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Semington Diary
Village Hall
2nd
9th
13th
17th
20th
22nd
24th
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29th
31st

SUN

Christmas Lights Switch On
Singing from The Semingtones and
Drinks in the Village Hall
SUN
OAP Lunchtime party
THURS WI Skittles Evening
MON Christmas Bingo
Tickets on sale now 50p each
THURS Christmas Draw
SAT
Christmas Quiz
Please remember it’s SATURDAY!
MON Christmas Eve Bar Open
WEDS Boxing Day Bar Open
SAT
Skittles with a Pâté Supper
MON New Year’s Eve in the Social Club
Tickets £4.00 each includes a buffet

Every Week in The Village Hall & St George’s School
Bingo
Monday
Post Office
Monday & Thursday
Baby/Toddler Group
Tuesday
St George’s School Hall
Bridge Club
Tuesday & Friday
Zumba Fitness
Wednesday
St George’s School Hall
Coffee Morning
Thursday
Alzheimer’s Support
2nd Thursday of the month
Semingtones
Fridays

6.00pm
Noon
7.30pm
8.00pm
11.00am
7.30pm
8.30pm to 11.45pm
12.00pm to 3.00pm
8.00pm
8.30pm to 1.00am

7.30pm
9.30am-12.30pm
10.00am-11.30am
9.00am-1.00pm
6.30pm
10.00am-12 noon
10.00am-12 noon
6.00pm-7.30pm

Everyone’s Invited!

Pip Hunt – Head Teacher St George’s School
The teachers and pupils at St George’s would like to invite the whole village to
their nativity play, ‘Born in A Barn’. The play takes place on Wednesday 12th
December at 2.15pm. We hope to see you there!
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Christians in Semington
Bev Woodward

Christians in Semington - Wednesdays 5th December & 2nd January, both 7.45pm
– 9.00pm, 9 Somerset Way. Join us to pray for our community.
Housegroup - join us to drink tea/coffee, chat & have a laugh. In December we're
meeting on Tuesday 11th, then January 8th and 22nd, at 7.45pm. The evenings are
suitable for anyone, however much or little you know about the Christian faith.
For more information, including venues, phone Bev/Jack 870784, Pam/David
870030 or Victoria 871936.
Come to Church on Christmas Eve, 2.00pm, for a very special Celebration. All
ages welcome - there will be a portrayal of the Christmas story with carols and
drama. This is informal and particularly appropriate for children. We'll need
children, of any age, to take part in the play, and there will be a few practises in
the week beforehand. If you are interested, please contact Victoria Farmer,
870796, or Bev Woodward, 870784.
Messy Church - is on Saturday 1st December, and Saturday 26th January, both
11.00am – 1.00pm in the school hall. There will be more activities, suitable for all
ages, and lunch included so that you can forget about cooking for the day.
(Suggested donation £1.) Please let us know if you can come so that we'll have
enough food! Phone Bev/Jack on 870784 or text 07922 105084. Please note that
Messy Church is for all ages, but children must bring an adult.

Editor’s Note
Gillian Airey

Well that’s that for another year! Thank you to all our contributors for all your
hard work and making all the deadlines over the year. Don’t rest too easy –
although this is a double issue the deadline for the February issue will be here
before you know it, this will be Sunday 20th January 2019. As always email me at
semparmag@icloud.com
After many years of sterling work Jeremy is handing over the advertising reins,
may I take the opportunity to thank Jeremy for all his hard work. We will be
making contact with the advertisers in the New Year but for now, please note the
new e-mail address for advertising is semparmagads@icloud.com
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Cleeve Cats
Boarding Cattery
01380
...Seend828025
Cleeve

We only board cats
Phone 07519393668

www.cleevecats.co.uk

For all your

Painting and
Decorating
needs call

Pete Milburn
Church Street, Semington

07841 384599
Get a free quote today
No commitment
Competitive rates
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This month I’ve cgddwgefuyeefwdyuwefdy
Gilly Airey

The Mighty Dibs decided to help me write this month’s column, as you can see his
keyboard skills aren’t quite there yet….. Generally speaking when we get back
from holiday we’re greeted by the haughty disdain that only a cat can generate.
Dogs are far more attuned to the neediness of humans and lavish upon returning
owners yelps of delight and licky kisses……. Cats meanwhile may or may not wake
up when you get in the house, if you’re lucky one eye opens – they eyeball you,
get up stretch and oh, go straight back to sleep. They then studiously ignore you
for the best part of a week making you ‘pay’ for going on holiday.
The Mighty Dibs is thoroughly spoiled when we we’re away, being looked after by
the fabulous T & M. He often moves into No 11 with no apologies to Alfie, Millie
and Rosie the incumbent cats, and then without a backward glance comes back
home to claim us humans as his own again………
This time there has been a subtle shift and he has been extremely clingy following
me around the house and as I write8888888888888888888888888 he has come
back to help me again! AQQQQQQ~~ Rest assured reader I have now thanked
him for his input and moved him away from the keyboard. Sorry – what was that?
He makes more sense than me?
The holiday was fabulous - not only did we hit the road Jack, we most definitely
got our kicks on Route 66, as well as standing on a corner in Winslow, Arizona.
Seriously look up the lyrics to The Eagles song ‘Take It Easy’. There really is a town
called Winslow and the entire existence of the town relies heavily on said corner
in Winslow. And then we finished with some serious California Dreamin’.
One of the highlights of our holidays is our Scrabble Championship, it must be
said that Gorgeous Hubby was a Scrabble novice when I met him and I have
taught him everything he knows, which makes it especially galling when he
roundly beats me and rubbing salt into the wounds, throws out seven letter
words like they were candy (note suitably fitting Americanism!). And, yes he won
the Championship 7-6.
So we’re both back to the nitty gritty of every day life, looking forward to
Christmas and having special times with our gorgeous grandchildren and family.
However you spend the Christmas holidays I wish you love, peace and joy. Thanks
for reading and I’ll see you on the other side!
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Kieren Bourne
Garden Maintenance
Regular or one-off service

Need help with your computer?
Call Dave for user-friendly help

Lawn mowing, pruning, weeding, hedge
trimming, planting, edging, digging.

For anything to do with home computers,
laptops or entertainment equipment...
I can set up your wireless broadband,
networking, iPad, iPhone and other
smart phones. If your computer has
ground to a halt, or you want 1 to 1
instruction on how to use your PC...
internet security... download pictures
from your camera… how to use software
and much more… call Dave.

May also help with interior, and some,
exterior household painting

Bourne Gardening

If I can’t help I won’t charge.
01380 870767 or 07799 337807

01225 705782

e-mail: help@williamshometech.com

Email: kowhai45@hotmail.com

www.williamshometech.com
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This year’s Christmas tree switch-on will take place on Sunday 2nd
December at 6.00 pm followed by carol singing by the Semingtones
choir. We will all then retire to the village hall where mince pies and
mulled wine will be served by some local elves.
Please try and come along, the more the merrier and don’t forget to
bring your singing voices!

Cantamus Chamber Choir
Alison Prat

Cantamus Chamber Choir’s Christmas concert will take place in the beautiful
setting of Holy Trinity Church, Bradford on Avon. Directed by Michael Daniels, the
concert offers a confection of choral music.
From the swinging rhythms of a jazz carol by Will Todd to the gentle strains of
“What Sweeter Music” by John Rutter, it has many delights. Two versions of
“Magnum Mysterium” contrast the music of the 16th century to that of present
day composer, Morten Lauridson. Enriched with readings, mince pies and wine,
what sweeter music could there be than this?
Tuesday 18th December at 7.30pm, tickets available from Wiltshire Music Centre,
wiltshiremusiccentre.org.uk £10.00 per person, concessions £5.00.

‘Melksham Remembers’ - WW1 Centenary Exhibition
St George’s Church will be hosting the “Melksham Remembers’ exhibition on
Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th December. This presents a depiction of what it was like
during World War 1 in Melksham and the surrounding districts, including Semington.
It makes use of a fascinating array of photographs and stories of the people within
the area during those bleak and dangerous years. Saturday 8th from 10.00am to
4.00pm (refreshments will be available at times during the day) and Sunday 9th from
10.30am to 4.00pm.
This is a highly recommended event which has shown to be very well received
wherever it has displayed. All are welcome.
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CAR L’S CABS LTD

J.D. PRICE
BUILDING SERVICES
EST. 1987

PRIVATE HIRE & TAXI’S

Extensions
Garages
Renovations
Patios, Drives, etc.
General Building Works

Airport & Party Runs
8 & 6 Seats Available
N.V.Q. Qualified
M: 0789 4873129

Phone for expert advice
and a free quotation
Tel. 01225 344624
Mob. 07970 737321

E: carolscabs@hotmail.co.uk

City & Guilds Accredited

Chris Walker

Wedding flowers

Plumbing services & Home
Improvements

Hand-tied bouquets
Arrangements

For a Friendly, reliable & local
service

Funeral tributes

Beautiful, stylish flowers

Bathroom & Kitchen Installations •
Showers • Toilet repairs • Tiling •

for every occasion

01225 700020
www.stemsfloristwiltshire.co.uk

Radiators • Burst Pipes • Leaking Taps
& Ball Valves • Cold water tanks
replacement • Fascias & Guttering.
.

Local delivery available

For a free quotation please call
Chris on: 07837 589919 or
01380 870537
Based in Semington, Trowbridge

Bridge House, Semington,
Trowbridge,BA14 6JT
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Village Quiz Night
Julia Wade
Firstly, thank you to Pam Wildsmith for writing last month’s Quiz Report in my
absence. November’s Quiz was set by Angela and Gaye – many thanks to them for
an excellent quiz. Our best wishes go to team member, Bill, who is recovering
from an operation.
The Marathon was a list of the initial letters of the states in the USA. Terry’s
Turnips team won with a maximum of all 50 correct, so very well done to them. At
half time in the main quiz there was just 1 point between the Faithful Four and
the Universally Challenged teams. However, team Heads and Tails had a stronger
second half and gained second place, with Universally Challenged (Sue, Steve,
Esme, Philip, Colin and myself) winning by 5½ points in the end.
Your esteemed Editor suggested I include a compilation of the best(?) of the Quiz
questions from the past year, so here goes! (You know who to blame, now.)
What do you call a boomerang that doesn’t come back?
Why didn’t the skeleton go to the ball?
●
Which Anthony Gormley statue celebrates its 20th anniversary this year?
●
Which new item of clothing in the 60s was designed by Mr Fish?
●
What happens to the caffeine extracted from decaffeinated coffee?
●
Which company only follows 11 people on Twitter – all 5 Spice Girls and 6
men named Herb?
●
On a clear day, what is the most distant thing you can see from the top of Ben
Nevis?
And finally (probably the best of the lot):
●
Which company makes the most wheels in the world?
The incredible answers are on page 13
●
●

We welcome everyone to the CHRISTMAS QUIZ NIGHT, which, please note, this
year, will be on a SATURDAY, 22nd DECEMBER, 7.30pm for a 7.45pm start, at the
Village Hall. Do come dressed in your Christmas hats, jumpers, even tinsel – it is
usually a lot of fun and very light-hearted, with Pete Vooght as your quizmaster.
The rules for the Christmas Quiz are a bit different: there is a prize for every
round, and the winner is decided by a draw, not the score, so everyone has a
chance. January’s quiz reverts to a Sunday - Sunday 13th January.
If you haven’t been before, why not give it a try? If you go on your own, we can
easily put you in a team. Everyone is very welcome.
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Natures Notes

To a poet a thousand years hence
I who am dead a thousand years,
And wrote this sweet archaic song,
Send you my words for messengers
The way I shall not pass along.
I care not if you bridge the seas,
Or ride secure the cruel sky,
Or build consummate palaces
Of metal or of masonry.
But have you wine and music still,
And statues and a bright-eyed love,
And foolish thoughts of good and ill,
And prayers to them who sit above?
How shall we conquer? Like a wind
That falls at eve our fancies blow,
And old Mæonides the blind
Said it three thousand years ago.
O friend unseen, unborn, unknown,
Student of our sweet English tongue,
Read out my words at night, alone:
I was a poet, I was young.
Since I can never see your face,
And never shake you by the hand,
I send my soul through time and space
To greet you. You will understand.
James Elroy Flecker
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Steeple Ashton Films
Alison Wilson

Thank you to all of you who made our 2018 season of films such a success. I have
provisional dates and titles for the Winter/Spring 2019 season of films and will
confirm dates as soon as possible.
These are our choices for 2019. Please look out for the posters!
January 19th
February 23rd
March 23rd
April 27th

Mamma Mia Here We Go Again!
Christopher Robin
The Children Act
The Little Stranger

Wishing you all a very happy festive season and another great year of Steeple
Ashton Films!
Alison Wilson, Marcus Wilson and Deborah Fox

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 2018
Sean Moore – Village Organiser 870672

We are pleased to report that the village collection raised a total of £598.68 for
this year’s Poppy Appeal. The total for the district is £48,000. Our thanks to
everyone who generously donated to such a worthy cause and to our volunteers
who gave their time helping with this year’s collection. Volunteers spending a
couple of hours once a year are always welcome, do please contact us if you
would like help.

Church Announcement
Victoria Shackleton

The funeral of Air Marshal Sir Alec Morris KBE CB FREng took place at St George’s
Church on Thursday 22nd November 2018. We pray that Piers, Susan, their
families and friends will know God’s love and peace at this sad time.
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Have you always wanted to
learn the piano, or do you need
a few lessons to get you back
in the swing?

If so, Linda is ready to help whether
you are a beginner, improver or
returner. All ages are welcome and it
is never too late to learn something
new or do something different.

Linda Hollister
DipMus(Open)
Telephone: 01225 765573
CRB Cleared
Can’t tuneHARRIS
in your new TV?
P.F.
P.F. HARRIS
& SON

T.V. Video & Audio
Services
Repairs, Sales & Tuneins
Call 01225 752197
Mobile 07925 474711

www.tvrepairstrowbridge.co.uk
Unit 24 Meadows Works
Court St
Trowbridge BA14 8BR

SHOP LOCAL

Let us help you with your TV
requirements
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Down The Local

John Adams – Somerset Arms
Firstly can we say a massive thanks for the positive feedback received from The
Four in a Bed programme - seems so long ago now that we did that! We had
another great quiz this month with the Orchard Pigs (Sally T, Sally R , Brian, Lyn C,
and Neil Stockley) having another blinding quiz (despite a tricky UK Government
Leaders round) and swept up the triple Rollover Cash pot after picking the golden
envelope!
So, whats happening in the village pub in the run up to Christmas and into the
New Year?
We’ll have mulled wine and cider available pre and post Christmas Tree lights
switch on, on Sunday 2nd December. We have two Christmas party nights the 8th
and 15th December with Triple JD and 41 Fords providing the music respectively.
On Christmas Eve join us for a drink and a meal as Santa makes his way to the all
the village chimney pots.
Christmas Day Village Drinks 12.00pm to 3.00pm Join friends and family for a
drink before the biggest meal of the year. On Boxing Day we’ll be open for
lunches and drinks after a traditional boxing day walk then closed for the evening.
In January we’re going to have our January Sale with 10% off weekday lunches
throughout January for Semington villagers and finally look out for details of
Steak Nights and Gourmet Night. See our advert on page 6 for full details.
Finally may I thank everyone in the village who has supported the pub
throughout the year, we love you all!

Christmas Quiz Answers
A stick.
Because he had NO BODY to go with!!
The Angel of the North (otherwise known as Rusty Rita!).
The Kipper Tie.
It is used as an additive in Coca Cola.
KFC (they use 11 Herbs and Spices in their secret recipe!)
The sun!
Lego!!
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Parish Council Minutes

Abridged minutes from meeting held on 14 th November 2018
Present: Councillors B Smyth (Chairman), P Bowyer, M Kasasian, R Oglesby, R
Robinson, W Scott, P Smith, C Wade and the Clerk, Roger Coleman. Wiltshire Council
Cllr. J Seed attended (Part-time). There were five members of the public present
initially.
Apologies: Apologies for non-attendance were received from Parish Councillor S
Rimmer and from PCSO Maggie Ledbury.
Wiltshire Council Report. Cllr. Seed gave a report on the following: Bus gate
enforcement and the possible means of deterring errant motorists. The likely
Wiltshire Council precept for FY2019/20 – a personal view.
Planning: The Council noted the following status of extant planning applications:
18/08128/OUT Land West of 5A High Street – proposed new dwelling – Approved.
18/08168 Bay Tree Cottage 5A High Street proposed single storey extension and
outbuilding – Approved. There were no planning applications received after 7
November 2018.
Cllr. Scott explained that the Village Green application for Great Lees Field is
progressing and to promote this initiative a ‘Friends of Great Lees Field’ has been
established with an agreed constitution. He stated that a date for the enquiry has yet
to be set and an Inspector has yet to be appointed. Cllr. Scott commented that the
Friends of Great Lees Field have been working with villagers to obtain witness
statements, to identify those willing to give oral evidence and to begin the
preparation of the case to present to the Inspector taking advice from those
organisations and individuals with experience of such matters. He added that it may
be necessary to seek legal advice in order to mount a successful case. The Clerk stated
that noting that the Friends of Great Lees Field were seeking to protect and to
provide a community asset for the benefit of the parishioners of Semington and
others it would appear that the Parish Council could, if it wished, receive a donation
from the Council to assist it in its task provided such donation was commensurate
with the nature of the cause and not excessive.
Finance: Parish Council Balance as at 14th November 2018 £18,314.56
Highways/Environment: Cllr. Robinson reported that the overgrown hedge at The
Turnpike that was obstructing a footpath has now been cut back. Cllrs. Scott and
Smith stated that the hedge at Great Lees Field was very overgrown and needed
pruning. The Council resolved that it would request Wiltshire Council to provide an
enforcement camera at the Bus Gate in order to deter and detect those motorists
ignoring the No Entry sign. The Chair stated that he would speak to Cllr. Seed who
had offered to assist and to Melksham Without in whose parish the camera was likely
to be located.
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Cllr. Smith reported that recently the CATG had been requested to provide additional
signage for the Wiltshire Air Ambulance (WAA) site. The Council resolved that on the
basis of the results of the recent metrocount that it had no objection because the
number of vehicles actually going to the WAA site was small.
Cllr. Robinson reported that the large Gun Emplacement/Pill Box nearby that had
been constructed as part of a WW2 defensive line had significant historical
importance but was in a poor state of repair and needed attention.
Councillors commented that it may be appropriate to install a bench by the newly
planted oaks to allow visitors to enjoy quiet meditation. It was agreed that Cllr.
Rimmer is to speak to Wiltshire Council regarding the location of any such bench and,
meanwhile, the design and cost of such a bench would be investigated.
Cllr. Wade confirmed that he had arranged for a 16ft Christmas tree to be delivered
on 22nd November and that he intended to erect and decorate the tree on Saturday
24th November commencing at 10.00am with the assistance of a working party. He
added that the tree had cost £157 leaving a balance from the allocated £250 to
purchase additional lights if required.
The Council resolved to consider commissioning a ‘footpath map’ for the village to be
located in the telephone box at a later meeting. Meanwhile, the Clerk agreed to
contact Wiltshire Council for a footpath map – preferably in digital form – that could
be used.
Tennis Court and Wessex Close Play Areas. Councillors reported that one of the play
equipments in the Play Area – the spinning disk - was defective and needed either
repairing or removing. The Council resolved that it would be prepared to meet the
cost of its repair – subject to it not being excessive – if Wiltshire Council, who owned
that area and the Play equipment was prepared to accept this approach. The Clerk
was asked to write to Wiltshire Council to seek their agreement. Councillors
commented that Wiltshire Council had previously stated that it would not repair such
defective equipment and that any defective equipment would be removed. The
Parish Council wished to preserve the current Play Area.
Any Other Business.
Cllr. Robinson stated that he had heard that there had been a family from Semington
that had boarded the Titanic ocean liner and perished. He asked if any councillors
knew who they were. There was a negative response.
Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday 12th December 2018
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AEH Services
Home & Garden Services
No Job Too Small
Arbours, Planters & Arches
Erected
Leaky Taps to Faulty Gutters
Fully Insured and CRB Checked
Call Andy, 07952 357791
Free Quotes & Estimates
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Your Wiltshire Councillor News
Jonathon Seed 07770 774463

November seems to have become a month of autumn rather than winter as our
climate seems to adjust or change its seasons. This produces inevitable change to the
way local government does business. Leaves fall well into December whereas in
bygone years the “fall” was associated with earlier months. The combination of
leaves and heavy rain often produce very local flooding as smaller drains struggle to
cope with newly running water through drains that have been inactive for months
and leaves join other detritus to cause a blockage and local flooding. The local
solution to this very local problem is being adopted throughout Wiltshire and this is
for locals to identify these critical and potentially difficult drains and quietly pull back
the leaves on a morning walk. Many towns and villages have Flood Wardens as well as
public spirited locals who have “adopted” specific drains and this makes a huge
difference to flood alleviation and saves countless properties from flooding. These
local initiatives are British public spirit at its best and are growing.
Local recognition of the need to take on local issues and services is also gaining
national recognition. Wiltshire Council has been at the forefront of organising its
finances in such a way that we can both live within our means and deliver local
services. This is an increasing challenge in a period where central government is
continuing to cut local funding and the demands of the vulnerable on the remaining
funds increase. Councils are having to spend well over 70% of their budgets on adult
social care and children’s services for the vulnerable leaving less and less for the
services that are used by the vast majority of the population. Our Council has
encouraged the next and very local tier of local government, i.e. towns and parishes,
to take on services that it cannot hope to continue to deliver in the current financial
climate. That is why services such as public toilets, local grass cutting, local parks etc.
are being passed to towns and parishes by Wiltshire Council. Sure this often means a
small increase in local precept to pay for these services, but it does at least mean that
those local services that local people want, will continue to be delivered. This process
has recently achieved national recognition with the Local Government Minister
singling out Wiltshire as an exemplar for finding new ways of delivering important
local services in partnership with local councils.
On 11th November we stood still to remember the fallen who gave their lives so that
we may enjoy our freedoms. This Remembrance Sunday happened to coincide with
the silence that fell over the Western Front exactly one hundred years ago and all of
our local communities were able to spend time focussing on just what that meant to
our towns and villages on this very poignant day.
Finally, as you read this, our thoughts will be turning to Christmas and I would like to
take this opportunity to wish all local residents of Semington a very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.
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Nathan Keegan Plastering
Re-skimming
Skimming over artex
Plasterboarding
Patch repairs

Specialising in
domestic plastering
Every effort made to cause
minimum home disturbance

Call for free quote
Mobile: 07534 129011
Home: 01225 287138
(Melksham based)
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Good to Know

Courtesy of Forrester Sylvester Macket Solicitors
Unoccupied home insurance cover.
Planning a month in the sunshine this Christmas? Make sure you have informed
your home insurance provider!
Did you know that a long holiday, or even a stint in hospital, could void your home
insurance? Pretty much all of us fork out for home insurance each year, but what
many people fail to realise is that leaving your house empty for as little as 30 days
can mean insurers won’t pay out.
There could be many reasons why a property is left empty: Gone away on holiday,
spending time in a care home/hospital, between tenants or splitting time
between multiple homes. Any one of these reasons could put you or your loved
ones at risk if the worst happens and the house is damaged while unoccupied.
Headed into winter, homes are most at risk of water damage from burst pipes and
flooding, so be sure to check the T&Cs of your home insurance contract if you
plan to be away for a prolonged period. Sometimes the house being empty is not
planned – for example if an elderly relative goes into a care home. It may not be
the first thing you think of if your loved one is ill, but make sure you consider the
implications of their house being unoccupied.
What can you do?
Be aware of the terms of your individual policy. Generally, so long as you contact
your provider there are ways around the issue. Many insurance providers will
cover the property if it is visited once a week, or allow you to pay a top up to
continue cover.

Paws for Thought

They came to the house where the
child was and saw him with his mother, Mary,
and they bowed down and worshipped him.
They opened their gifts and gave him
treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

It’s in the bible; Matthew 2 Verse 11
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Elliots Home
Improvements

Anthony Lovatt

A small family business which
prides itself in quality
workmanship

Furniture
Restoration
Tables, chairs, bureaux
Chests, long case clocks
Mirrors, etc.
Veneer repair
Polishing and Waxing

Maintenance, Carpentry,
Painting, Plumbing, UPVC fitting,
Fencing, Plastering, Drywall,
Landscaping, etc .

Tel. 01225 764 206
Mob. 07709 687 137

Call for free estimate today

Collection &
Delivery service

07936 706614

elliotshomeimprovements@hotmail.com

Your local acupuncturist
New Year’s Resolution No. 1
Ghislaine Ingman
at
Get Fit – Start Running
Roundstone Surgery,
New Year’s Resolution No.2
Trowbridge.
Please call
Enter Semington Slog @
07818 517785
www.entrycentral.com
with any questions or
to book an
New Year’s Resolution No. 3
appointment
Buy Sexy Running Gear
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Semington WI
Deb Hurn

We had another craft evening in November. This time we
were making Christmas Roses in sugar icing. Sounds easy? It wasn’t. Val Swaine
and Sue Ludlow were excellent teachers and were very patient with us. We
actually ended up with roses but it wasn’t without all of us looking as though
we’d been covered in snow. We had to use cornflour to roll the icing out on and
most of it was on us. Sue and Val obviously have a talent for sugar craft, their
Christmas Roses were beautiful. I and many others are still learning. We all really
enjoyed having a go and there was a lot of laughter around the table. Many
thanks to Sue and Val.
Thursday 13th December will be our Skittles Evening starting at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. Members and a Guest only. Then on Thursday 10th January 2019 will
be our birthday party in the Somerset Arms 12.30pm for 1.00pm.
Semington W.I. wishes everyone a very Happy Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.

The Book Club

Angela Grodzicka – 870756
Eight members of the club met on Thursday 8th November to
discuss The Little Coffee Shop of Kabul by Deborah Rodriguez.
Not everyone liked it but some really enjoyed it so it covered
the whole range. Some, who had already read quite a lot
about Afghanistan, felt it did not add greatly to their
knowledge but others felt they had learned a lot.
It was agreed that the treatment of women there is horrifying and has regressed
two hundred years since the Taliban became a force to be reckoned with. Most
felt that although it was a happy ending some of the scenes were contrived to fit
the idea. The next meeting is Tuesday 4th December when we will have our
Christmas meal in the pub.
The January meeting will be on Thursday 10th January, in the pub at 8.00pm, to
discuss either Throne of Glass by Sarah Maas or Uprooted by Naomi Novik. All
welcome to our meetings in the New Year.
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GOOD
QUALITY

LAWN HOUSE
CHIROPRACTIC CLINIC
Lawn House, 29 High Street
Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire BA14 6EU
Tel.01380 871555

HARDWOOD
LOGS

www.lawnhouse.co.uk

Treatment of Back & Neck Pain,
Shoulder, Arm, Hand, Hip, Leg & Foot Pain,
Arthritis, Spondylitis, Tennis Elbow, Slipped
Disc, Pins & Needles,
Headache & Migraine, Sports Injuries.
Children Treated

FOR SALE
CALL JOHN
ON
01380 870264

S. J. PRIOR, B.Sc., D.C.
DOCTOR OF CHIROPRACTIC
Registered Member of the
British Chiropractic Association
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Bin There – Done That!
Wiltshire County Council

Don’t get caught out with the changes to bin collections over the Christmas
holidays – here’s your very own cut out and keep timetable!
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Catholic News

St. John The Baptist Trowbridge & St Bernadette’s Westbury (inc villages)
St John the Baptist Trowbridge :
Sunday Masses: Sat:(Vigil) 6pm; Sun:10.30am & 6pm
Holy Day of Obligation: See Newsletter
Weekday Masses: Mon: 9am; Tue: 6pm; Wed: 12.00 noon Fri: 6pm; Sat: 9.00am
Rosary: Weekdays before Mass.
Confessions: Sat: 9.30-10.15am; 5.15-5.30pm and on request.
St Bernadette’s Westbury
Sunday Mass – 9.00am
Holy Day of Obligation Vigil Mass 6.00pm
Weekday Mass: Thursday 10.00am
Confessions: Thursday 9.15am – 9.30am and on request
Christmas Services:
St. John’s The Baptist Trowbridge:
Christmas Eve: First Mass of Christmas (Children’s Mass) 6.00pm.
Midnight Mass 12.00 midnight. Carols 11.30pm.
Christmas Day: Mass of Christmas Morning 10.30am. (Note: No Evening Mass).
St. Bernadette’s Westbury:
Christmas Day: Christmas Day Mass 9.00am
RUH Bath: Anyone who has a friend or relative in hospital, please contact Mandy Baker
(a member of the hospital Chaplaincy team) text/phone 07775 895 814 or email :
mandybaker@ live.co.u k.
THE NEW 300 CLUB 2018 SUPER CHRISTMAS DRAW 9th December Subscriptions: £50
annually - £13 quarterly - £4.33 monthly. New members are most welcome to join at any
time. Christmas Prizes are: £400-£200-£100-£50. For information and application form
contact Francis Geraghty 01380 871083 email: f.geraghty303@btinternet.com
Sick and or Housebound: Any catholic who is sick or housebound should let Fr. Tom
Finnegan (01225 752152) know as he would be pleased to arrange a visit and bring Holy
Communion, if desired.
Mass Times At Nearby Catholic Churches
Immaculate Conception, Devizes (01380 723572) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm and Sunday
10.30am and 5.00pm
St Anthony Melksham (01225 702128) Mass on Saturday 5.30pm and Sunday 9.30am
Bradford on Avon (01225 862739) Mass on Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 10.30am
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Knit and Natter

Barbara Wooliscroft John
Would anyone be interested in forming a knit and natter group? We aim to meet
monthly and share patterns and tips on knitting or any other handicraft you are
involved in. Added bonus cake and coffee to be provided by the hostess!
Please contact Barbara 01380 871343 or Pam 01380 870030.
I hope we have some takers !

Your Parish Mag Needs You!
Julia Wade

After many years, faithfully delivering parish magazines to the Littlemarsh area of
the village, come rain or shine, Mrs Sue McDine has decided to stand down from
this task. We are very grateful to her for her long service in this invaluable job and
wish her all the best for her ‘retirement’. She has kindly volunteered to deliver
this edition of the magazine before stopping.
We are, therefore, in need of someone to take over delivery in the Littlemarsh
area from the end of January. Ideally it should be someone who lives there, but it
could be someone from elsewhere in the village. The person will need to deliver
the magazines towards the end of every month, for 10 months of the year (there
are 2 double issues). Please contact me if you are able to help. Thank you.
Julia Wade Tel 01380 870137

Contact Details for The Canalside Parishes

Administrator – Michael Gamble, please contact Michael for initial enquiries about
baptisms, weddings and general matters on 07795 400262
E-mail - canalsidebenefice@gmail.com
PCC Secretary/Treasurer - Jack Woodward 01380 870784
Church Warden – Mr David Wildsmith
Lay Pastoral Assistants are co-ordinated by Marilyn Stubbs. Please contact Marilyn on
01225 753118 or John if you would like a visit.
Rev John Rees, Rector, Canalside Benefice 01225 764365
Email: canalsidebeneficerector@gmail.com www.canalsidebenefice.org.uk
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Thoughts From The Rectory
John Rees

Last March I was delighted to announce the arrival of Luke, our first grandchild.
We are already enjoying seeing him grow and develop and we look forward, with
anticipation and hope, to sharing in his life. Many years ago Isaiah, a prophet,
announced that a new, special, baby boy would be born. He did so 700 years
before that child, Jesus, arrived in that Bethlehem stable.
Isaiah’s prophesy is full of hope. The child to be born would be a “wonderful
counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace” (Isaiah Chapter 9:
verse 6). This message of hope was in marked contrast to the difficult conditions
faced by his listeners, for they were enduring persecution from the despotic king,
King Nebuchadnezzar.
Those people needed a message of hope. They needed to know that God still
cared for them and was ultimately in control. Jesus was the ultimate fulfilment of
that hope. He still is, for all who will listen, today. Jesus, wonderful counsellor,
wants us to bring all our hopes and concerns to him in prayer; for our own lives,
for our friends and neighbours, and to seek his guidance and direction for
ourselves and for a world in which wisdom and good guidance are really needed.
Jesus, Mighty God yet fully human, is also our Everlasting Father. Through him we
are accepted by God as we are, with our faults and failings, and forgiven for our
mistakes.
Jesus, Prince of Peace, calls us to live in harmony both with God and one another.
He can give us inner peace in the struggles of life and enable us to bring peace to
others. The Good News of Christmas is that God is with us and that chaos and
uncertainty, although real, does not have the final answer.
Everyone is welcome at our Christmas services; you will find details on the
opposite page. If you would like to know more about what Jesus said and did and
how he can bring you hope and peace today do consider coming on our “Alpha”
Christian exploration course which will begin in January. Do look at our website
or contact me for details.
With best wishes for Christmas and 2019 to you all,

John Rees
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December 2018 Services

You are welcome to join any of our services. Please see website for January
services
St George’s Semington
9.45am
Morning Prayer
6.00pm
Christingle Service
Thursday 13th
9.45am
Morning Prayer
Full details on back page for December services
Thursday 6th

Sunday 2nd
Wednesday 5th
Sunday 9th
Wednesday 12th
Sunday 16th
Wednesday 19th
Thursday 20th
Sunday 23rd
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day
Sunday 2nd
Tuesday 4th
Tuesday 11th
Sunday 16th
Tuesday 18th
Christmas Eve
Sunday 30th
Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th

St Michael and All Angels, Hilperton
8.00am
Holy Communion
10.00am
All Age Worship
6.00pm
Evening Service for Advent Sunday
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
Holy Communion w/ Junior Church
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
10.00am
All Age Communion
9.00am
Morning Prayer
10.00am
Communion & Coffee
9.30am
Hilperton Sch. Christmas Service
10.00am
Holy Communion
6.00pm
Carol Service
5.00pm
Crib Service & Christingle
11.30pm
Christmas Night Communion
10.00am
Christmas Day Communion
St Mary Magdalen, Hilperton Marsh
11.00am
Holy Communion
8.30am
Morning Prayer
8.30am
Morning Prayer
6.00pm
Carol Service
8.30am
Morning Prayer
3.30pm
Crib Service
8.00pm
Christmas Night Communion
11.00am
Benefice Holy Communion
St Mary the Virgin, Whaddon
8.00am
Holy Communion
6.00pm
Carol Service
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