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One lives in hope of becoming a memory – Antonio Porchia
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World War 1 100 Years On
Deb Hurn

An evening event to mark the centenary of the end of
the First World War will take place on 17th November
2018 in the Village Hall.
The evening will be hosted by the Village Hall, Semington WI and Lorraine
Mahoney. The evening will include food & songs from the era. Tickets will
be limited. Details to follow.
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Christians in Semington
Bev Woodward

Christians in Semington - Wednesday 2nd May, 7.45pm to 9.00pm, 9
Somerset Way. Join us to pray for our community.
Housegroup - Tuesdays 8th & 22nd May, 7.45pm. Join us to drink tea and
coffee, chat and have a laugh, and find out more about the Christian faith.
For the next few weeks we're thinking about the Lord's Prayer. The evenings
are suitable for anyone. For more information, including venues, phone
Bev/Jack 870784, Pam/David 870030 or Victoria 871936.
Messy Church - is on Saturday 19th May, 11.00am to 1.00pm in the school
hall. You will see this is the date of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle's
wedding - we will be having plenty of activities to celebrate! Messy Church is
for all ages, lunch is included (Suggested donation £1.) Please let us know if
you can come so that we'll have enough food! Phone Bev/Jack on 870784 or
text 07922 105084. Please note that Messy Church is for all ages, but
children must bring an adult.

Editor’s Note
Gillian Airey

Have you dropped your donation envelope off yet for the Parish Mag? If not
then feel free to drop it into the Somerset Arms where John the Landlord
has put up a very special box for it! The cut off date for the June magazine is
Monday 21st May. Feel free to e-mail your contributions to me at
semparmag@icloud.com
For all advertising enquiries please contact Jeremy on 870708 or e-mail
Jez_tyler@hotmail.com Apologies to those who have asked for advertising
space. As you know the magazine is full, I’m still scratching my head to work
how we get more happy advertisers squeezed in!
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
01380
...Seend828025
Cleeve

We only board cats
Phone 07519393668

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates
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My goal in life is to become as smart as my dog thinks I am - Anon

This month I’ve been preparing for a Royal Visit
Gilly Airey

Whoa there – calm down, Harry and Meghan are not stopping by – if they’ll be
anywhere nearby it will up at Camilla’s place in Reybridge. No, I’ve far more
important royalty coming to stay, my fabulous Mum and Dad! We try and get
them down a couple of times a year if only to give my mum a break from the
cooking and washing up – or as she puts it seeing how the other half live
(generally in a confused daze of not quite knowing what’s going on but that’s
another story).
This time Mum and Dad are off to stay at the new Travelodge as Dad can’t
manage the stairs anymore and as much I love them we’re not quite ready for a
Stannah stairlift – although gorgeous hubby says he quite fancies one…… Mum
and Dad are quite excited about the Travelodge or more precisely the Greggs ‘they do lovely porridge’ apparently.
Strange things start to happen to the shopping list in preparation, you buy things
that never in a million years normally factor in your weekly shop, Horlicks
anyone? Rich Tea to dunk in it? Jelly, custard and fruit for pudding. Oh, and dear
lord what are oatcakes all about?
When you haven't lived at home for over 30 years there are certain things that do
make you smile….. when we go out for the morning, my Dad always insists we
stop for coffee at 10.30am (doesn’t matter where you are, nearest cafe will do)
and then they proceed to order one toasted teacake between them and then,
wait for it, said teacake is carefully buttered and each half cut in two so they can
each ‘ have a bit of bottom and a bit of top ’ I joke not. They love a garden centre,
I’m not going to lie Lowden and Whitehall have both been invaluable of late.
Gorgeous hubby has got his work cut out too, he needs to make sure the mobility
scooter is fully charged for Dad’s arrival – although he had no shortage of helpers
last time – I’m looking at you Mr W and Mr M!
But for all my witterings I count myself as blessed – my parents are still active
enough to get the train down from Derby to here and more importantly want to
come down too! You have to make the most of it while you can, that I appreciate.
So if you see a lovely old couple wandering through the village who look not too
dissimilar to me – promise you won’t tell them I shared their teacake habit with
you!
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Regular or one-off service

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones. If your computer has
ground to a halt, or you want 1 to 1
instruction on how to use your PC...
internet security... download pictures
from your camera… how to use software
and much more… call Dave.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale

Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807

01225 705782

e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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Women who seek to be equal with men lack ambition – Marilyn Monroe

Quiz Night
Julia Wade
Five teams took part in April’s Quiz, which was set by Colin and myself.
The Marathon Round consisted of a sheet of Dingbats and another of
football Club Badges. The rather odd symbols and images on football club
badges confounded many teams – why on earth does Coventry City have an
elephant on theirs, or West Bromwich Albion have a song thrush? The Saints
(Southampton) had a halo around a football, which does make sense. But
why are they called the Saints? I guess only Google knows the answers! Or
Terry’s Turnips team might know – they scored 19 out of 20 on that sheet,
and 13 out of 18 on the Dingbats, thereby winning the Marathon, so very
well done to them.
At the half way point of the main quiz, the Close Friends team was well in
the lead. By the end they still beat Terry’s Turnips into second place, but by a
slightly reduced margin of 4 points. Well done to Sue, Geoff, Pam, David and
visitors, Pam and Gary. My favourite question was: ‘Which company only
follows 11 people on Twitter – all 5 Spice Girls and 6 men named Herb?’
Answer below.
We would love to welcome more people to the quiz. If you go alone we can
easily put you in a team. Why not give it a try? If you know that Nigel Farage
sets a limit of drinking no more than 5 pints of beer before he will appear on
TV or that 53 is the number on Herbie the Beetle in the film The Love Bug or
that there are 29 locks in the Caen Hill flight of locks, or any other odd facts,
you will, hopefully, enjoy our Quiz Nights. And even if you don’t know the
answers we hope you will still enjoy trying to work them out.
The next two quizzes will be on Sunday 20 May and 17 June, 7.30pm for a
7.45pm start, at the Village Hall.
Answer: KFC (they use 11 Herbs and Spices in their secret recipe!)
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CAR L’S CAB’S LTD

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI’S

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

Airport & Party Runs
8 & 6 Seats Available
N.V.Q. Qualified

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel. 01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

M: 0789 4873129
E: carolscabs@hotmail.co.uk

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

Funeral tributes

Beautiful, stylish flowers

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •

for every occasion

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.

Local delivery available

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537
Based in Semington, Trowbridge

Bridge House, Semington, Trowbridge,
BA14 6JT
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Book Club

Angela Grodzicka 870 756
The bookclub met on Tuesday 17 April to discuss The Hundred Year Old Man who
Climbed out of the Window and Disappeared. It was read with mixed results; one
person thoroughly enjoyed it and couldn't stop laughing but the rest found it
amusing in parts but too far fetched. It was described as a cross between Monty
Python and Last of the Summer Wine with Mr. Bean and Mr. Pastry missing! The
author's ability to bring all the different parts of history into the narrative was seen
as impressive.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 15 May at 8.00pm in the pub to discuss The
Underground Railway by Colson Whitehead. All welcome.

Neighbourhood Watch
Paul Bowyer 870512

If you receive a phone call or an email offering you a job at a lucrative salary, beware
of a scam going round. You will be asked to pay money in order to secure the
position, which unfortunately does not exist. If in a phone call, the caller has a clear
English accent and sounds quite plausible, then don’t forget if it sounds too good to
be true it undoubtedly is!
Three crimes have been reported to the police in Semington over the last month,
these are: smashed wing mirror on a parked vehicle, an unknown animal has
attacked a heavily pregnant ewe which led to the ewe and unborn lambs having to
be destroyed. Please keep your dog on a lead if you are anywhere near livestock,
better still avoid such areas. A loose dog amongst farm animals is liable to be shot
even if it is minding its own business. The third crime was damage to Council
property, trees and hedging in Littleton. Lest we may not think that’s too bad, bear in
mind that there were no crimes reported for Poulshot, Bulkington, Great Hinton and
Seend.
One item you may have missed(!) is that Melksham NHW and the Community Area
Partnership Safety Group are putting on a workshop at the Melksham Town Hall on
Thursday 26th April from 4:30 to 6:30pm. If you have any interest in NHW this should
be an informative occasion.
A call for residents to form community neighbourhood groups to work together in
tackling the increase in car vandalism across Melksham has been made by the Mayor
of Melksham. She was reacting to criticism about long reaction time of police to car
crime, saying there are insufficient police available due to cuts. Sounds a bit like
Neighbourhood Watch?
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Nature’s Notes
This Robert Burns song is a 1788 lament at lost
love even though summer is back and giving
the birds and insects more reasons to be
cheerful about life – assuming they are
capable of such feelings.
But Burns isn’t writing about his own thoughts
here as he discarded lovers even faster than
the seasons changed. More likely he’s writing
from the point of view of someone he abandoned.
The recording by Jean Redpath is definitive.

The Winter It Is Past
The winter it is past, and the summer comes at last
And the small birds sing on ev'ry tree;
The hearts of these are glad, but mine is very sad,
For my love is parted from me.
The rose upon the brier by the waters running clear
May have charms for the linnet or the bee:
Their little loves are blest, and their little hearts at rest,
But my lover is parted from me
My love is like the sun in the firmament does run –
Forever is constant and true;
But his is like the moon, that wanders up and down,
And every month it is new.
All you that are in love, and cannot it remove,
I pity the pains you endure,
For experience makes me know that your hearts are full of woe,
A woe that no mortal can cure.
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.

Linda Hollister
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared
Can’t tuneHARRIS
in your new TV?
P.F.
P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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Look how often the unexpected happens – yet we still never expect it!

Great Bulkington Railway

Nev Boulton – Station Master 828101
The Great Bulkington Railway Open Day on Easter Sunday in aid of the Wiltshire
Air Ambulance was incredibly well attended by the public and very successful
(financially) - but very hard work for all the crew. For once, all our publicity
appears to have worked 100% and we raised almost £360 in total. The weather
was chilly but dry. All the train crew were just about on their knees by around 4
o’clock after 89 trips (just under 17 miles) around the track. I was very grateful to
our guest drivers, Ralph & Rachael, visitors from Bath, for taking on some of the
driver and guard duties in our hour of need. Everyone worked really hard to
satisfy the endless demands for rides, which started before we were even open at
1.00pm!

Thankfully, all our happy visitors went home just after 4.00pm! The Peak 45 diesel
engine (with its new large batteries) worked for the entire afternoon faultlessly but the Class 20 (with its smaller batteries) needed replacement batteries after
an hour or two necessitating relief by the small Class 8, 0-6-0 shunter which only
has 3 motors. Unfortunately the Class 8 failed and had to be taken off for repairs.
Happily the Class 20’s batteries had been replaced so we were able to keep the
service going, albeit with a long queue going halfway down the garden. I am
exceedingly grateful for all the efforts everyone put into running the railway and
catering on Easter Sunday. It was jolly nice to see so many happy visitors and wellbehaved children riding our trains.
Hopefully many more parents will book our village hall for the day, BYO catering
and enjoy birthday parties for up to 20 children with 2 hours train rides all for
£140 this summer.
Once again my grateful thanks to everybody!
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Parish Council Minutes

Abridged minutes from meeting held on 18 th April 2018
Present: Councillors B Smyth (Chairman), P Bowyer, R Oglesby, S Rimmer, R
Robinson, W Scott, P Smith, C Wade and the Clerk, Roger Coleman. Wiltshire
Council, Cllr. J Seed attended (Part-time).There were two members of the public
present initially. Apologies for non-attendance were received from PCSO Ledbury.
Community Policing Please sign up for Community messaging to receive regular
emails regarding crime updates, crime prevention advice and public appeals
specific for your area. - https://www.wiltsmessaging.co.uk/ Cllr. Robinson
commented that the full Community Policing Report stated that there had been a
number of instances of vandalism in Melksham. Cllr. Oglesby reported that
parked cars and commercial vehicles that were parked in some of the roads in
Semington would cause an obstruction as they would prevent emergency vehicles
from gaining access to properties in those roads. Cllr. Rimmer suggested that the
PCSO be invited to take action to inform those vehicle owners.
Wiltshire Council Report Cllr. Seed expressed his appreciation and those of
parishioners to the parish councillors for their initiative in planting the daffodils in
the village that were now in full bloom and were a very attractive feature. He also
thanked the councillors for their hard work in clearing gutters etc to help prevent
local flooding. Cllr. Seed gave a report on the following topics:
Planning: Lansdowne site – An enforcement notice had been issued by Wiltshire
Council to address a potential breach of planning permission. A small copse had
been removed and it was uncertain how the cleared site was to be used.
Greenacres site – it was expected that the existing planning permission would be
implemented soon.
No Entry Watch/Community Speed Watch. Cllr. Seed reported that a change in
policy by Wiltshire Police meant that a police officer would be available from time
to time to assist the volunteers in undertaking this ‘Watch’ scheme..
The Chairman that he had now received a reply to his correspondence from Cllr.
Sturgis that he had sent to the Leader of the Council, Baroness Scott, regarding
the failure of Cllr. Sturgis to engage with the Parish Council. Councillors noted the
contents of the reply and decided that no further action be taken in respect of
this correspondence and commented that the sentiment expressed regarding
highway matters was inconsistent with earlier decisions made by Wiltshire
Council Development Control. It was resolved that the Council would await the
conclusion of the traffic monitoring exercise before taking further action. The
Clerk stated that he would contact Hannick Homes for an update on the current
situation.
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Finance: Parish Council Balance as at 18 April 2018 - £17,559.75
The Clerk stated that he had completed the Annual Return for FY2017/18 and
that there were no outstanding matters. He added that the Internal Auditor was
undertaking the Internal Audit on 21 April 2018.
Highways/Environment Cllr. Robinson commented that the Parish Steward still
needed to clear moss/leaf mulch etc from the footpaths. The Chairman queried
whether the Parish Steward programme had been restarted following recent bad
weather that had interrupted the original visit programme. Cllr. Robinson stated
that road safety improvement works on the A361 had been substantially
completed although there was still some work relating to extending the
pavements to be undertaken. He added that this requirement was in the original
specification but Wiltshire Council had not acknowledged that it was still
outstanding. It was agreed to request Cllr. Seed to take this matter up with
Wiltshire Council. Cllr. Smith stated that work to refurbish the telephone kiosk will
recommence shortly following the recent poor weather but no use had yet been
identified for it despite enquiries being made, including inviting St Georges School
for suggestions.
Councillors noted a request from a parishioner during the Adjournment that two
additional names should be inscribed on the War Memorial. Cllr. Robinson stated
that the parishioner had agreed to send him information regarding the authority
for adding such names and after he had studied this information he would consult
further with a view to making a recommendation to the Parish Council at the next
meeting. He commented that it was important that any existing protocols
regarding War Memorials and the addition of names should be respected.
Cllr. Rimmer reminded councillors that it was intended to plant trees – probably
oak trees – in the village to commemorate the ending of the First World War and
that this planting would take place in the autumn. It was proposed that a budget
of £2000 be earmarked for this project.
Next Meeting Wednesday 16th May comprises of three meetings:
7.30pm - Annual Parish Meeting
8.00pm - Annual PC Meeting
8.30pm - Ordinary PC Meeting
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AEH Services
Home & Garden Services
No Job Too Small
Arbours, Planters & Arches
Erected
Leaky Taps to Faulty Gutters
Fully Insured and CRB Checked
Call Andy, 07952 357791
Free Quotes & Estimates
Peace of Mind Funeral Plans

Buy at today's prices
With a Peace of Mind Funeral
Plan you benefit from
Protection against rising
funeral costs
Your choice of funeral director
Complete flexibility to choose
the funeral you want
Guaranteed acceptance.
To discuss your choices contact

Jack Woodward
01380 870784
www.peacefuneralplans.co.uk

All plans registered with the
Funeral Planning Authority
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Your Wiltshire Councillor News
Jonathan Seed 07770 774463

This month we have seen out attention drawn to issues which detract from our
beautiful county of Wiltshire and ones which have greater or lesser impacts on local
communities.
Salisbury has seen international attention focussed on the attempted murder of two
local Russian residents. The devastating effect of the use of nerve agent in the local
community quickly became clear. It also became apparent just how proud we can all
be of our county’s emergency services and local communities in such a situation. The
bravery of the first policeman on the scene is now the stuff of legend but let us also
not forget the leadership shown by our acting Chief Constable in dealing with this
matter in his first day in office. It is interesting that fifteen other police forces have
been deployed to help our local police in Salisbury and all have commented on the
support (and cups of tea) provided by understanding locals. Add to that the
exemplary response of the other emergency services and rallying round of a hardpressed community and you have the stuff of which Britain is made. The local retail
businesses have faced ruin due to lack of visitors to the city. Much credit is due to
those who quickly recognised the issues facing the city and the leadership shown by
local and national politicians in the crisis. This has ranged from daily reassurance to
pressing hard for a package of financial recovery measures for the city. We all can do
our bit to help further the mantra that “Salisbury is Open for Business” by visiting the
city, doing a bit of shopping – and enjoying the free parking in off street car parks
being provided by Wiltshire Council in order to help Salisbury onwards and upwards.
Litter seems to be another issue that is affecting local communities. The important
point about litter is that it costs all of us council tax payers millions of pounds a year
to deal with and all because thoughtless yobs cannot be bothered to take their litter
with them and put it in a bin. Without volunteers and local communities helping to
litter pick the cost would be even higher and every pound spent on litter is a pound
not being spent on local services (including pothole repairs). Last month many of us
joined in the rearranged Great British Spring Clean, which was postponed following
the dreadful wintry weather in early March. More than 70 litter picks took place
across the County and 15 of those were in our area where in spite of the renewed
snow, wind and rain, locals have managed to collect over 250 bags of litter. It was
warming to see all sorts of people turn up to tidy their local areas and everyone really
did feel that they were doing their bit for their local community.
This community spirit is something that is clearly strong in our county and something
that we can all be proud of - and should leave us all thinking not of what our
community can do for us but of what we can do for our community.
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Update on Parish Issues
Brian Smyth

Semington Roundabout Alterations - Wiltshire Council contractors have all but
completed the roundabout alterations having enlarged the approach island,
installed dropped curbs and vastly improving the sight-lines for those crossing the
A361 at that point. This is a significant pedestrian safety improvement at what is
the village’s busiest road. £5k of the £13k total cost was contributed by
Semington Parish. A big vote of thanks should go to Ron Robinson who drove the
project through with the Melksham Area Board.
Gulley Clearing - Volunteers Needed - You will all have noticed that the gulleys
between the footpaths and the roadways are now starting to get quite overgrown
again with weeds. Last year Tania Russell took the initiative and with a couple of
others cleared the worst of it from the main streets - many thanks Tania for your
lead on that. This year, we have been informed by Wiltshire Council that budget
cuts mean that there is very little funding for such activities and we can’t rely on
the Parish Steward being available to do it.
To this end, there will be a gulley clearing exercise taking place on Saturday 12
May at 10.00am (starting at the Ragged Smock green) and we are seeking
volunteers who are willing to give an hour or two of their time - please bring a
spade. This would of course be at individuals’ own risk and hi-viz jackets should
be worn (a number of these will be available on the day for those who haven’t
got one). Alternatively, just clearing the gulley outside your own house would be
a great help.

Keevil Concert
Ian Symes

On Saturday 16 June a concert is being held at St Leonard’s Church, Keevil with
50% of the proceeds going to St Leonard's School. The Bath Gilbert and Sullivan
Society will be giving the performance and it promises to be a fabulous evening of
Gilbert and Sullivan, Strauss, Lehar and much more!
Tickets are £8.00 available from St Leonard’s on 01380 870417, or from the
society on 01380 828592/07986 740445, email symes2323@gmail.com
No charge for accompanied children.
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Engagement with the Community

One of my lesser known retirement activities is maintaining a website for
Trowbridge Talking News. Have you heard of them?
Well, did you know that free help is at hand for anyone who feels isolated from
their community due to being blind or partially sighted and so has difficulty
reading a newspaper?
Those who meet these criteria are eligible to be part of the Talking News
programme which arranges for a summary of the “Wiltshire Times” to be sent
free of charge each week on a USB memory stick so that they can hear news
about the community in the comfort of their own home.
A player for the memory stick is also provided free of charge, all the listeners
have to do is send the USB stick back in the pre-paid pouch provided.
The backbone of the service are the readers and duplicators who operate the
portable equipment in their own homes. The readers choose news and
interesting articles from the Wiltshire Times and dictate them onto a USB
memory stick. Then the duplicators carry out the more administrative task of
arranging for copies of it to be despatched in pouches to the clients each week.
All readers and duplicators give their time voluntarily and there is always a need
for more volunteers to share the load equally, to provide cover for holidays or
illness and ensure that the service continues 52 weeks of the year. Full training
and mentoring is given to all new readers and duplicators.
If you feel that you could give some of your time to help others by being either a
Reader or a Duplicator on a regular basis, please contact the Secretary.
Further details of the service provided can be found on the website
trowbridgetalkingnews.org.uk or contact the Secretary, Chris, as below:
Chris Williams, Secretary TTN, 10 Clipsham Rise, Trowbridge, BA14 9DG
( 07528 841930, ttnenquiries@gmail.com )
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GOOD
QUALITY

LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6EU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
LOGS

www.lawnhouse.co.uk

Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

FOR SALE
CALL JOHN
ON
01380 870264

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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Experience is what you get when you don’t get what you want – Tori Filler

W I Meeting
Deb Hurn

We had a fantastic speaker at our April meeting.
Dorothy Cook spoke on ‘Midwifery- Never a Dull
Moment’, there certainly wasn’t. She made us laugh out loud with her tales of
the delivery room and the predicaments some people find themselves in. Dorothy
had also worked in Oman and Saudi and told us how they cope there.
It made us appreciate how much better things are here for women.
We also had a visit from our WI adviser who was very pleased with the way that
our WI is going.
Next month we shall be having a speaker who is giving a talk on ‘Genealogy Can
be Spooky’ WI starts at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th May in the Village Hall.

Steeple Ashton Films – Advance Notice
Saturday 2nd June

Paws for Thought
‘The right word at the
right time is like precious gold
set in silver.'
It’s in the bible; Proverbs 25 verse 11
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Drywall,
Landscaping, etc .

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &
Delivery service

07936 706614

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.

T.A.P SERVICES
Oil Boiler &
Range Cooker

Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or
to book an
appointment

Servicing
contact

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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Steeple Ashton Films
Alison Wilson

SATURDAY 12 MAY 2018 – 7.30pm - DOORS OPEN AT 7.00pm FOR
REFRESHMENTS, THE VILLAGE HALL, STEEPLE ASHTON
Winner of numerous awards and receiving virtually all 5* viewer reviews, a film full
of charm and just as good as the first! This is one of the many reviews, and says it all!
“I was an unexpected fan of the first Paddington movie. I did not watch it in the
cinema but purchased the DVD expecting not to enjoy it, but I was definitely proven
wrong! When I heard that a sequel was coming, I was extremely excited and hoped it
would retain the enchanting magic of the first, and it definitely did, with whipped
cream, sprinkles and a cherry on top! This movie invoked the child within me and
was just a perfect viewing experience!
The casting was genius, absolutely superb, featuring many well known British actors,
in roles big and small. It was like a gathering of all the best of British, all having the
best time together. Hugh Grant was pure brilliance! (P.S. Watch the credits all the
way through for Hugh camping it up to the max!) The imagination that went into this
movie, and the skill that managed to put this across to the audience, was second to
none! You will find yourself being absorbed into this world and will not want to
leave. This movie is where fantasy and reality meet so perfectly. The theme of good
versus evil reigned supreme throughout the movie, together with love conquers all
and community spirit!
I cannot recommend this movie highly enough. Watch it on your own, with your
partner or with your family, with your neighbours, you won't be disappointed! A
perfect film in every manner, suitable for all the family, from a newborn, to young
adults to 80 years and beyond!”
Rated PG. Directed by Paul King, it has a huge cast of the best of British actors
including, Ben Wishaw, Hugh Grant, Hugh Bonneville, Michael Gambon, Imelda
Staunton, Julie Walters, Ben Miller, Jim Broadbent and many more. You will be
charmed and delighted by this film.
Tickets £6 available from Steeple Ashton Village Shop or can be reserved.
Please ring Alison Wilson on 01380 871345.
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People say nothing is impossible, but I do nothing every day – Winnie the Pooh

Semington Village Fete News
Sherilyn Milburn

The one upside of the long winter we’ve had is that it spurs you on to plan
for the summer! So Spring has sprung, the fete committee are rolling up their
sleeves and are in full flow. Bands have been booked, signs painted, bouncy
castle ordered, I could go on, but hey why not leave you wanting more?
This year’s chosen small local charity to support is Breakthrough Trowbridge,
a charity that works alongside other organisations in Trowbridge, who help
and support those in the Trowbridge and surrounding community who find
themselves facing homelessness. They operate a day centre and work with
the Salvation Army and Trowbridge Churches. Local individuals and
organisations fund them. They will be in attendance at the fete and have the
chance to find out more about what they do.
This year we want to get as many village children involved and this could be
their moment of glory! We’re looking for the cover to beat all covers for the
summer edition of the parish magazine as well as being on the front of the
fete programme. We would love to see a colourful, clear picture (no lettering
please) showing what the village fete means to our kids. Stalls? tug of war?
Games? Dancing? music? but definitely sunshine!! Templates can be
obtained through the Semington Fete facebook page or direct from Bev
Woodward 870784. Entries by 26th May can be handed in at the Somerset
Arms. Any queries contact me at 3milburns@gmail.com
Friends of St George’s
Rachel Saunders St George’s PTA
Friend’s of St George’s would like to thank the village for supporting the
spring jumble sale, especially Bev Woodward who kindly helped serve
refreshments. The FoSG raised £285.
Children had their eyes down on 28th April for Chocolate Bingo where we
raised a brilliant £230. Thank you to all the children, parents, grandparents
and staff who came along to have some Easter fun!
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Catholic News

St. John The Baptist Trowbridge & St Bernadette’s Westbury (inc Villages)
St John the Baptist Trowbridge :
Saturday (Vigil) 6.00pm: Sunday 10.30am & 6.00pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday: 9.00am; Tuesday: 6.00pm; Wednesday: 12.10pm; Friday 6.00pm
Saturday: 10.00am & 6.00pm (Vigil)
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass.
Confessions: Saturday: 9.30am – 10.15am and 5.15pm – 5.30pm and on request.
St Bernadette’s Westbury
Sunday Mass – 9.00am
Holy Day of Obligation Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Weekday Mass: Thursday 10.00am
Confessions: Thursday 9.15am – 9.30am and on request
The New 300 Club 2018 - subscriptions: £50 annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly.
New members are most welcome to join at any time. Prizes are: £200-£70-£50-£10. For
information and application form contact Francis Geraghty 01380 871083 email:
f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
Sharing Our Faith - The Group meets in the Parish Centre, Trowbridge on Wednesdays
from 8.00pm -9.00pm. This is open to anyone wishing to learn more about the Catholic
Church.
Sick And/Or Housebound - Any Catholic who is sick or housebound should let Tom
Finnegan (01225 752152) know as he would be pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy
Communion, if desired.
RUH Bath – Anyone who has a friend or relative in hospital, please contact Mandy Baker
a member of the hospital chaplaincy team on 0775 895814 or mandybaker@live.co.uk

Mass Times At Nearby Catholic Churches
St Joseph's, West Lavington (01380 723572) Mass on Sunday at 9.00am
Immaculate Conception, Devizes (01380 723572) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm and
Sunday 10.30am and 5.00pm
St Anthony Melksham (01225 702128) Mass on Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday
9.30am
St George’s Warminster (01985 212329) Mass on Saturday evening 6.00pm and
Sunday 8.00am & 10.00am
Bradford on Avon (01225 862739) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 10.30am
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Thoughts From The Rectory
Rev. John Rees

In many churches Sunday 6th May is celebrated as Rogation Sunday. It’s a rather odd
name and years ago something very odd used to happen on it In many places the
Rector, choir, congregation and boys and girls of the village would have found sticks
and would have gone for a long walk round the edge of the village. They would have
used the sticks to hit the boundary of the parish. This was known as “beating the
bounds”. You may well be wondering why they would do this.
This Rogation celebration is based on an ancient Roman Festival in which people
went through fields and prayed to their Gods asking them to protect crops. One of
these gods, Terminus was the God of field boundaries. Later, Christians adopted this
festival. As well as beating bounds they used to pray and read the Bible around the
parish boundary and ask God to bless the crops. Some villages have trees called
names like Gospel Oak to remind them of this.
Although on Sunday 6th May we won’t be beating the parish boundary, we will
(weather permitting) go on a short walk from St Michaels Church, Hilperton during
our 10am service in which we will pray for God’s blessing on our growing crops and
our farmers who grow them, our schools, our village organisations, for all who live
and work in our villages and for the world.
We will pray for God’s blessing on all these people and places in our other churches
too – indeed we do this every week. Whether we are people of faith or not, it is
important that we don’t take those who provide our food for granted, nor the many
people who work hard to provide the village facilities and organisations that make
this part of Wiltshire a special place in which to live.
Best wishes, John

Contact Details for The Canalside Parishes

Administrator – Michael Gamble, please contact Michael for initial enquiries about
baptisms, weddings and general matters on 07795 400262
E-mail - canalsidebenefice@gmail.com
PCC Secretary/Treasurer - Jack Woodward 01380 870784
Church Warden – Mr David Wildsmith
We have a team of Lay Pastoral Assistants who take on many roles within the
benefice and are co-ordinated by Marilyn Stubbs. Please contact Marilyn on 01225
753118 or John if you would like a visit.
Rev John Rees, Rector, Canalside Benefice 01225 764365
Email: canalsidebeneficerector@gmail.com www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk
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May 2018 Services

You are welcome to join any of our services
Thursday 3rd
Sunday 6th
Thursday 10th
Thursday 17th
Saturday 19th
Thursday 24th
Sunday 27th
Thursday 31st
Wednesday 2nd
Sunday 6th
Wednesday 9th
Thursday 10th
Sunday 13th
Wednesday 16th
Sunday 20th
Wednesday 23rd
Sunday 27th
Wednesday 30th

Tuesday 1st
Sunday 6th
Tuesday 8th
Tuesday 15th
Sunday 20th
Tuesday 22nd
Tuesday 29th

St George’s Semington
9.45am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Holy Communion
9.45am
Morning Prayer
9.45am
Morning Prayer
11.00am
Messy Church St George’s School
9.45am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Semington Praise
9.45am
Morning Prayer
St Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
8.00am
Communion
10.00am
Together in Worship
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
7.30pm
Holy Communion
10.00am
Benefice Communion &
Junior Church
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Celtic Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
Holy Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
St Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
8.30am
Morning Prayer
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
8.30am
Morning Prayer
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
8.30am
Morning Prayer
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View From A Bridge (2)
The second of our village photos, with grateful thanks to William,
taken from our lovely bridge looking east towards Seend. A promise of
warmer days when the canal gets busy with people visiting our
beautiful corner of Wiltshire and wishing they were as lucky as us
getting to live here all the time!

All photos are gratefully received, simply send them through to me at
semparmag@icloud.com We have a few photos lined up – but the
more the merrier! Share everything you love about living here!
Cheers!
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