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Armstrong Angels Skittles
Semington WI
Semington Parish Council
Village Hall Quiz

8.00pm
7.00pm
7.45pm
7.30pm

Skittles
TUESDAY’S
FRIDAY’S
5th
THU

Semington Ladies Skittles
Semington Mens Skittles
Steeple Ashton Skittles

7.30pm
7.30pm
8.00pm

Every Week in The Village Hall
Bingo
Post Office
Baby/Toddler Group
Bridge Club
Zumba Fitness
Musical Theatre
Coffee Morning
Alzheimer’s Support
Semingtones

Monday
Monday & Thursday
Tuesday
St George’s School Hall
Tuesday & Friday
Wednesday
St George’s School Hall
Wednesday
(8 to 16 years)
Thursday
2nd Thursday of the month
Fridays

7.30pm
9.30am-12.30pm
10.00am-11.30am
9.00am-1.00pm
6.30pm
4.45pm-6.15pm
10.00am-12 noon
10.00am-12 noon
6.00pm-7.30pm

Whist Drive
Eric Clifford

There is a whist drive at Shaw Village Hall (SN12 8EW) on Saturday 14th April,
7.30pm £3.00 per person. Proceeds are in aid of N.C.H. Action for Children,
there will be refreshments and a raffle. For further details or to donate prizes for
the raffle please contact Eric or Helen 01380 870922.
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The only true wisdom is in knowing you know nothing - Socrates

Christians in Semington
Bev Woodward

Christians in Semington - Wednesday 4th April, 7.45pm to 9.00pm, 9 Somerset Way.
Join us to pray for our community.
Housegroup - Tuesday’s 10th & 24th April, 7.45pm. Join us to drink tea, coffee, chat
and have a laugh, and find out more about the Christian faith. For the next few
weeks we're thinking about the Lord's Prayer. The evenings are suitable for anyone.
For more information, including venues, phone Bev/Jack 870784, Pam/David 870030
or Victoria 871936.

Semington Slog Update
Victoria Reardon

This year’s Semington Slog 10k is fast approaching. We are introducing a 2k event this
year aimed at young runners Year 5+ and others who are looking for a shorter
challenge.
If you would like to get involved please go online
to entrycentral.com/semingtonslog or if you would like to help marshall the event
please email semingtonslog@gmail.com
Please encourage friends and family to support this great event and raise money for
St George’s Primary School.

Editor’s Note
Gillian Airey

Thank you for all of the great photos sent in – keep them coming! They’ll start
appearing from next month - this month I have featured the handover of the new
Air Ambulance base which I’m sure you won’t mind! The deadline for the May
edition is Friday 20th April. Please e-mail me at semparmag@icloud.com
For all advertising enquiries please contact Jeremy on 870708 or e-mail
Jez_tyler@hotmail.com Apologies to those who have asked for advertising space.
As you know the magazine is full, I’m still scratching my head to work how we get
more happy advertisers squeezed in!
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
01380
...Seend828025
Cleeve

We only board cats
Phone 07519393668

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates
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Never eat more than you can lift - Miss Piggy

This month I’ve Not Got It Quite Right
Gilly Airey

Cast your mind back to my last little homily on life, the universe and everything,
you may recall I said ‘by the time you’re reading this the days will be lighter, the
weather will be warmer’. Well it transpired I wasn’t quite right… can you see what
I did there? Didn’t quite admit I got it wrong……
You see my fabulous parents raised me to be a confident woman, to grasp the
bull by the horns, that the world was my oyster and I could be anything and
everything I ever wanted to be. It was the 80’s after all and this included having
some really ludicrous perms and shoulder pads, I’ll share the photos one day, but
I digress. What happened in reality is I cultivated an absolute belief that I was
right and if I wasn’t right then the other person was more wrong than me!
It’s a trait that has followed me through my life and you can imagine what fun it is
for gorgeous hubby. Being ‘right’ has led to interesting situations to say the
least….. Have you ever tried to get your car extricated from the long-term car park
at Gatwick when you have insisted that we have booked south terminal car park
when in fact the opposite is true? Escape involved passports, supervisors and
what felt like a royal pardon. Better still, having a whispered argument on an
airport transfer bus about the fact that I had told gorgeous hubby what time the
flight closed only to realise I had confused it with the time it took off. Happily not
the same holiday I hasten to add.
I am, I cannot lie, a bit of a liability in quiz teams too, such is my belief that I know
the correct answer to any possible question (except sport – even I know my
limits) that I can convince each of my fellow team members that I could not
possibly be wrong! And then, you guessed it, I am in the words of Ken Bruce the
metaphorical equivalent of ‘one year out’ – my defence is usually ‘that’s what I
meant to say!’
So here’s some careers I can’t now take up; weather forecaster – can you
imagine….. contestant on ‘Who Wants to be A Millionaire or worse still Mr and
Mrs with gorgeous hubby…. And finally never, ever let me loose with your travel
arrangements – who knows what would happen or indeed where you’d end up!
Till next month!
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Regular or one-off service

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones. If your computer has
ground to a halt, or you want 1 to 1
instruction on how to use your PC...
internet security... download pictures
from your camera… how to use software
and much more… call Dave.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale

Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807

01225 705782

e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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My husband wanted more space – so I locked him out. Roseanne Barr

Quiz Night
Julia Wade

March’s Quiz was set by Barbara, Pam, David, Sue and Geoff – so many thanks to
them for an excellent quiz. Four teams were present – we would love to see
more people coming to the quiz. Questions are on a wide variety of subjects, it’s
good fun and not really high-brow; there is something for everyone, usually. So
why not give it try? If you come alone or as a couple, we can always put you in a
larger team. You would be very welcome.
The main quiz included rounds entitled Tea and Coffee, Dress & Fashion and
Around Britain Whiz. Questions included:
Which is the least populated English County? Which new item of clothing in the
60s was designed by Mr Fish? (First name Michael, but I don’t think he had a side
line in weather forecasting; I really liked the answer to this one. ) And an
interesting question, What happens to the caffeine extracted from decaffeinated
coffee? The intriguing answers are below.
Team ‘Now we are 5’ were the runaway winners of the Main Quiz, with Terry’s
Turnips in second place, so well done to Angela, Bill, Gaye and friends. Terry’s
Turnips got their revenge with the Marathon, however, beating Team ‘No Idea’ by
one point. Well done to Neil and Jacqui. The Marathon had a literary theme, with
book title anagrams such as ANNOY THE GRABBER and Book Title Dingbats such
as HCAATT and _ _ _ AGEMENT. Answers below.
All very satisfying… once you’ve got the answer!
The next two quizzes will be on Sunday 22 April and 20 May, 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start, at the Village Hall.
Everyone welcome!
ANSWERS: Northumberland. The Kipper Tie! It is used as an additive in Coca
Cola. NORTHANGER ABBEY. The Cat in the Hat. The Invisible Man.
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CAR L’S CAB’S LTD

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI’S

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

Airport & Party Runs
8 & 6 Seats Available
N.V.Q. Qualified

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel. 01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

M: 0789 4873129
E: carolscabs@hotmail.co.uk

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

Funeral tributes

Beautiful, stylish flowers

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •

for every occasion

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.

Local delivery available

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537
Based in Semington, Trowbridge

Bridge House, Semington, Trowbridge,
BA14 6JT
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I would rather trust a woman’s instinct than a man’s reason. Stanley Baldwin

Nature’s Notes
Something of the difficult and reclusive life of Emily Dickinson was captured in
the 2016 film, A Quiet Passion. Although she was a prolific poet, fewer than a
dozen poems were published while she lived and most had their meaning
changed through editing to make them fit with the poetic rules of the time. It
wasn’t until after she died in 1886 that the public became more fully aware of her
work, and it was only in 1955 that a complete collection of some 1800 poems was
published. Here are two of them:

"Nature" Is What We See
The Hill—the Afternoon—
Squirrel—Eclipse— the Bumble bee—
Nay—Nature is Heaven—
Nature is what we hear—
The Bobolink—the Sea—
Thunder—the Cricket—
Nay—Nature is Harmony—
Nature is what we know—
Yet have no art to say—
So impotent Our Wisdom is
To her Simplicity.
Bee! I'm expecting you!
Was saying Yesterday
To Somebody you know
That you were due—
The Frogs got Home last Week—
Are settled, and at work—
Birds, mostly back—
The Clover warm and thick—
You'll get my Letter by
The seventeenth; Reply
Or better, be with me—
Yours, Fly.
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Coffee, chocolate, men – the richer the better - Anon

Cloth Road Arts Week
Esme Howard

Saturday 5th May to Sunday 13th May 2018

The 8th Cloth Road Arts trail takes place this year from
Saturday 5th to Sunday 13th May. For those of you
unfamiliar with this event, it is a free 9 day visual feast
in the form of an art trail, showcasing the work of local
artists and craftspeople, covering Trowbridge, Bradford on Avon, Melksham
and surrounding villages. It offers the opportunity for the public to view
exhibitions, meet the artists, participate in workshops, with an option to
make any purchases directly from the artists.
For the first time I am very excited to be exhibiting my hand-painted
glassware with Sally Evans, a talented watercolourist at her studio in
Hilperton. We will be open to visitors every day of the trail from 11.00am to
5.00pm.
I am running glass-painting workshops, £10 taster sessions for anyone who
wants to have a go for themselves, daily 2.00pm to 4.00pm. Places are
limited so please call to book a place on either 01380 870934 or 07729
381796
Brochures with full details of the trail and participating artists are free and
available now from various local venues, also online at
www.clothroadartists.com or give me a call on the above numbers if you’d
like further information.
I do hope you can visit my venue! I look forward to welcoming you at:
Rectory Barn Studio
Whaddon Lane
Hilperton
BA14 6NR
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.

Linda Hollister
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared
Can’t tuneHARRIS
in your new TV?
P.F.
P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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Neighbourhood Watch
Paul Bowyer – 870512

Though hopefully the reports from the Fire & Rescue Service about precautions to
take as the temperature plummeted recently will reach you too late to be of use to
you this year, I will try to remember to remind you next winter! Amongst all the
obvious comments about staying inside and wrapping up was a report about the
dangers of falling through ice on frozen waterways. This often occurs when dog
owners try to save their pets which have fallen through the ice, and they themselves
fall in. Now to the advice – don’t let your dog go onto ice, keep it on a lead until the
danger is past. If a dog does fall in call 999 and don’t try to rescue it yourself. (Easy to
say, I know!)
There has been a spate of car thefts locally (though not Semington) where thieves
have stolen car keys from houses and driven off in the car in the driveway. The 4
youths responsible have been caught and charged. Police are urging people to follow
security advice after a spate of burglaries and have issued a report titled ‘Security
advice after burglaries in Trowbridge, Bradford on Avon and Westbury’. It is available
at wiltshire.police.uk Anyone with information about burglaries or other crime is
asked to contact Wiltshire Police on 101, or alternatively you can call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555111. If you see a crime actually in progress ring 999 of
course. Don’t forget to securely lock your sheds, doors and windows now the warmer
weather’s coming! We can hope!
Email accounts contain a wealth of sensitive information which criminals can use to
impersonate you and reset your bank passwords, and obtain your bank details,
address and date of birth. For more information on how to stay secure online
visit cyberaware.gov.uk

Great Bulkington Railway

Nev Boulton – Station Master 828101
We will be opening for public running on
Easter Sunday 1st April from 1.00pm until 4.30pm.
Light refreshments will be served by the ladies from Christ Church, Bulkington and
toilets will be available in the village hall. The entrance is at the Village Hall SN10
1SW.
We take no expenses – all profits to Wiltshire Air Ambulance whom we sent
£2000 last year. We operate private birthday parties with 2 hours of train rides
from the village hall for up to 20 children (BYO party food) for £140.
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Edited Parish Council Minutes
Present. Cllrs B Smyth (Chairman), P Bowyer, R Oglesby, S Rimmer, R Robinson, W
Scott, C Wade and the Clerk, Roger Coleman. Wiltshire Council, Cllr. J Seed attended
(Part-time). There were no members of the public present. Apologies for nonattendance were received from Parish Councillor P Smith and from PCSO Ledbury.
Community Policing. PCSO Ledbury had sent a written report to the Clerk prior to the
meeting that the Clerk had sent to all councillors. Officers are investigating a series of
burglaries in Trowbridge, Melksham, Bradford on Avon and Westbury areas which
have all occurred in the last few weeks. In the majority of the burglary cases,
offenders have entered a property via an insecurity (mainly the front door) or able to
obtain front door/car keys via access through the letterbox As a result, 4 males, 3 of
them juveniles, were arrested on the 27th February in connection to the investigation.
Police are still appealing for information following a report of a dog worrying sheep in
Seend. On 12th February a large dark collie/German Shepherd type dog killed a Ewe
that was carrying twins. Both the twins also died. Another sheep had to be rescued
from a ditch but survived. Any information calls 101 and quote crime reference
54180013877. Cllr. Smyth reported that a small copse had been felled at the
Lansdowne site. During the subsequent Wiltshire Council Report, Cllr. Seed reported
that the Wiltshire Council Enforcement Officer had been informed and that an officer
from the team had inspected the site. A report was awaited. Cllr. Seed stated that he
would keep the Parish Council informed.
Bus Gate Cllr. Smyth stated that there had been an increase in the number of vehicles
flouting the bus gate in recent months – 20 in January and 32 in February, these
numbers were obtained during the very limited patrol periods. The actual daily
number would be very much higher. He commented that more disturbing were the
number of parishioners ignoring the bus gate restrictions and that if left
unchallenged, the benefit of the bus gate for the villagers of Semington would be lost
Wiltshire Council Report. Cllr. Seed gave a report on the following topics: Salt Depot.
Wiltshire Council has indicated that it intends to retain this site and not to dispose of
it. These sentiments accorded with the formal reply from Wiltshire Council received
following the Parish Council letter to Wiltshire Council enquiring about the future of
the site. General Data Protection Regulations. The new regulations that are to come
into force on 25th May 2018 would be very onerous and burdensome to small parish
councils and Wiltshire Council and the Wiltshire Association of Local Councils
continue to work together to obtain clarification of this legislation. The Leader of the
Council, Baroness Scott, was raising this issue at Central Government level with the
ministers involved and in the House of Lords. Meanwhile, the advice from Cllr. Seed
was for the Parish Councils to take no action pending this clarification.
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Planning.The Council examined the following planning application and resolved to
send comments to Wiltshire Council as shown: 27 The Orchard, two storey extension
to the side – no objections to this proposed development. There were no planning
applications received after 12th March 2018. The Clerk reported that he had not yet
received any correspondence from the Leader of the Council, Baroness Scott,
regarding the failure of Cllr. Sturgis to engage with the Parish Council. The Council
resolved that if no response is received within two weeks then the Clerk is to make a
formal complaint to Wiltshire Council. Cllr. Wade enquired about the status of the
Hannick Homes proposed development and commented that he understood that
Hannick Homes was still discussing the details of the development with Wiltshire
Council. The Clerk was asked to contact Hannick Homes for an update on the current
situation.
Finance. Total balance in hand at 19th March 2018 £23,374.46
Highways/Environment. The Chairman stated that the Parish Steward had been
informed about the need to clear moss/leaf mulch etc from the footpaths and that he
understood that the next visit of the Steward was to be 23 rd March and 26th March –
although the original visit programme had been interrupted because of the recent
bad weather.
Cllr. Robinson gave a report on the road safety improvement works on the A361 and
commented that it was already an improvement but that further work was required
to complete the work as per agreed specification. He added that he was to review the
progress of the work with Wiltshire Council, Mark Stansby over the next few days.
Cllr. Robinson confirmed that Wiltshire Council had agreed to regularly clear the A361
layby (opposite to The Turnpike) of any fly-tipped rubbish.
Cllr. Smyth drew the attention to an article in Cllr. Wayman’s newsletter regarding the
intention of Wiltshire Council to dispose of play areas and that this decision would
directly affect the play area and play equipment at Wessex Close. There ensued a
lengthy discussion regarding the benefit to the community of the play area. The
Council resolved to take no action at present regarding the Play Area and Play
Equipment pending further possible, action by Wiltshire Council. A possible solution
suggested by Cllr. Oglesby was that the Parish Council could consider paying for the
repair of the equipment if Wiltshire Council would agree to funding its continuing
maintenance. Councillors commented that a recent litter pick in the village largely
undertaken by Cllr. Robinson had negated the need for a ‘full’ litter pick in the village
and Cllr. Smyth agreed to assist a parishioner in a local ‘clean up’ of any remaining
discarded litter.
Date of Next Meeting. 18th April - Ordinary PC Meeting
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AEH Services
Home & Garden Services
No Job Too Small
Arbours, Planters & Arches
Erected
Leaky Taps to Faulty Gutters
Fully Insured and CRB Checked
Call Andy, 07952 357791
Free Quotes & Estimates
Peace of Mind Funeral Plans

Buy at today's prices
With a Peace of Mind Funeral
Plan you benefit from
Protection against rising
funeral costs
Your choice of funeral director
Complete flexibility to choose
the funeral you want
Guaranteed acceptance.
To discuss your choices contact

Jack Woodward
01380 870784
www.peacefuneralplans.co.uk

All plans registered with the
Funeral Planning Authority
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Your Wiltshire Councillor News
Jonathan Seed 07770 774463

The Budget setting Council took place last month and the result was that the proposal
for an increase in Council Tax of 5.99% was overwhelmingly approved by the Council.
There was very little opposition to the proposal with only a tiny part of the financial
settlement being debated at all. It was clear from the debate that Councillors voted
for this with some reluctance as they recognised the difficulties that such an increase
could cause residents. The result will be a maintenance of most of the front line
services that the Council delivers albeit with some small changes. This reflects less on
over £20m efficiencies which Wiltshire Council has had to make this year but more on
the juggling act that those administering your council tax have had to perform. We
simply have had to get used to doing more with less whilst at the same time asking
Town and Parish Councils to help by taking over some services.
Last month local communities had to manage their way through some of the most
severe weather that we have seen for many years. The bitter cold and isolation
experienced because of the drifting snow gave us a taste of managing for ourselves.
The great British community spirit really did shine through in many of our local areas
with many of those with four wheel drive vehicles readily offering their assistance to
those more vulnerable members of the community. This was in addition to people
walking to offer help where help was needed. Many old people were helped for the
first time through social media messages asking for individuals to be checked and the
value of town and village Facebook pages really became apparent. At times like this it
is worth every community taking a look at its community emergency plan and
updating on how severe cold weather can be addressed by people pulling together.
This does not need to be a major planning exercise but could be something as simple
as just jotting down who needs help in very severe cold weather and who can and will
help in these circumstances.
Last month also brought the terrible tragedy of the nerve agent poisoning to
Salisbury and our thoughts are with those who suffered in the appalling crime. The
incident showed that we can never really escape the difficulties of our modern world,
however far removed that we may seem from the centre of political and
cosmopolitan activity. However the incident also gave us much to be proud of in
Wiltshire with our police service and its members responding magnificently to the
challenge. Other services and local government partners also responded in an
exemplary manner not only in the immediate handling of the incident but in the
longer term reassurance of a concerned local community. All of this ranged from the
heroic actions of individuals on the day through strong local community leadership
to individuals just providing a cuppa for those on duty through this dreadful time.
All in all a great example of the stuff that our County is made of.
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I like work: it fascinates me. I can sit and look at it for hours. Jerome K Jerome

I Thought That When I Retired
Anonymous

Everyone looks forward to retirement, don’t they?
The end of all those long, stressful hours of work in the office, the travelling
around on motorways to meetings which go on forever and the scuffs with
“management” because they think you should and could do more.
Yes, the easy times are coming after retirement day; take up a nice hobby, get the
garden up to scratch, and go on holiday abroad every other month. Ah, this
should be bliss.
And then you finally pass retirement day.
Suddenly, your days are filled with new commitments you have taken on.
Editor of the local magazine. Member of the parish council. Fixing cars for friends.
Selling unwanted items on eBay after downsizing. Keeping pace with Martin
Lewis’s money saving tips so you can eek out your pension. Doing jobs your better
half has been piling up for you whilst you were still at work. Helping out in the
local village charity shop. Looking after the grandchildren whilst Mum and Dad
shoot off to the Maldives……
So, no spare time left any more. You are working harder than you did at work, and
not getting paid for any of it, because, well, you are retired now aren’t you!
But is it more enjoyable than work?
Yes, of course it is, because you are now doing the things you want to do, and not
the things you had to do to earn a living.
So the moral of this story?
You never really retire – you just get paid nothing for doing a lot more work – but
it is much more enjoyable. C’est la vie!
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GOOD
QUALITY

LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6EU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
LOGS

www.lawnhouse.co.uk

Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

FOR SALE
CALL JOHN
ON
01380 870264

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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W I Meeting
Deb Hurn

March is the month of the AGM. We welcomed
another newcomer to our meeting and looked
back at the past year. We were surprised to
learn just how much we had done. Each meeting
we had was very different and time passed quickly. Sue Ludlow and Val Swaine were
thanked for providing refreshments every month as were Sue Gibbs and Lesley
Vooght for being our washer uppers. Julie Hervin was thanked for her magnificent
work as Treasurer and Sue Connor for doing all our secretarial work. I would also like
to say thank you to all in Semington WI for my lovely flowers.
The committee were elected and remain the same as last year. They are as followsSue Gibbs, Lesley Vooght, Carole Ball, Committee Members. Julie Hervin, Treasurer,
Sue Connor, Secretary, Deb Hurn, President.
After the formal bits were over we were able to look forward to the next year. We
discussed things that we would like to do, crafts that we would like to take part in,
speakers that we would like to listen to and furthering our connection with the village
hall with a couple of events in the planning. To finish the evening we had a surprise
celebration with a beautiful cake, some bubbly and some very welcome homemade
scones and jam (thanks Carole) to mark Semington WI’s 21st Birthday.
Our next meeting will be on the 12th April at 7.30pm. The speaker will be Dorothy
Cook on ‘Midwifery....Never a Dull Moment’. Look forward to seeing you there.

Happy 21st Birthday Semington WI!
Paws for Thought
Jesus said “Look at my hands
and my feet. It’s really me! Touch
me and see, for a ghost doesn’t
have flesh and bones like
you see I have.”

It’s in the bible; Luke c24 v29
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Drywall,
Landscaping, etc .

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &
Delivery service

07936 706614

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.

T.A.P SERVICES
Oil Boiler &
Range Cooker

Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or
to book an
appointment

Servicing
contact

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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Steeple Ashton Films
Alison Wilson

MURDER ON THE ORIENT EXPRESS (12A)
Saturday 14 April 2018 7.30pm
Doors open at 7.00pm for refreshments
The Village Hall, Steeple Ashton
This is the latest remake of this much loved classic Agatha Christie murder
mystery. Directed by Kenneth Brannagh, whose reputation is unchallenged both
as a director and actor, the film’s strength, undoubtedly, lies in the quality and
diversity of its glittering cast, but there are a few surprises along the way.
Hercule Poirot is played by Kenneth Brannagh himself, who brings his own style
to the character, but you will spot Judi Dench, Derek Jacobi, Johnny Depp,
Michelle Pfeiffer, Penelope Cruz and Olivia Coleman to name a few amongst the
wealth of well known actors. The plot is well known and I’m reluctant to reveal
any details. Having said that, Agatha Christie cannot fail to entertain and puzzle
us to this day. This is a film we will all enjoy.
Tickets £6 available from Steeple Ashton Village Shop or can be reserved by
ringing Alison Wilson on 01380 871345
We have been asked to remind our audience that we are required to ensure that
the film we are showing is suitable for all members of our audience. We,
therefore, ask that our audience check the film’s certification before bringing any
younger members of our audience to our showings. Thank you.

Update on Parish Matters
Brian Smyth

In the first 3 months of this year we have seen a substantial increase in vehicles
flouting the no entry restrictions. One of the disappointing aspects is the
significant increase in Semington parishioners who have been recorded driving
through. Not only is this frustrating for the volunteers who give up their free time
to try and reduce the traffic through the village but it also undermines the Parish
Council’s continuing efforts to get the bus gate relocated. Although such
infringements are usually dealt with by warnings, please be aware that in some
cases the '3 licence points plus £100' penalty is actually being applied.
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Catholic News

St. John The Baptist Trowbridge & St Bernadette’s Westbury (inc Villages)
St John’s Sunday Masses :
Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm; Sunday 10.30am & 6.00pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday: 9.00am; Tuesday: 6.00pm; Wednesday: 12.10pm; Friday 6.00pm
Saturday: 10.00am & 6.00pm (Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass. SVP Friday: 6.45pm
Confessions: Saturday: 10.30am -11.00am and 5.15pm – 5.45pm and any time on
request.
St Bernadette’s Sunday Mass – 9.00am
Weekday Mass; Thursday 10.00am (Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 10.30am –
10.50am)
Confessions: Before Mass on Sunday’s and any time on request.
The New 300 Club 2018 - subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly.
New members are most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10. For
information and application form contact Francis Geraghty 01380 871083 email:
f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
Sharing Our Faith - The Group meets in the Parish Centre, Trowbridge on Wednesdays
from 8.00pm -9.00pm. This is open to anyone wishing to learn more about the Catholic
Church.
Sick And/Or Housebound - Any Catholic who is sick or housebound should let Tom
Finnegan (01225 752152) know as he would be pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy
Communion, if desired.

Mass Times At Nearby Catholic Churches
St Joseph's, West Lavington (01380 723572) Mass on Sunday at 9.00am
Immaculate Conception, Devizes (01380 723572) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm and
Sunday 10.30am and 5.00pm
St Anthony Melksham (01225 702128) Mass on Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday
9.30am
St George’s Warminster (01985 212329) Mass on Saturday evening 6.00pm and
Sunday 8.00am & 10.00am
Bradford on Avon (01225 862739) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 10.30am
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ANNUAL CLIFTON DIOCESE SUMMER CAMPS
Bookings are now being taken for the
camps which take place 13th to 17th August
for ages 7-11 years and 20 th to 24th August for ages 12-16 years. The camps
have moved to a new venue at the Viney Hill Adventure Centre in the Forest
of Dean. A week full of fun & friendship underpinned by a sharing and living
of our Christian Faith. To book visit www.livingyourfaith.co.uk
CONFIRMATION 2018
Bishop Declan will celebrate the Mass of Confirmation on Wednesday 27 th
June at 7.00pm. Children in Year 8 or above who wish to be confirmed should
complete the application form in the church porch and return it to the Parish
Priest (Fr Tom).

At The School Gates
A very big thank you to anyone who sent in jumble or helped with the setting
up and running of the jumble sale last week. We were up against some stiff
competition with other jumble sales going on In the area, but we still
managed to raise £285 which was great.
After Easter it will be about the outdoor space around Ducklings. It is getting
a bit of a makeover. We’re going to be moving the train, and the playhouse
to different locations, whilst preparing the ground for a new bigger shed. If
anyone has any equipment that is going to make life easier for the
volunteers, please do come forward. We will also be needing 20 large paving
slabs so if anyone in the village has contacts or an account where we can get
these cheaply we would love to hear from you.
The children have also been given the ‘Extreme Reading Challenge’ Parents
are challenged to snap their children reading in unusual (but safe) places!

Editor’s note – we’d love t see the best photos in the Village Mag too!

25

Wiltshire Air Ambulance Update
Jill Crooks

It’s almost 12 months ago that work began on our new airbase at Outmarsh
and we are now in the final phase of construction.
An exciting milestone took place last month in March with the official
handover of the building from our primary contractor Rigg Construction
(Southern) Limited to us. During this event our helicopter was able to land for
the first time on the helipad.
Throughout April the building will be fitted out before we move in, which we
anticipate to be May and we hope to be fully operational by June.
We are immensely proud of the new airbase and the purpose built facilities it
has for our helicopter, our pilots, paramedics and charity team. The new
facility will secure our future and enable us to continue to save lives in the
future.
We are also proud that we will be part of the community of Semington and
Melksham Without and we’d like to thank everyone who has fundraised for
the new airbase or sent us words of support.
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Thoughts From The Rectory
Rev. John Rees

I love spring; after the damp and chill of winter it is wonderful to see shoots
appear in the hedgerows and in the trees and bushes in our gardens and to see
the lambs begin to appear in our fields. All around are signs of new life – and
many of us find that our mood lifts as we begin to feel the warmth of the sun on
our backs – especially after the cold winds and snow March brought us this year.
This Spring, Anne and I are also welcoming new life in our family with the birth of
our first grandchild.
April begins in 2018 with Easter Day. The key themes of this season are also new
life and new hope. On that first Easter the darkness of Jesus’ crucifixion on Good
Friday was replaced by joy as the word spread that Jesus has risen! The disciples
didn’t understand the significance of what had happened at first; but through the
power of the Spirit of God they came to understand that through Jesus, God’s
love for all had been revealed in a new way.
They began to tell everyone they encountered that, through Jesus’ death on the
cross and his resurrection, all people are offered a new beginning. The Good
News of Easter remains unchanged: we are loved and accepted by God with all
our faults and failings - and God calls us to be forgiven and renewed.
As I look back on my life, I have been so aware of God’s sustaining presence with
me at good times and bad - and this gives me confidence to face the future. As
our Grandson begins his life, none of us can know exactly what the future will
hold for him, but there is certainty within this uncertainty. God longs to bless us
all wherever we go and whatever our circumstances. I pray that we may all be
more and more aware of this in the days ahead.

Contact Details for The Canalside Parishes

Administrator – Emma Holt 07707 648890 or 01225 764365
E-mail - canalsidebenefice@gmail.com (Tue, Wed, Fri 10.00am -1.00pm)
PCC Secretary/Treasurer - Jack Woodward 01380 870784
Church Warden – Mr David Wildsmith
We have a team of Lay Pastoral Assistants who take on many roles within the
benefice and are co-ordinated by Marilyn Stubbs. Please contact Marilyn on
01225 753118 or John if you would like a visit.
Rev John Rees, Rector, Canalside Benefice 01225 764365
Email: canalsidebeneficerector@gmail.com www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk
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April 2018 Services

You are welcome to join any of our services
Easter Sunday
Thursday 5th
Sunday 8th
Thursday 12th
Sunday 15th
Thursday 19th
Sunday 22nd
Thursday 26th
Sunday 29th
Easter Sunday
Wednesday 4th
Sunday 8th
Wednesday 11th
Sunday 15th
Wednesday 18th
Sunday 22nd
Wednesday 25th

Easter Sunday
Tuesday 3rd
Tuesday 10th
Sunday 15th
Tuesday 24th

St George’s Semington
9.30am
Easter Day Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Morning Worship
8.30am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Patronal Festival followed by
Morning Worship
8.30am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Benefice Communion
St Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
6.30am
Dawn Holy Communion
10.00am
Easter Day Communion
Followed by Egg Hunt
8.30am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
Communion & Junior Church
8.30am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
All Age Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
St Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
11.00am
Easter Day Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
8.30am
Morning Prayer
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
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