worries and trust in God.
●
Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity.
●
Fast from pressures and be prayerful.
●
Fast from bitterness and fill your heart with joy.
●
Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others.
●
Fast from grudges and be reconciled.
●
Fast from words and be silent so you can listen.
May these wise words help us to examine our attitudes and actions and live more
as Jesus taught us to. As we celebrate Easter at the beginning of April, may this
help us to have peace in our hearts and joy in our lives.
Best wishes, John

Contact Details for The Canalside Parishes

Administrator – Emma Holt 07707 648890 or 01225 764365
E-mail - canalsidebenefice@gmail.com (Tue, Wed, Fri 10.00am -1.00pm)
PCC Secretary/Treasurer - Jack Woodward 01380 870784
Church Warden – Mr David Wildsmith
We have a team of Lay Pastoral Assistants who take on many roles within the
benefice and are co-ordinated by Marilyn Stubbs. Please contact Marilyn on
01225 753118 or John if you would like a visit.
Rev John Rees, Rector, Canalside Benefice 01225 764365
Email: canalsidebeneficerector@gmail.com www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk
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March 2018 Services

You are welcome to join any of our services
Sunday 4th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th
Maundy Thursday
Easter Sunday

St George’s Semington
9.30am
Holy Communion
9.30am
Methodist Service
9.30am
Holy Communion
11.00am
Messy Church
St George’s School
No Service
8.30am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Easter Day Communion
St Michael and All Angels Hilperton

Sunday 4th
Sunday 4th
Wednesday 7th
Sunday 11th
Wednesday 14th
Sunday 18th
Wednesday 21st
Sunday 25th
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunday

8.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
10.00am
7.00pm
2.00pm
10.00am

Holy Communion
Together in Worship
Communion & Coffee
Holy Communion
Communion & Coffee
Family Communion
Communion & Coffee
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Meditation
Easter Day Communion
Followed by Egg Hunt

St Mary Magdalen Hilperton Marsh
Sunday 4th
Sunday 18th
Easter Sunday

11.00am
11.00am
11.00am
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Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Easter Day Communion

View From A Bridge
Taken in December 2016 – looking west towards Hilperton. If you have a
favourite photo of the village, please e-mail the editor and we’ll share it with
everyone who loves living in Semington.
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