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Semington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Centenary of Armistice Day
Village Hall Quiz

Armstrong Angels
Armstrong Angels
Ladies Skittles
Steeple Ashton Skittles
Mens Skittles

7.00pm
7.45pm
7.00pm
7.30pm

8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
8.00pm
7.30pm

Every Week in The Village Hall & St George’s School
Bingo
Post Office
Baby/Toddler Group
Bridge Club
Zumba Fitness
Coffee Morning
Alzheimer’s Support
Semingtones

Monday
Monday & Thursday
Tuesday
St George’s School Hall
Tuesday & Friday*
*No club 6th & 9th November
Wednesday
St George’s School Hall
Thursday
2nd Thursday of the month
Fridays

7.30pm
9.30am-12.30pm
10.00am-11.30am
9.00am-1.00pm
6.30pm
10.00am-12 noon
10.00am-12 noon
6.00pm-7.30pm

Centenary of Armistice Day
On Saturday 17th November 7.00pm for 7.30pm start in Semington Village Hall.
The Village Hall and Semington WI will be joining together to mark 100 years
from the end of the ‘First World War’.
There will be a meal followed by a sing-along with songs from 1914-1918 helped
by Lorraine & Pete on the guitar. Tickets will be on sale from the social club from
November 1st. There will be a maximum of 60 available.
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Happiness equals reality minus expectations – Tom Magliozzi

Christians in Semington
Bev Woodward

Housegroup - join us to drink tea and coffee, chat and have a laugh. This month
we're meeting on Tuesdays 13th and 27th November at 7.45pm. The evenings are
suitable for anyone, however much or little you know about the Christian faith.
For more information, including venues, phone Bev/Jack 870784, Pam/David
870030 or Victoria 871936.
Christians in Semington - Wednesday 7th November, 7.45pm – 9.00pm, 9
Somerset Way. Join us to pray for our community.
Advance notice - Messy Church - Saturday 1st December 11.00am – 1.00pm in the
school hall. There will be more activities, suitable for all ages, and lunch included
so that you can forget about cooking for the day. (Suggested donation £1.)
Please let us know as soon as possible if you can come, so that we have enough
food! Phone Bev/Jack on 870784 or text 07922 105084. Please note that Messy
Church is for all ages, but children must bring an adult.

Editor’s Note
Gillian Airey

Deadline for contributions for the December/January edition is Thursday 22nd
November. We are, of course looking for our colour Christmas cover art too. On
page 17 you’ll find a new occasional feature – so if you know someone you would
like to have a ‘This is Your Life’ moment I’m a huge believer of the more the
merrier so feel free to drop me a line at semparmag@icloud.com
For all advertising enquiries please contact Jeremy on 870708 or e-mail
Jez_tyler@hotmail.com Apologies to those who have asked for advertising
space. As you know the magazine is full, but we are working on some new
proposals that may help going forward.
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
01380
...Seend828025
Cleeve

We only board cats
Phone 07519393668

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates
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This month I’ve hit the road (Jack)
Gilly Airey

Gorgeous hubby and me, we’re off on a road trip soon… Old Route 66 seeing as
you asked! As part of the preparations in-car entertainment has come high on the
list. Well that was after we chose the car, no sorry we have not rented an open
top Mustang – quite frankly there are only so many flies you can eat accidently in
a day and trust me I know I will look far more like Grotbags than Grace Kelly after
a day on the open road.
The question was what should go on the road trip playlist – now we could have
gone down the easy route and bought one of those ‘Now That’s What I Call
Driving Music’ albums or we could make it a whole lot more personal. So
personal it was – but what was to be the theme? Left up to me we would have a
megamix of power ballads, Abba and Take That – gorgeous hubby mumbled
something about making his ears bleed…. Then it struck me every song on the
playlist had to come from a band we had either seen live together or separately.
Now do not forget I am more than a smidgeon younger than gorgeous hubby
which means our formative music years span different decades and in turn makes
for interesting listening. Gorgeous hubby was lucky, or old enough depending on
your viewpoint, to have seen punk explode on the scene and to go and see some
of the legends with his brother. My first live gig? 10CC at the Derby Assembly
Rooms, I knew how to live! And get this - gorgeous hubby was a roadie for Dire
Straits when they played Leeds Poly back in the day.
I am pleased to say that Take That will make the playlist, Abba can only make it if
I’m allowed tribute bands….. Some of my gigs give me some street cred, Genesis
at Roundhay Park, others not so, Phil Collins on his ‘But Seriously’ tour in the
early 90s.
The best music though will be the music we have seen together, some of the
really old boys; The Doobie Brothers, Average White Band and Hall and Oates
adding in a good dollop of Elbow, Paul Weller, Coldplay and U2 and I think the mix
will be just perfect! All I’ve got to do now is learn all the words because
something strange happens to me when I’m singing in a car as I can only
remember the last three words of each line……
So all together now ‘Neeeevvvver forget where you’re coming from’ Thank you
Take That!
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Regular or one-off service

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

Don’t let that overgrown corner get you
down anymore!

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones. If your computer has
ground to a halt, or you want 1 to 1
instruction on how to use your PC...
internet security... download pictures
from your camera… how to use software
and much more… call Dave.

Special price on your first session!
Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.
Cottage garden & herb plants
available for sale

Can also help with interior and some
exterior household painting.

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807

01225 705782

e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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Village Quiz Night
Pam Wildsmith
Four teams took part in the October Quiz,
and the difference at half time was only 7 points between top and bottom. But the
leading team at half-time - ‘Now We Are 4 +1’, made up of Angela, Bill, Gay, Helen
and a late Vic - managed to keep their lead and win the quiz by just 2 points – very
close. Well Done! The second place went to ‘The New 6’ - a commendable second
but just not enough!
Many thanks to Sue, Geoff, David and Pam for setting the quiz. Being October, one
round was ‘October, Autumn and Halloween’ and another was ‘Ghosts, Ghouls and
Witches’. Two of the questions certainly challenged the grey cells, having to
remember the 3 actresses in The Witches of Eastwick, and which horror film had a
soundtrack of Mike Oldfield’s Tubular Bells? Answers below.
Other rounds included ‘Pot Luck’, ‘Fruit and Vegetables’ and ‘News from this week’.
It’s so frustrating to have heard the news headlines all week and then have them just
fall out the back of your head when you need an answer! Can you remember the
unusual middle names of Jack Brooksbank – married to Eugene? ………. or do you
know who the latest arrivals are at Longleat Safari Park? Again, answers below.
The music round caused everyone to dig deep once more in remembering the theme
tunes from detective series on TV – yes as far back as Hazell and Juliet Bravo - but
also with recent tunes from Unforgotten and The Bridge.
The Marathon Round was 40 photos of ‘Jeremys, Jamies, Jennys and Janes’ to
identify and give the full name. The tricky pics included the not so obvious young
Jeremy Corbyn, Jamie Theakston, Jane Russell and Lady Jane Grey. The clear winners
by 5 points were ‘Survivors and Grumpy’ scoring 31 out of 40.
The next quiz will be on Sunday November 18th, 7.30pm for 7.45pm start at the
village hall. Please come along – it’s a fun quiz and everyone enjoys it. Give it a try
whether you’ve lived here for a while or if you’ve only just moved in to the village.
There’s always a team to join if you’re on your own. Everyone is always very
welcome.
Answers: Cher, Michelle Pfeiffer and Susan Sarandon: The Exorcist; Jack
Christopher Stamp and 5 koalas.
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CAR L’S CABS LTD

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI’S

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

Airport & Party Runs
8 & 6 Seats Available
N.V.Q. Qualified
M: 0789 4873129

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel. 01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

E: carolscabs@hotmail.co.uk

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

Funeral tributes

Beautiful, stylish flowers

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •

for every occasion

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.

Local delivery available

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537
Based in Semington, Trowbridge

Bridge House, Semington,
Trowbridge,BA14 6JT
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People who say they sleep like a baby usually don’t have one! Leo J Burke

The Book Club

Angela Grodzicka – 870756
Eleven members of the group met on Tuesday 2nd
October to discuss Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine
by Gail Honeyman. David, who had suggested the book,
thought it was a marvellous book; gripping with real
people as the characters and a twist at the end. The
majority of the group also enjoyed it and found it
fascinating as the main character changed and
developed like a butterfly emerging from a chrysalis. It
was also thought to highlight the failure of Social
Services in this particular case.
Only one member of the group - me, in fact, didn't like the book and found it hard
to read and didn't feel it rang true. Oh well that's bookclubs for you!
The next meeting is on Thursday 8th November at 8.00pm in the pub to discuss
The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul by Deborah Rodriguez. All welcome. We are
hoping to have a Christmas meal in December so we will begin meetings again in
January 2019, date still to be decided.

Independent Visitor Scheme

Anthony Andrews – 01225 713961
Volunteers are needed across Wiltshire to befriend children in care. Young people
living away from their families often really value having a consistent independent
person who can take a special interest in their lives.
Wiltshire Independent Visitor Scheme is looking to take on more Independent
Visitors to fulfil this valuable and rewarding role. Volunteers are needed who can
communicate well with young people, share in their interests and who have
regular time to spare. If you are interested in knowing more please contact the
scheme on 01225 713961 or IVScheme@wiltshire.gov.uk
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Centenary of Armistice Day
Steve Rimmer

“Dear Sir,
The comrades of your son the late Corporal J.A. Faragher have asked me
to convey to you their great sympathy with you in your sad
bereavement, this I now do coupled with my own.”
These are the opening words in the letter that my great-grandfather received
in September 1917 and it is only one of the 9,700,000 letters which were
sent to families during World War One, the war that became known as the
war to end wars. In addition to these deaths there were a further 6,800,000
civilian deaths.
Here in Semington there were ten families that received a letter like this and
at the time our village had only 450 residents in only 70 households.
This year marks the centenary of the Armistice marking the end of this global
war although the grief and loss has extended for many decades after
November 11th 1918.
Now in 2018, in Semington we have sought to remember the losses that
were felt all those years ago by planting ten oak trees on the verge opposite
the crematorium.
If all goes well these oak trees will grow tall and help Semington villagers to
remember these events for many years to come.
At 12:00 noon on the 11th November you are invited to gather together on the
grassed area opposite the Crematorium so that we can remember the villagers
who didn’t come back to Semington and also their friends, neighbours and
families who suffered bereavement.
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For The Fallen
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill: Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
They mingle not with laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain,
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.

Linda Hollister
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared
Can’t tuneHARRIS
in your new TV?
P.F.
P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
12

Down The Local

John Adams – Somerset Arms
So hands up who tuned into ‘Four in a Bed’ - if you missed it I'm told its TV Gold and
is available on catch up. But how did it really go............
The show aired Monday to Friday. It took us 2 weeks to film and was super long and
super tiring. I've attended some pretty intense training courses during my illustrious
career but those 2 weeks were pretty tough. So on Day 1 we travelled to a hotel in
West Wales - having no idea what was in store for us. After dinner and a good sleep
we nervously awaited the film crew. Still very much in the dark about our location we
set off in the car (complete with Dashcam) and answered questions from the film
crew via walkie talkie as we drove into Barmouth. On arrival we learnt just how hard
being on TV can be - 5 film takes parking and getting out of the car in fairness this was
mainly down to Dennis and an acute inability to follow simple instructions! With
parking done it was time to knock the door (3 takes) and meet our hosts.
We went off to do our activity and if you've seen the show you will know how
unflattering a wetsuit can be! Once we had dried off it was back to the hotel to get
ready for dinner. This was a very bizarre experience - eat a few mouthfuls on camera ,
drink and engage in semi scripted dinner conversation being careful not to finish food
or drink too quick. This odd mealtime ritual was to become the norm over the coming
days.
With dinner complete we were literally put to bed with the film crew on hand to tuck
us in and do a final interview from the bed. Come morning the production team
were on hand for more filming and then breakfast. Four takes just sitting down….
We were starting to get used to life on camera and they were pretty much there all
the time making sure they weren’t to miss any golden moments. By now we were
getting to know the other contestants and already had a handle on the delightful(!)
Tracy.
So what didn’t make the show ? Dennis and his brown towel issues in Doncaster me arguing with Tracy over only scoring a 9 for breakfast and much, much more
footage. I don't envy the producers trying to cut that into 23 minutes. I doubt many
villagers will have a need to try out the rooms but why not head down for a 10 out of
10 breakfast one morning - serving throughout the cold mornings from 10.00am.
In other news we are busy getting ready for Christmas and you will find our Christmas
party menu on our website somersetarmssemington.co.uk Next quiz is Wednesday
14th November and its a triple cash rollover, so swot up and get your team down here,
as always supporting our neighbours at WAA .
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Parish Council Minutes

Abridged minutes from meeting held on 18 th October 2018
Present: Councillors B Smyth (Chairman), P Bowyer, M Kasasian, S Rimmer, R
Robinson, P Smith, C Wade and the Clerk, Roger Coleman. Wiltshire Council Cllr. J
Seed attended (Part-time). There were two members of the public present.
Apologies: Apologies for non-attendance were received from Parish Councillors R
Oglesby and W Scott and from PCSO Maggie Ledbury.
Community Policing. PCSO Ledbury of the Community Policing Team had sent the
Clerk the September monthly report that she had subsequently sent to all councillors.
The Clerk read out that part of the report that dealt with local issues and for
Semington: two vehicles RTC – no injuries, a vehicle was broken into whilst the IP was
working nearby. A strimmer and blower was stolen - The Orchard. Theft of two reels
of barbed wire from side of A361 and a theft of radiator from a garden at The Knapps.
The Chairman stated that ‘No Entry Watch’ had recommenced.
Wiltshire Council Report. Cllr. Seed reported on the Local Government Boundary
Review and its likely effect on Semington and the impact and possible consequences
and opportunities arising from the announced closure of part of Coopers Tires factory
at Melksham.
Planning. The Clerk stated that the Agent (Stride Treglown) for Westerleigh Group –
West Wiltshire Crematorium) – had informed him that he would be unable to attend
today’s Parish Council meeting to present the plans for the proposed extension of the
crematorium that will include a new bereavement suite and second chapel.
Finance. Parish Council Balance as at 17th October 2018 £26,290.20
Wiltshire Housing Site Allocations and Electoral Review Consultations. The Council
resolved that the following comments be sent to the Local Government Boundary
Commission: Semington Parish Council strongly supports the proposal by Wiltshire
Council to create a new Electoral Division called Melksham Rural Without and
comprising Broughton Gifford, Semington, Steeple Ashton, Keevil, Great Hinton and
Melksham Berryfields. Traditionally and historically Semington has a greater affinity
and connection to Melksham than it has to other nearby conurbations and these
connections include strong social, cultural and business links with the Melksham area
that do not exist elsewhere. Moreover, Semington shares a common boundary with
Melksham Civil Parish. As Chairman of Semington Parish Council and on behalf of the
parishioners of Semington I would be grateful if you would take note of the above in
your deliberations and ensure that Semington is an integral part of the new
Melksham Rural Without Electoral Division.
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Highways/Environment: Councillors commented that the waste is still awaiting
collection by Wiltshire Council at Wessex Close Playing Field despite reminders being
sent. Cllr. Smyth stated that a resident in St Georges Road had repeatedly requested
Wiltshire Council to cut back trees in Wessex Close Play Area that were overhanging
his property and were potentially dangerous. The Clerk replied that he had contacted
Wiltshire Council on behalf of the resident and reminded Wiltshire Council that
Wiltshire Council is the owner of the Wessex Close Play Area and that the Parish
Council had no responsibility for that area. Cllr. Smyth stated that he would request
Emma Putnam – someone who may be able to undertake relatively minor tasks
within the village – to contact the Clerk.
Cllr. Smyth confirmed that he is awaiting the results of the recent ‘No Entry’ Gate
traffic survey before discussing this subject further.
Cllr. Rimmer reported that the commemorative Oak trees had now been planted and
commented that a number of councillors and parishioners had assisted in that task.
Cllr. Rimmer proposed that there could be a Memorial tablet at the site of the trees to
indicate why they had been planted. The Council resolved that the following wording
would be appropriate: ‘These Oaks were planted in 2018 on the anniversary of the
1918 Armistice to commemorate Semington parishioners who gave their lives in
WW1’. He indicated that the cost would be in the order of £400 to £500. The Council
resolved to defer a decision on acquiring a memorial tablet.
The Council noted the recent correspondence from the Ramblers Association
regarding identification of the two paths where the stiles needed repairing. The
Chairman identified the exact locations on a map and the Clerk stated that he would
communicate this information to Mr Micklam.
Cllr. Wade reported he had sourced an Christmas tree approximately 16’ in height at a
cost of around £157. The Council resolved that this tree be purchased and that a new
set of lights for the tree and an additional set of lights for the telephone box be
procured. It was stated that the Christmas Tree ‘Switch-on’ will take place on Sunday
2nd December with the erection of the tree and lights a week earlier.
Any Other Business: Cllr. Robinson handed out a revised copy of the proposed design
of the Information Board that was to be positioned in the Telephone Box and
requested that comments are sent to him no later than 26th October.
Date of Next Meeting: 14th November 2018
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AEH Services
Home & Garden Services
No Job Too Small
Arbours, Planters & Arches
Erected
Leaky Taps to Faulty Gutters
Fully Insured and CRB Checked
Call Andy, 07952 357791
Free Quotes & Estimates
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This Is Your Life

Annie Barnet

Tony Barnett has been farming in the local area for almost 62 years. Tony was
born in Trowbridge in 1942 and at the age of 15 started work for W.D. Guley and
Son who lived in Highfield House and when the land around it was all still farm
land. Mr Barnett senior gave Tony three weeks to either; get used to it, to get fed
up with it or to pack it in. Tony not only got used to it, he loved it and it became
his calling.
Tony is now working with the 5th generation of the Guley Family and despite being
76 years young still springs out of bed four mornings a week to go to work. Over
his farming lifetime he’s had a few scrapes, not least being hung by his overalls on
a hook in the hay barn when just starting out, being crushed by a cow, scalping
himself and most frighteningly inflicting a deep injury on himself with a chain
saw. As he says himself he loves his work as much today as the the first day back
in 1957.
Tony isn’t one for the spotlight but his family just want him to know how very
proud they are of their husband, dad and grandad and what a special person he is
to all of them and the wider family and friends!

Thanks again to Vicky for this lovely farming photo!
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Neighbourhood Watch
Paul Bowyer – 870512

If you are trying to release money from your pension fund, tread very carefully.
Scam artists may impersonate pension advisors and try to get you to make fake
investments. No investment return is ever ‘guaranteed’ . If you are considering
investing your money or realising your pension fund and putting them into an
investment, seek advice from a reputable regulated source. Pension advisors,
brokers and financial organisations should to be regulated by the FCA (Financial
Conduct Authority). Have a look at the their ScamSmart pages or call their
helpline +44(0)800 111 6768. Scammers might try to get you to invest in all
manner of high risk areas of business. These scam companies aren’t authorised by
the FCA so you won’t be protected by the Financial Service Compensation Scheme
when things go wrong. Don’t forget if it is bogus you could lose all your money.
If someone calls you out of the blue, unprompted, about an ‘investment
opportunity’ or releasing your pension savings, be wary. Guaranteed returns?
There’s no such thing. If it’s too good to be true, then usually it is.
People make mistakes under pressure. Fraudsters will try and get you to act
quickly claiming that otherwise you’ll miss a ‘once in a lifetime’ offer. If someone
is pushing you to act fast be very suspicious. Legitimate finance companies need
to point out potential risks and/or tax implications involved with investments. If
the people you’re talking to brush over, downplay or just plain don’t mention the
risks involved with your money they are probably acting fraudulently.
If you’ve been scammed once, your details may be passed on to other fraudsters,
who will contact you and offer to help you to ‘recover’ your money. They will ask
for an initial upfront payment. If you pay this you’ll never see it again. If you’ve
fallen victim to an investment scam, contact Action Fraud – the UK’s national
fraud reporting centre on 0300 123 20 40.
Their website is www.actionfraud.police.uk

Paws for Thought

Wait for the Lord’s help.
Be strong and brave and
wait for the lord’s help

It’s in the bible; Psalm 27 Verse 14
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Drywall,
Landscaping, etc .

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &
Delivery service

07936 706614

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

Your local acupuncturist
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Roundstone Surgery,
Trowbridge.

T.A.P SERVICES
Oil Boiler &
Range Cooker

Please call
07818 517785
with any questions or
to book an
appointment

Servicing
contact

Tel: 01373 463106
tapservices@btinternet.com
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You’re not drunk if you can lie on the floor without holding on – Dean Martin

Semington WI
Deb Hurn

We were challenged by Pat & Sue (who very kindly gave up their evening) to
make ‘Mini Teddy Bears’ using pipe cleaners, who’d have thought! We all had
great fun and the ‘Teddies’ looked lovely. No two were the same but all were
equally charming. Pat & Sue gave excellent printed instructions & followed
through giving demonstrations. Pat’s skill in making miniatures is brilliant,
amazing us when she told us that she had made 90 of these ‘Teddies’ in one go.
(Don’t think we’re quite up to that standard yet!!). Huge thanks to Pat & Sue for
giving us such an enjoyable evening.
At our next meeting on Thursday 8th November at 7.30pm. Our meeting will
once again see us trying our hands at ‘sugar icing’ when Sue & Val will be helping
us to make ‘Christmas Roses’. If you are coming to this meeting, could you please
bring the following: 1 empty egg box, a tablespoon cornflower, a small paint
brush and some cling film. Look forward to seeing you there!

Village Hall Windows and Doors Improvements
Gerald Taylor

Semington Village Hall is to undergo refurbishment this autumn on its windows
and doors. This will improve disabled access to the building and improve access
for users with pushchairs and buggies.
The cost of the improvements will be partially funded by grants from The Hills
Group Limited, Landfill Communities Fund administered for Hills by Community
First, The Rural Community Council for Wiltshire for £1,500, Community Area
Grant from The Melksham Area Board for £2,500, Semington Parish Council
£2,000 and Semington Village Fete £700.
We look forward to our users being able to use our improved facilities.
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GOOD
QUALITY

LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6EU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
LOGS

www.lawnhouse.co.uk

Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

FOR SALE
CALL JOHN
ON
01380 870264

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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Steeple Ashton Films
Alison Wilson

THE MERCY
SATURDAY 17 NOVEMBER 2018 – 7.30 PM
(DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM FOR REFRESHMENTS)
AT THE VILLAGE HALL, STEEPLE ASHTON
Directed by James Marsh and featuring
Colin Firth, Rachel Weisz, David Thewlis
and Mark Gattis, among others, this is
the incredible story of Donald Crowhurst.
Crowhurst was a businessman and amateur yachtsman, trying to promote
and market his own self-invented handheld navigational device. In 1968, The
Sunday Times launched a round-the-world yacht race with a big cash prize.
Perhaps irresponsibly, entry to the competition was not limited to those with
proven experience. Crowhurst, with a failing business and a dream, decided
to enter, in a boat built with money from investors and sponsors who would
need to be repaid if he didn’t succeed in single-handedly circumnavigating
the globe without stopping.
After a few weeks at sea, it became clear that his boat wasn’t up to it, and
rather than turn back and face humiliation and financial ruin – and
disappoint his family – Crowhurst made a plan to create an illusion that he
was making good progress. The truth was rather different! The story of
Crowhurst’s dangerous solo voyage and the struggles he confronted is one of
the most enduring mysteries of recent times.
This is the last of the Steeple Ashton Films for this year. We have had a
great year and we look forward to seeing you in January, hopefully, for
Mamma Mia – Here we go again! Keep your fingers crossed it will
available.
Tickets £6 available from Steeple Ashton Village Shop or can be reserved.
Please ring Alison Wilson on 01380 871345.
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Your Wiltshire Councillor News
Jonathan Seed 07770 774463

October is a month of change both in our weather and our politics. The Party
Conference season is over – although the relevance of these political jamborees
seems ever less relevant to our local lives here in Wiltshire. Our weather has
certainly turned and as you read this in November winter will be upon us with all
the seasonal changes that that brings to our everyday lives. Wiltshire Council has
also addressed political change and has put a submission, with cross party
support, to the Local Government Boundary Commission for England, the body
that determines our future political map. This august body has already
determined that our councillor numbers will stay unchanged at 98 in order to
support our successful Area Board system. However, there needs to be a
redistribution of voters across many Council Divisions in order to make them all
within a ten percent equality of each other. This means significant change in
many Divisions and very little in others. Only time will tell whether the
Commission will accept our carefully crafted local suggestion or impose their
own. One aspect we are certain of is that by the spring of next year we will know
what the future local government map of Wiltshire will look like.
In our own area of Summerham and Seend the local proposal is for Semington,
Steeple Ashton, Keevil and Great Hinton to form a new south Melksham rural
Division taking in Berryfields, Broughton Gifford and Bowerhill industrial area.
Seend, Bulkington and Poulshot look set to join with Potterne, Erlestoke, Worton,
Marston and Coulston to form a new Devizes community area Division. Any
individual or council can put a submission to the LGBCE and if residents are
unhappy with the proposals they should do so.
There is also a great deal of other activity in Wiltshire that is for the good of our
residents and our future. Regardless of how central government feels there is
little doubt that local government is deep into a period of austerity. We have had
to make significant budget efficiencies for many years. Central government
funding for this financial year was poor and next year looks even worse.
However the good news is that Wiltshire will cope even though our belt
tightening is reaching the point of showing itself in service delivery. It is during
these periods of financial difficulty that some compassionate decisions taken by
the Council shine out even more brightly. One such example is the recent
decision to allow care leavers a council tax exemption from when they leave care
aged 18 until they are 25. This really will help some of the most vulnerable in our
society to get ahead after an uncertain start and it is a measure of our local
democracy that such decisions can be made in the middle of a period of
such……….austerity.
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OPEN DAY AT WILTSHIRE AIR
AMBULANCE’S NEW AIRBASE
Jill Crooks

We have received a lot of support from local residents since we first announced our
plans to relocate the Wiltshire Air Ambulance team to Semington and it has
continued since the opening of our airbase earlier this year.
Now we are inviting residents of Semington to visit our airbase, at Outmarsh, on
Saturday 24th November, where you will be able to view the helicopter (subject to
operational requirements), have a tour of the building and meet the aircrew and
charity team.
We are holding four sessions for visitors and places need to be booked. The number
of visitors is limited to 50 per session and please be advised that places will be
allocated on a first come, first served basis.
The sessions are; 10.00am to 11.30am; 12noon to 1.30pm; 2.00pm to 3.30pm and
4.00pm to 5.30pm.
If you would like to attend please email rsvp@wiltshireairambulance.co.uk or call
the charity team on 01225 300536 by 8th November. Please let us know if you have
any special requirements, e.g. disabled access.
We look forward to meeting you!

Friends of St George’s
Victoria Reardon

Jumble Sale - Saturday 17th November Start clearing out the cupboards ready to
support the Jumble. All donations can be dropped at the school on Friday 16th
Nov from 3.30-5pm and then on Saturday 17th November from 10am. Don’t
forget to come along on the day to search for a few bargains or enjoy some
homemade cakes.
Christmas Fair - Friday 7th December A Christmas bonanza of fun is planned with
the children of St George’s opening the Fair with some festive carols.
Semington Slog - Saturday 18th May 2019 Entry is now open with an early bird
offer so please spread the word and let’s make our 5th year the biggest yet!
Enter online at www.entrycentral.com
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Catholic News

St. John The Baptist Trowbridge & St Bernadette’s Westbury (inc villages)
St John the Baptist Trowbridge :
Sunday Masses: Sat:(Vigil) 6pm; Sun:10.30am & 6pm
Holy Day of Obligation: See Newsletter
Weekday Masses: Mon: 9am; Tue: 6pm; Wed: 12.00 noon Fri: 6pm; Sat: 9.00am
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass.
Confessions: Sat: 9.30-10.15am; 5.15-5.30pm and on request.
St Bernadette’s Westbury
Sunday Mass – 9.00am
Holy Day of Obligation Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Weekday Mass: Thursday 10.00am
Confessions: Thursday 9.15am – 9.30am and on request
Jesus Advent Day of Journeying Towards in Advent: Saturday 1st December, Day Retreat
with Fr Denis McBride at St Catherine’s Hall, 4 Park Road, Frome, BA11 1 EU, from 10am
- 4pm. Fr Denis is a seasoned and internationally renowned speaker, author and director
of Redemptorist publications. His principal areas of interest and writing have been the
human story and the Gospels. If you would like to reserve a place please email Jessie
Alcaraz at jlalcaraz10822@gmail.com Donation on the day, bring a packed lunch.
Foodbank Collection A huge thank you to all who contribute to the Foodbank. St. John's
are the biggest contributor from the town. The organisers have asked for things that can
form the basis of meals, tins of corned beef, tins of stewing steak, jars of sausages and
similar items such as tinned pies. They do not need cereals, baked beans, tinned
spaghetti, pasta or female hygiene products. The next foodbank collection will be on 24th
and 25th November. Please leave donated items in the church porch. Thank you.
Men United Breakfast 3rd November from 8.30am to 10.30am at the Trowbridge Rugby
Club. Our speaker is the Olympic hurdler, Tony Jarrett, who won gold at the
Commonwealth Games in 1998, and silver at the Olympics. We expect around 100 men
there of all denominations, and men of no faith too will be attending. Please can people
let me know if you wish to attend (asap). John Grant 07775 528548.
Mass Times At Nearby Catholic Churches
Immaculate Conception, Devizes (01380 723572) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm and Sunday
10.30am and 5.00pm
St Anthony Melksham (01225 702128) Mass on Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday 9.30am
Bradford on Avon (01225 862739) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 10.30am
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Thoughts From The Rectory
Mrs Anne Rees

The centenary of the Armistice which ended the hostilities of the First World War
will be marked across the nation on November 11th. All are welcome to the
services of Remembrance on November 11th in the Canalside Benefice; you will
find details of the services elsewhere in this magazine.
This September, John and I had the privilege of visiting the war grave of John’s
Great Grandfather, Edward Prince, who died in Northern France in May 1918. He
was a farrier and was wounded when a bomb hit his forge, dying a short time
afterwards in Aire Casualty Clearing Station. Visiting his grave, amongst 901 First
World War graves in Aire Cemetery, was a very moving experience which will
forever stay in our memories. The inscription on the grave is a quote from a poem
by Robert Browning, “Earth changes but thy soul and God stand sure.”
On that September day we also travelled on to the Thiepval Memorial on the
Somme. The memorial commemorates more than 72,000 men of British and
South African forces who died in the Somme sector and have no known grave.
The enormity of that number left us speechless, as did the number of
Commonwealth War cemeteries and memorials we drove past on country roads
that day, each Portland Stone headstone marking the resting place of a loved son,
brother, husband, father, uncle, friend.
It is impossible to make sense of the horrors of war – so many lives were lost in
World War One and in many conflicts since. As we prepare to remember the
Fallen again, may we be comforted with the knowledge that God was there on
the Battlefields, God was there in the suffering and that God is with us now and
will be into the future. Let us all do what we can to bring peace and reconciliation
to the world, remembering that, “Earth changes but thy soul and God stand sure.”
In the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.

Contact Details for The Canalside Parishes

Administrator – Michael Gamble, please contact Michael for initial enquiries about
baptisms, weddings and general matters on 07795 400262
E-mail - canalsidebenefice@gmail.com
PCC Secretary/Treasurer - Jack Woodward 01380 870784
Church Warden – Mr David Wildsmith
Lay Pastoral Assistants are co-ordinated by Marilyn Stubbs. Please contact Marilyn on
01225 753118 or John if you would like a visit.
Rev John Rees, Rector, Canalside Benefice 01225 764365
Email: canalsidebeneficerector@gmail.com www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk
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November 2018 Services

You are welcome to join any of our services

Thursday 1st
Sunday 4th
Thursday 8th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Thursday 22nd
Sunday 25th
Thursday 29th
Sunday 4th
Wednesday 7th
Sunday 11th
Wednesday 14th
Sunday 18th
Wednesday 21st
Saturday 24th
Sunday 25th
Wednesday 28th

Sunday 4th
Tuesday 6th
Sunday 11th
Sunday 18th
Tuesday 20th
Tuesday 27th
Sunday 11th

St George’s Semington
9.45am
Morning Prayer
4.00pm
Teatime Worship
9.45am
Morning Prayer
11.00am
Remembrance Service
9.30am
Holy Communion
9.45am
Morning Prayer
9.30am
Morning Worship
9.30am
Morning Prayer
St Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
8.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
Together in Worship & Shoebox
Sunday
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.50am
Remembrance Service
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
Morning Worship
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
11.00am
Messy Church at Hilperton School
10.00am
Holy Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
St Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
3.00pm
Remembrance Service at
Staverton School
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
8.30am
Morning Prayer
St Mary the Virgin, Whaddon
8.00am
Holy Communion
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